Have You Or A Loved One Suffered From 

MESOTHELIOMA 

After Working Around 

ASBESTOS? 




Mesothelioma has been conclusively linked with 
exposure to asbestos and asbestos-containing prod- 
ucts. Millions of hardworking men and women in 
the military that worked with and around asbestos 
and asbestos-containing products may be affected. 

If you or someone you know have been diagnosed 
with mesothelioma or lung cancer, you may be able 
to file a legal claim against the asbestos industry 
and collect significant financial compensation. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1 -877-VET-MESO 
(1-877-838-6376) 

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

MONEY DAMAGES 

Fleming & Associates l.l.p. 

1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 3030 
Houston, "IX 77056-3019 
www.fleming-law.com 

Lawyers at Fleming & Associates are licensed in TX with principal offices in Houston, TX and associate with experienced lawyers throughout the U.S. 



CALL NOW 1 -877-VET-MESO 
TOLL FREE 1 -877-838-6376 





2008 GOLD & SILVER AMERICAN EAGLES 






Coins shown larger than actual 
size to show exquisite detail. 



r 



1/10 oz. $5 Gold 
American Eagle 



|$1 19.00 




1 oz. $1 Silver 
American Eagle 



|$24.88 



The 2008 Gold and Silver American 
Eagles are here! For a limited time 
you can order these extraordinary coins for only 
$119.00 for the Gold and $24.88 for the silver... 
incredible bargains for two of America's most 
cherished coins. In addition, order today and shipping 
is FREE!* 



Genuine United States Legal Tender | Valued for 
their breathtaking beauty and exquisite detail, both 
the Gold and Silver American Eagles are among the 
world's most popular collector coins. These amazing 
Eagles are the "real thing," genuine U.S. legal tender. . . 
they are not private mint issues, medals or commemo- 
ratives. And because each coin is genuine U.S. legal 
tender, their precious metal content (1/10 oz for the 
gold and a full loz for the silver) is backed by the full 
faith of the U.S. government. 



iWE PAY 
YOUR 

' Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed | 

o n I T r I l\l U "Breathtaking," "stunning," "impressive"... 
these are just a few of the ways our customers have 
described these coins from previous years. But don't 
just take our word for it. . . see for yourself. If you are 
not happy with your coins for any reason call us for an 
authorized return number within 10 days of receiving 
the order and you will be issued a 100% refund. . .no 
questions asked. 



Act Now | Act quickly to reserve your coins at the 
incredible price of $119.00 for the gold and $24.88 for 
the silver. Due to anticipated demand, a strict limit of 5 
gold coins and 20 silver coins must be adhered to. Any 
rise in the price of silver or gold could force us to with- 
draw this offer at any time. Call today (800) 323-5055. 

* Please allow 7-10 days for delivery. 



CALL NOW TOLL FREE (800) 323^5055 
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.7 million members. 
These wartime veterans, working through 15,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
security, adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service, and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 



You Know When It's Time to Trade In 

Your Old Car... 
What About Your Auto Insurance? 





If you're a driver age 50+, it's time to switch to the 
AARP Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford 



Old, Outdated Auto Insurance 



Rates that take into account insuring 
drivers of all ages and experience levels. 

The possibility that your coverage 
could be canceled after an accident or 
a couple of tickets. 

Complicated claim process. 



A Better Plan For Drivers Like You 



Lower rates that reward your experience behind 
the wheel. You could save up to $350*! 

A promise that you can't be canceled as long as 
you pay your premiums and meet other simple 
requirements. 

Claim services designed to make your life easier 
— 24/7 Claim Hotline, guaranteed claim repairs, 
new car replacement and more. 



Staying with an outdated auto insurance plan could be costing you money and important benefits you deserve. 

Call: 1-877-542-7295 code 3 59270 

Or f Request a Quote Online at: aarp.thehartford.com/al1 

(Not currently an AARP member? You can still request a quote and more information.) 



Time For a Change ... 

We'll send you this calculator/clock, 
absolutely FREE, just for taking time 
to request a quote. Call today! 



*^V\RP | Financial 



Auto Insurance 
Program from 

Hartford 



*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford's AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/06 and 6/30/07 and provided data 
regarding their savings. Your savings may vary. The AARP Automobile Insurance Program is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06115. CA 
License #5152. In Washington, the Program is underwritten by Twin City Fire Insurance Company. In Texas, the Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford 
Fire General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company. AARP 
and AARP Financial Inc. receive from The Hartford payments for AARP's license of its intellectual property for use by The Hartford and for services rendered in connection with the Program. Amounts 
paid by The Hartford for this license are used for the general purposes of the Association and its members. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are 
individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings and applicable law. The Program is 
currently unavailable in Massachusetts, Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. All first time responders receive the free gift. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. The free gift offer is not available in 
Georgia, but residents may still request a quote. 



NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA 




FIRE BACK WITH POWER AND EXPERIENCE. 
TURN TO FELLOW VETERANS. 



As former Marines and Sailors, 
we served together yesterday. As 
seasoned attorneys, we'll fight this 
disease with you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law firm have successfully 
represented veterans in Mesothelioma 
claims nationwide for two decades. 
We've helped them understand their 
rights — and secured millions for their 
families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience of shipmates 
who served with you. Contact the 
Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no obligation consultation. 



CalM-888-802-MESO for 
your FREE copy of 100 

Questions and Answers 
about Mesothelioma 




For free medico-legal information. 

Dial 1-888-802-MESO 



205 PORTLAND STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02114 
E-MAIL: INFO@COADYLAW.COM 
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'A Well-Regulated Militia' 

I am an Air Force veteran who served two tours in Iraq. I wanted to continue 
to serve my country but didn't want to be overseas all the time. On March 15, 
I was sworn into the Alaska State Defense Force. 

In a post-9/11 world, state defense forces are a great way for veterans to 
continue to serve on the home front. In Alaska, we respond to natural disasters 
as well as homeland-security issues. Many ASDF missions augment Alaska State 
Troopers or assist in guarding the Trans-Alaska Pipeline against terrorist threats. 

I feel state defense forces have been swept under the rug for too long. This 
article is an incredible piece of information to pass on to others who may want 
to continue serving their country after leaving the military. 

- Michael J. Sutherland, Fairbanks, Alaska 



'Healing With Honor' 

Your story about the Camp 
Chaparral native healing camp 
is very powerful (April). For so 
long, native veterans have been 
overlooked when it comes to 
treatment for PTSD. Because of 
a high distrust of the federal 
government in native communi- 
ties, many native veterans opt 
to stay away from VA. 

Camp Chaparral does some- 
thing no VA secretary or 
Washington bureaucrat has ever 
done: it gets the native veteran 
to open up, trust in a program, 
and deal with the scars of 
combat. I hope Camp Chaparral 
gets more funding and support 
from VA, the states, the tribes, 
and especially our veterans. 

I am forwarding this great 
story to all my veteran friends, 
and to my state's congressmen 
and senators, to point out a 
successful and proven way to 
help our veterans. Thanks for 
another great story on veterans 
helping veterans. Another great 
reason to get behind The 
American Legion. 

- Michael Kittson, Tucson, Ariz. 



'No More Weekend Warrior' 

I enjoyed this article (Rap- 
id Fire, April). However, I was 
disappointed in your chronol- 
ogy of the Army Reserve's 
history. You made no reference 
to the mobilization ordered by 
President Kennedy during the 
1961-1962 Berlin Crisis. Accord- 
ing to the Army Reserve, 69,000 
reservists were mobilized 
during that two-year period. 

I was a member of the 
716th Transportation Company 
(Medium Truck) of Aberdeen, 
S.D., when our unit was acti- 
vated to Fort Chaffee, Ark., 
where we provided support for 
recruit training. When our unit 
was deactivated in 1962, we 
were very proud of our accom- 
plishments and received a great 
homecoming from the Aberdeen 
community. 

- Gerald Cornelius, Watertown, S.D. 

'A Table Set For One' 

The April Commander's 
Message poses a question. Is the 
table set for one who was killed 
during the Vietnam War, or for 
one who was abandoned by our 
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government after the war 
was considered over? There is 
a big difference. 

It appears we have finally 
accepted the fact there can 
no longer be anyone still alive 
in Vietnam prisons, so we're 
reduced to begging the Vietnam- 
ese to at least let us have the 
bones back. Well done, America. 

We've created all kinds of 
memorials for those left behind, 
but the truth is we abandoned 
our servicemen in the hands of 
the enemy, and we'll do the 
same thing again. Vietnam is 
now a corporate venture, a 
quaint place to visit. It has 
always occurred to me that one 
of our servicemen might yet be 
alive, watching from a prison 
cell hidden among the hustle 
and bustle of modern-day Hanoi. 
Shame on us. 

- David L Snell, Dillsboro, N.C. 

'The Beauty, the Brains ../ 

I just finished reading "The 
Beauty, the Brains and the 
Strength" (April). It is no wonder 
that Utah Army National Guard 
Sgt. Jill Stevens was voted 
"America's Choice" in the Miss 
America Pageant. She is a tribute 
to the U.S. Armed Forces. If 
anyone has their act together, 
male or female, she does. 
I would be proud to serve with 
her anywhere. Tribute should 
also go to her mother and father 
for raising such a fine daughter. 
They should be proud of her. She 
captured my heart. 

- Raymond Alden, Newcastle, Maine 

'Faces of Freedom' 

Thank you for writing about 
Rebecca Pepin's book ("Would 



I Be Worthy of Their Sacrifice?" 
(March). As a hospital corpsman 
stationed out of Camp Al 
Taquaddum, Iraq, I saw first- 
hand what happens to our troops 
outside the wire. Many men and 
women do not get the recogni- 
tion they deserve. This book 
gives readers a chance to see the 
personal side of our men and 
women who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

- Michael Parson, Camp Lejeune, N.C 

'Helmets to Hardhats' 

After reading this article 
(February), I started to think 
about how the military has 
helped me in my employment. 

My Air Force experiences 
prepared me for my life's work 
as an architectural draftsman 
and construction manager and 
coordinator. I am thankful for 
the training I received in the 
military, and how it carried me 
through my civilian career until 
my retirement 48 years later. 

-James L. Robinson, Redmond, Wash. 

'The Strongest Generation' 

After reading remarks in Vet 
Voice regarding "The Strongest 
Generation" (February), I was 
struck by a thought that many of 
your readers might not have 
considered. 

The "greatest generation" is 
owed a debt we can never repay, 
but that generation is not unique. 
We owe a debt of gratitude to 
every man and woman who has 
ever worn the uniform of our 
country. 

I wonder how the Doughboys 
of World War I felt about World 
War II and its warriors. Dough- 
boys lived and died in the 



trenches, thousands at a time. 
They lived with the fear of being 
gassed night and day. Medical- 
treatment was poorer in quality 
and the casualty rate higher. 
Could they have thought the 
"greatest generation" had it 
easier? 

Did survivors of the Civil War 
think the same of veterans of 
the first world war? After all, 
they never had to fight the 
enemy standing straight up, 
facing the volley of a thousand 
muskets. And without the benefit 
of any real medical treatment, 
the bone saw may have been 
their worst fear. 

I wonder how our Vietnam 
War and Korean War veterans 
regard their younger brothers 
and sisters, who have since 
taken the fight to our enemies 
on foreign battlefields? 

Technology has made warfare 
different for each succeeding 
generation. We must remind 
ourselves that it is the grunt 
with his weapon who bears the 
brunt of any battle, and brings 
home scars both physical and 
emotional. There can be no such 
thing as, "My war was better 
than your war." 

- Paul Dudkowski, Katy, Texas 

Corrections: In a photo caption 
accompanying the article 
"AFRICOM" (May), Marines 
of the U.S. Marine Corps' 4th 
Antiterrorism Battalion were 
misidentified as "soldiers." 

In the article "A Well-Regulated 
Militia" (April), U.S. Rep. Joe 
Wilson should have been identi- 
fied as the Republican congress- 
man representing Georgia's 
Second District. 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 



America needs an historic investment 



The quality and level of ability of our men and women in uniform isn't 
the least bit surprising to those of us who have served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces: the young soldier in Baghdad, the sailor directing traffic on an 
aircraft carrier, the Air Force medic in Afghanistan and the Coast Guard 
diver rescuing flood victims. All share a confidence and maturity that 
military service helps to develop and nurture. What is surprising is that 
employers are not taking advantage of either the maturity or skills 
offered by these outstanding young men and women. 

Last year, one of every 10 veterans aged 20 to 24 didn't have a job. 
While these veterans suffered an 11.3-percent unemployment rate, their 
civilian counterparts had an 8.1-percent jobless rate. 

Business leaders shouldn't just hire veterans simply out of gratitude; 
they should hire them because it is smart business. Veterans are highly 
disciplined, in good physical condition and have been stress-tested in 
ways that would dwarf most workplace challenges. They served with 
a sense of patriotism and duty - the same loyalty they can offer civil- 
ian employers. 

As leader of the nation's largest veterans organization, I am proud of 
the many employment programs and job fairs sponsored and supported 
by The American Legion. But the problem is bigger than the assistance 
we currently provide. The war on terrorism is long, bloody and global. 
We don't need a program; we need a transformation. 

When The American Legion wrote the first draft of the Servicemen's 
Readjustment Act of 1944, it changed the course of U.S. history. A gen- 
eration of heroes became the middle class, bought houses, earned 
college degrees and started to live the American dream. Sadly, GI Bill 
benefits became drastically reduced. Many veterans chose not to use 
them - some never even got the chance to participate. Few veterans 
today can attend school without holding a job, and many colleges are 
beyond their reach. 

We need to change history again. Washington doesn't need to give 
veterans another program. Washington needs to make an investment. 

Sens. Jim Webb, D-Va., Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., John Warner, R-Va., and 
Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., have introduced the Post-9/11 Veterans 
Educational Assistance Act, a "21st-century GI Bill." Under its provi- 
sions, servicemembers returning from Iraq or Afghanistan could earn 
up to 36 months (four academic years) of benefits. Costs would be 
covered for established programs, including tuition for the most expen- 
sive in-state public schools, as well as monthly housing and textbook 
stipends. The bill also provides equity among active-duty National 
Guard and reserve members by adjusting the benefit scale, based on 
cumulative active service. 

Urge your senators to support educational benefits for veterans that 
will make a genuine difference in their lives. It's the right thing to do. 
It's one way to help pay back the debt of gratitude we owe to the men 
and women putting their lives on the line to defend our country. History 
proves that one can never go wrong by betting on America's GIs. And 
employers rarely go wrong by hiring veterans. 
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National Commander 
Marty Conatser 

MEMORANDA 

PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE: 

At 7 p.m. EDT on June 14, Flag Day, 
U.S. citizens are encouraged 
to pause and recite the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The idea of an annual Pause for 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
originated in 1980 at the Star- 
Spangled Banner Flag House in 
Baltimore. Since then, the concept 
has swept across the country in a 
grassroots movement supported 
by a broad spectrum of 
individuals, organizations and 
businesses. Resolution 328, passed 
at the 1994 National Convention, 
supports the Pause for the 
Pledge initiative. 

LEGION LABEL: All large U.S. Flags 
sold through Emblem Sales now 
have the American Legion label 
and are packaged in American 
Legion boxes. Emblem sells nearly 
a half million flags a year, including 
grave markers. Order yours today. 

emblem.legion.org 

DEADLINES: Child Welfare 
Foundation grant applications 
are due at National Headquarters 
on July 15. 

American Legion Child 
Welfare Foundation 

P.O. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

(317) 630-1202 

www. legion.org/cwf/ 
grantseekers/submissionprocess 



Deck and Patio Owners, 



Easy to Afford... Easy to 
Use... A Pleasure to Own! 



Outsmart the Weather! 

With a SunSetter® Retractable Awning, you can choose full sun, 
partial shade or total protection from rain or sun... 



[Good Housekeeping 



Now get three times the use of your 
deck with the adjustable, affordable 
SunSetter® Awning. It makes your deck or 
patio like an additional room on your house! Lets you enjoy 
your deck or patio rain or shine. Protects your family, guests 
and patio furniture from light showers, harsh sun and harm- 
ful UV rays far better than a tippy patio umbrella. Adds to the 
beauty and value of your home. Expertly crafted in America 
for years of maintenance-free 
enjoyment. 



Save with factory-direct pricing 
Superb quality- 5 year ltd. warranty 
100% waterproof fabrics available 
Installs on any kind of siding 
Helps cut air conditioning bills 
Retracts flat against the house 
No need to take it down in winter 




Ext. 
15464 



FREE Information Kit and DVD 
Call Toll Free: 1 -800-876-8060 

24 hours a day/7 days a week. No obligation, no salesman will call. 

Email your name & address to freedvd@sunsetter.iom 
Or mail this coupon today. 

, please rush me FREE information on SunSetter 0 
Awnings, including your factory-direct pricing and special 
limited-time savings. 

Name 

Address 



$un$etfen 

RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 
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_State_ 



_2ip_ 



E-Mail g 

(IMPORTANT: Be sure to give us your e-mail address to receive our best deals!) © 

SunSetter® Products, Dept. 15464, 184 Charles Street, Maiden, MA 02148 
Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 



MOTORIZED MODEL AVAILABLE, TOO! 



BIG ISSUES 



The president's 2009 budget 




SUPPORT 



Sen. Judd Gregg, 
R-N.H. 

Gregg is the ranking member 
of the Senate Budget Committee. 




OPPOSE 

Sen. Kent Conrad, 
D-N.D. 

Conrad is chairman of the 
Senate Budget Committee. 



After a year under the Democratic majority's 
fiscal year 2008 budget, it's not surprising that the 
U.S. economy is beginning to slow and that debt 
is rising. With the 2009 budget season upon us, I 
hope we will see a more fiscally responsible budget 
from the majority this year. 

In his 2009 budget, President 
Bush rightfully addresses the 
unsustainable growth of 
entitlement programs by 
including proposals to slow the 
growth rate of Medicare and 
Medicaid. Left unchecked, 

skyrocketing health-care costs and the retirement 
of the baby boomers will lead to a $66-trillion 
fiscal meltdown that will swamp future genera- 
tions in debt. This is a serious problem that 
Democrats completely ignored last year, not only 
rejecting reasonable proposals to reform Medicare 
but actually allowing entitlement spending to grow 
by $466 billion over five years. 

The Democratic majority also opposes maintain- 
ing existing pro-growth tax policies that have 
benefited the economy, policies that the president's 
budget wisely extends. In effect, the 2008 budget 
allows a massive $736-billion tax increase that will 
hit 116 million Americans. In comparison, current 
policies have encouraged productivity and entre- 
preneurship, which have led to millions of new 
jobs and surging tax revenues. 

A fiscally responsible budget should address the 
unsustainable growth of entitlement programs, 
keep government spending at reasonable levels, 
maintain the pro-growth tax policies that have 
grown the economy, and offer a transparent 
picture of government budgeting. Now that we 
have seen the president's 2009 budget, I am 
hopeful that we will see a greatly improved budget 
from the majority this year that is in line with 
these same principles. 



THE HEART OF THE MATTER 

Republicans think the Bush 
administration's budget is 
a move toward fiscal responsibility. 
Democrats disagree, saying it fails to 
fulfill the nation's promise to veterans. 



Our country owes much to the men and women 
of our armed forces. We honor their service with 
the promise of care they need and deserve. That 
is why I have been so disappointed with President 
Bush's budgets for veterans; they have repeatedly 
failed to meet that promise. 

In the president's final 
2009 budget, he again 
proposes to underfund veter- 
ans programs, offering only 
a 3.8-percent increase in 
veterans discretionary 
funding. This simply will 
not be enough to cover veterans' needs, particu- 
larly given the increase in demand for medical 
care that is driven, in part, by those returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The president specifically proposes to cut tens 
of millions of dollars from medical and prosthetic 
research at the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
And he proposes to significantly cut VA construc- 
tion funding, which would inhibit VA's ability 
to complete new clinics and projects already 
under construction. 

And again the president proposes to raise 
co-payments and fees for veterans, which would 
result in more than 100,000 leaving VA health 
care. Congress has rejected these proposals in the 
past and will do so again. 

The president's State of the Union proposal to 
allow soldiers to transfer unused education 
benefits to family members was well-received, but 
his budget fails to include the proposal or the cost 
of paying for it. 

What is perhaps most disturbing about the 
president's budget is that he asks for further 
sacrifice from our veterans at the same time he is 
spending $51 billion in 2009 to provide tax cuts 
for millionaires. These are not the priorities of the 
American people. 



CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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U.S. GOVT GOLD AT-COST 

TODAY - The United States Rare Coin & Bullion Reserve has scheduled the final 
release of 5,000 U.S. Gov't Issued $5 Gold Coins previously held at The U.S. Mint at 
West Point. These Gov't Issued Gold Coins are being released on a first-come, first- 
serve basis, for the incredible markup-free price of $105 each. This "at-cost" Gov't 
Gold offer may be cancelled at any time. Do not delay. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist today. 




Own Gov t issued Gold Coins 

DUE TO STRICT LIMITED AVAILABILITY, TELEPHONE 
ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST COME, FIRSTS 
SERVE BASIS ACCORDING TO THE TIME OF THE ORDER. 



Markup-Free Price of ONLY 



$ 105 



00 



EACH 




tfflfit 



If you've been waiting to 
move your hard-earned 
money into precious 
metals, the time is now to 
consider transferring your 
U.S. dollars into United 
States Government Gold. The Gold market is 
on the move, up more than 258% in the past 
8 years - outpacing the DOW, NASDAQ and 
S&P 500 every single year. Call immediately 
to order your United States Gold Coins direct 
from our Main Vault Facility, "at-cost", for the 
amazing price of only $1 05 per coin. Special 
arrangements can be made for Gold pur- 
chases over $50,000. Order your Gold today! 

1 - 2007 Gov't Issued Gold Coin $ 1 05.00 
5 - 2007 Gov't Issued Gold Coins $ 525.00 
10 - 2007 Gov't Issued Gold Coins $ 1,050.00 

AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASE OF 10 COINS ($1,050) PER 
HOUSEHOLD PLUS SHIPPING & INSURANCE. 5 COIN MINIMUM ORDER. 

CALL TOLL FREE (24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week) 

1-800-514-9034 

MASTER CARD • VISA • AMEX • DISCOVER • CHECK 

" R ARE COIN & BULLION RESERV E 
ated ^^^^^bvemment. © 2008 United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve 



Our Other 

Immigration Problem 

Fixing the naturalization process will turn 
an American weakness into a strength. 



BY ALAN W. DOWD 

With some 12 million illegal immigrants 
already in the country and thousands more 
streaming in every month, we all know the United 
States has a serious illegal immigration problem. 
What's overlooked or forgotten amid the tidal wave 
is America's legal immigration problem. 

Our naturalization system is having trouble 
keeping up with the demands of an economy 
hungry for labor, and it's not living up to the 
tried-and-true methods that once transformed the 
"huddled masses" into U.S. citizens. 

Putting it in perspective, the United States 
absorbs about 1.8 million immigrants every year, 
legal and illegal. In 2006, the United States natu- 
ralized 702,589 immigrants. All told, America's 
foreign-born population stands at 32 million. 

To some, these numbers are scary. To others, 
they are inspiring. It all depends on your perspec- 
tive about immigration. Is it the wellspring of our 
country, an indication of our dynamism and 
greatness? Or is it a threat to our culture and 
traditions? 

Speaking of perspective, these numbers may 
help: 

■ In 1900, America's foreign-born population was 
10.3 million people, amounting to 13.5 percent of 
the overall population. 

■ In 1930, the foreign-born population was 
14.2 million, amounting to 11.5 percent of 
the population. 

■ In 1960, it was 9.7 million, or just 5.3 percent 
of the population. 

■ In 1990, it was 19.7 million, or 7.9 percent of 
the population. 

■ At 32 million, today's foreign-born population 
is 10.5 percent of the overall population. 

In other words, today's immigration numbers 
may seem quite high, but the percentage falls 
comfortably in the middle range of the past 
hundred years or so. It's well below our 1890 peak, 
when the foreign-born comprised 15 percent of 
the population. 



Divided States? What is worrisome is the fact that 
only 40 percent of the foreign-born population is 
naturalized - down from 50 percent in 1980, which 
was down from 63 percent in 1970, which was 
down from 78 percent in 1950. As Alan Brinkley 
writes in "The Unfinished Nation," immigrant 
arrivals since the 1960s have been "less willing to 
accept the standards of the larger society and more 
likely to demand recognition of their own ethnic 
identity" than earlier immigrants. 

John Fonte, director of the Hudson Institute's 
Center for American Common Culture, argues that 
the United States has itself to blame, at least partly, 
for this trend. "For decades we have implemented 
what truly could be called anti-Americanization, 
anti-assimilation and anti-integration policies," 
he explains. He worries that "mass immigration 
with little assimilation" could lead to the "Quebe- 
cization of the United States" - one country with 
two nations. 

Before scoffing at that prospect, it pays to recall 
that some school districts in Washington, Oregon, 
California and Texas are actually using the Mexi- 
can public-school curriculum. 

In other words, we have come a long way since 
the days when Theodore Roosevelt viewed public 
schools as an important tool of assimilation. 
Thanks to "the public school system and the 
all-pervading energy of American life," Roosevelt 
said of German immigrants, "the children of the 
first generation were half, and the grandchildren in 
most cases wholly, Americanized - to their own 
inestimable advantage." 

"We have to dismantle the anti-assimilation 
regime," Fonte argues, pointing to bilingual 
public education, bilingual ballots, dual allegiance 
and dual citizenship, which allows naturalized 
Americans to run for office in other countries. 
"A good start would be to simply enforce the 
Oath of Allegiance." 

This could help reverse the slide toward what 
Roosevelt once called "hyphenated Americanism." 



JUNE 2008 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE J3 



"When I refer to hyphenated Americans, I do not 
refer to naturalized Americans. Some of the 
very best Americans I have ever known were 
naturalized Americans, Americans born abroad," 
he observed. But he made it clear that "our alle- 
giance must be purely to the United States. 
We must unsparingly condemn any man who 
holds any other allegiance. But if he is heartily 
and singly loyal to this Republic, then no matter 
where he was born, he is just as good an Ameri- 
can as anyone else." 

Testing Times. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) administers the Oath of Alle- 
giance, and as the lead agency in the naturaliza- 
tion process, USCIS does much more. It investi- 
gates fraud, verifies residency, carries out 
background checks, and determines whether 
applicants meet a range of eligibility require- 
ments, such as moral character, an ability to 
speak and read English, and a grasp of U.S. civics 
and history. 

The naturalization process requires applicants to 
complete an eligibility worksheet and an applica- 
tion form, present two specific kinds of photo- 
graphs, present a number of corroborating docu- 
ments, submit to fingerprinting, go to a USCIS 
office for the scheduled interview, pay a $675 filing 
and processing fee, be a legal resident for five 
years (in most cases), and take a test of English 
and U.S. civics. 

Some of the sample civics questions are simple: 

■ What are the colors of our flag? 

■ What colors are the stripes on the flag? 

■ What are the two major political parties in the 
United States today? 

Some would stump more than a few 
native-born Americans: 

■ What were the 13 original states? 

■ Who elects the president of the United States? 

■ How many amendments are there to the 
U.S. Constitution? 

Once applicants have passed the test - which 
is being redesigned to ensure a more meaningful 
naturalization process - they swear an oath of 
allegiance to the United States, binding them 
to America, requiring them to renounce all oth- 
er allegiances and officially making them 
U.S. citizens. 

The process should be rigorous, and it should 
be true to the intent of its own objectives. But it 
shouldn't be snarled in bureaucracy. As one federal 
judge put it, immigrants and the people charged 
with helping them assimilate have to navigate 




Library of Congress 



America's waiting room 

Between 1892 and 1954, some 12 million people entered 
the United States through the gateway of Ellis Island, the 
nation's first federal immigration station. In his history of 
Ellis Island, "Keepers of the Gate," Thomas Pitkin writes 
that between 1901 and 1914, 75 percent of all immigrants 
came through Ellis Island. 

During their stays, immigrants underwent medical 
inspections and legal processing. Ellis was designed to 
process as many as 5,000 immigrants per day, although it 
received more than 11,000 on April 17, 1907. Indeed, in the 
years leading up to World War I, inadequate facilities and 
corruption began to tarnish "the golden door" poet 
Emma Lazarus wrote of in "The New Colossus." 

But when the reform-minded Frederic Howe became 
commissioner of Ellis Island, he set out to transform the 
facility into "a comfortable waiting room" for newcomers 
to America. He "wanted to have immigrants well started 
on their way to becoming good American citizens before 
they left the island," Pitkin wrote. Toward that end, Howe 
modernized the facility, set up partnerships with local 
school boards to teach English to arriving immigrants, 
provided what one magazine called "a beginner's class 
in American citizenship" and endeavored to 
"Americanize the immigrant." 

In Howe's day, that was considered the progressive 
position. And it largely worked. So why did Washington 
close this gateway to America? According to the National 
Park Service, two factors conspired to make Ellis 
obsolete. First, quota-based immigration laws limited 
the number, and predetermined the nationality, of 
immigrants. This had a deterrent effect on immigration 
from Europe. Second, after World War I, the United States 
began opening consulates and embassies around 
the world, which shifted the application and review 
process overseas. 

Today, with the bulk of immigrants coming from Mexico 
and entering along the U.S. southern border, perhaps it 
makes sense to revive the Ellis Island approach to 
immigration. Could we replicate the best of Ellis Island by 
creating processing centers at high-volume entry points 
in Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and southern California? 
Couldn't a network of modern processing centers handle 
the 1,400 or so persons who enter the United States 
illegally on a typical day? To be sure, these "waiting 
rooms" would be expensive. But they would also be an 
investment in our future. 

-Alan W.Dowd 
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Wing m Dawn^s 



Early Light 

Day breaks in the wilderness with a stunning 
splendor. The rising sun blazes through the clouds 
to coat each wild creature with shimmering light. 
Eagles stretch their wings wide to grasp the day's 



to soar above deep green valleys and rushing waters, 
the winged monarchs of nature's majesty. 



today! 



Strong demand is expected for this grandly 
scaled illuminated limited edition, so act now to 
acquire yours at the $69.95* issue price, payable in 
three installments of $23.32 each. Your purchase is 
backed by our 365-day money-back guarantee. 
Send no money now. Just mail the Reservation 
Aoolication todav! 
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impressive 




Softly illuminated 
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Simply plug it in 
and enjoy nature' 
shining majesty! 
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"a Byzantine organizational structure" that is 
further complicated by "antique computer systems." 

A Wall Street Journal analysis found that immi- 
grants seeking work visas, sometimes a first step 
for Americans-in-the-making, must pass screen- 
ings by the Labor Department, USCIS, State 
Department and, in many cases, the FBI. Even 
Homeland Security Secretary Michael Cherthoff 
has conceded that he is "sympathetic" to concerns 
that "the naturalization process can be burden- 
some and confusing." 

The Congressional Research Service (CRS) 
reports that no fewer than five federal agencies 
handle aspects of immigration: the departments of 
Health and Human Services, Justice, Labor, State 
and Homeland Security. Responsibility is further 
divided among a number of bureaus, offices and 
subagencies, including the Citizenship and Immi- 
gration Services Ombudsman, the Executive Office 
of Immigration Review, Customs and Border 
Protection, Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE), and USCIS. 

The result is a serious backlog. In the latter half 
of 2007, for instance, some 320,000 candidates for 
naturalization were languishing in the FBI name- 
check process. As a Los Angeles Times story 
concluded, almost 50 percent had been waiting six 
months and nearly 20 percent had been waiting 
more than two years. The backlog, which was 
largely caused by post-9/11 security measures, 
spawned 4,100 lawsuits in 2007 alone. 

These are the sorts of problems that prompted 
Republican presidential hopeful Mike Huckabee, 
the former governor of Arkansas, to wryly observe, 
"If necessary, we ought to outsource this whole 
issue to FedEx and UPS. They seem to have a 
better way of keeping up with packages than our 
government does with people." 

To their credit, officials at the Department of 
Homeland Security and USCIS are working hard to 
improve the process and chip away at the immigra- 
tion backlogs: 

■ In 2006, USCIS received an extra $114 million to 
reduce the backlog and modernize its systems. 

■ USCIS has launched an online application system 
to replace a slow and antiquated paper-driven 
system. The system creates an electronic data- 
base and an archived record of all transactions 
between the applicant and USCIS, cutting down 
on delays and leaving less room for error. 

■ As part of nationwide pilot program, USCIS is 
renovating or replacing 36 offices to promote 
efficiency, offer one-stop immigration services, 
enhance security and create what USCIS director 




U.S. servicemembers participate in a naturalization 
ceremony at Fort Stewart, Ga. AP/Lewis Levine 

The American Legion's 
advocacy of legal immigration 

Following World War I, Legionnaires in Rome sprang 
into action to assist their foreign brothers in arms. 
An American Legion post adjutant there named Frank B. 
Gigliotti helped initiate a plan that ultimately became 
the Tilson Act, a federal law that cleared a flight path 
for immigrants who fought alongside Americans 
during the war to become U.S. citizens regardless of 
immigration quotas. 

Later, The American Legion urged a change in U.S. 
naturalization law to permit Filipino veterans who fought 
alongside U.S. troops during World War II to interview for 
citizenship in the Philippines instead of being required to 
travel to the United States. 

In 2006, the Legion fought for legislation to allow 
non-citizen veterans who were legally in the United 
States at the time of their enlistment to seek 
naturalization if they were injured while on active duty, 
regardless of their time in service. Legislation at the 
time allowed the non-citizen soldier to apply for 
naturalization only after completing three years of 
active duty. 

Also in 2006, The American Legion urged Congress to 
amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to allow 
immigrant spouses of U.S. troops who die in training or 
are killed overseas in hostile conflict to continue their 
petition for permanent-resident status regardless of the 
length of their marriage. At the time, legislation required 
the couple to be married at least two years before a 
spouse could apply for permanent resident status. The 
Legion also sought an amendment to waive fees for 
posthumous U.S. citizenship assessed to surviving family 
members who lose, in combat, a relative with a pending 
citizenship application. 

The American Legion has a long history of supporting 
immigrants in assimilating and becoming U.S. citizens. 
Shortly after World War I, American Legion posts 
sponsored night classes to teach English to non-citizen 
residents, many of whom fought alongside their 
American neighbors to defeat Germany in the war. 

Today, through various grassroots and national 
policy efforts, Legionnaires across the country 
continue to assist immigrants and refugees as they 
pursue legal citizenship. 

-James V. Carroll 
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REGAIN YOUR INDEPENDENCE TODAY! 




9 out of 10 Hoveround 
owners got their power 
chair last year at 
LITTLE OB NO COST!* 
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Emilio Gonzalez calls "a positive first impression 

with future Americans." 
■ USCIS has invested revenues from increased fees 

in upgraded systems and expanded staff. 

Thanks to increased flexibility, staffing improve- 
ments and a more business-oriented approach, 
Gonzalez recently reported "dramatic progress in 
backlog elimination/' Specifically, by the begin- 
ning of 2007, USCIS had addressed 70 percent of 
the previously backlogged cases and discovered 
that a large percentage of the remaining cases 
were backlogged for reasons beyond the control 
of USCIS. 

Pieces of the Puzzle. Of course, there are many 
other pieces to this immigra- 
tion puzzle. Yet all the pieces 
are connected. 

First, there is border 
security. The U.S. govern- 
ment has the right, like any 
nation, to prevent illegal 
inbound migration, to 
determine who enters this 
country and how they enter. 
It only stands to reason that 
the easier it is to cross the 
border illegally, the less 
likely it is that immigrants 
will choose legal avenues of 
immigration. By the same 
token, the slower and harder 
it is to go through naturaliza- 
tion, the more likely it is that 
immigrants will choose a 
different path. Hence, the 
border fence, parts of which 
were actually constructed during the Clinton 
administration, is an important piece of the legal 
immigration puzzle. It should complement im- 
provements to the naturalization system and 
enhancements to the assimilation process. 

Second, there is neighborliness. The Mexican 
government has a responsibility to prevent illegal 
outbound migration. Just as Washington should 
devise polices that treat all immigrants with 
respect, Mexico City should not aid and abet those 
who break U.S. laws. 

That brings us to a third puzzle piece: the supply 
problem. Even if America's immigration system is 
imperfect, even if it's slow, even if it's outdated, it 
doesn't give immigrants license to enter the 
country illegally. No matter how wide her arms, 
Lady Liberty can't ignore the fact that tens of 




thousands come here illegally, the vast majority of 
them from Mexico. And that means that no matter 
how hardworking and productive they are, no 
matter how sincere their desire to live the Ameri- 
can dream, their first act in this country - indeed, 
the very method they choose to enter this coun- 
try - is a violation of U.S. law. In short, immigrants 
should respect the system. Those who don't should 
be returned to their country of origin or required 
to pay some penalty. 

Fourth, there is the demand problem. 
U.S. employers also have a responsibility to 
obey the law, and the U.S. government has a 
responsibility to enforce it. Immigrants couldn't 
work here illegally if employers didn't hire them 

illegally. So instead of simply 
fining guilty employers, ICE 
is now arresting and pros- 
ecuting them. Arrest num- 
bers have gone up each year 
since 2005. As an ICE spokes- 
man told The Christian 
Science Monitor, "The magnet 
(for illegals) is getting a job. 
If you can make that a little 
more risky both for the 
employer and the person who 
takes the job, then hopefully 
it stems the flow somewhat." 

"The necessary flip-side of 
the government tightening 
up on employers of illegals is 
for the government to 
establish an easy and tam- 
per-proof method of verifying 
a job applicant's legal status," 
adds John Clark of the 
Sagamore Institute for Policy Research, a think 
tank based in Indianapolis. "Otherwise, to avoid 
making a mistake that might send them to jail, 
employers will avoid hiring anyone who seems 
'foreign' since they might be using false papers." 

Immigrants offer us a glimpse of our past and 
our future. So, even as we try to make sense of the 
intertwined immigration and naturalization 
systems, we should not lose sight of the reality that 
immigration into America is a sign of strength, 
vitality and growth. 

After all, history reminds us that it's far better to 
have people trying to get into a country, rather 
than dying to get out. Q 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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Rare Hoard of Pre- 1 933 U.S. Gold Coins Released to Public 



■ 1 r 



Just discovered Hoard of U.S. $20 Gold Saint-Gaudens Coins Now Available 



Our buyers just discovered one of the most significant 
European Bank hoards of U.S. gold in years. They secured 
2,350 magnificent uncirculated U.S. gold coins. 
These vintage coins represent dates from 1907 
through 1933 that uniquely represent the 
history of our nation in fine gold and 
were saved from the U.S. 
Government gold recall in 1933 
and subsequent meltdowns 
Designed by renowned sculp- 
tor, Augustus Saint-Gaudens 
at the request of Theodore 
Roosevelt, this is considered 
America's most beautiful 
coin. But the story doesn't 
stop there. 

Uncirculated Gold Coins from the 
Past are Timeless Treasures 

These $20 Saint-Gaudens gold 
coins are guaranteed in Uncirculated 
Condition. As gold values soar with 
lictable oil prices and the 
dollar, you may never again 
:he opportunity to own these 

gold coins at this price. With continued 
uncertainty of the stock market, 
demand for U.S. gold coins continues 
to escalate as collectors and 
investors scramble to scoop up these 
coins for their gold content 





Shown larger 
of 34 mm 



than actual size 
in diameter 



and scarcity. Vintage uncirculated 
gold coins have historical 
and numismatic value that 
bullion cannot match, 
making these coins even 
more attractive. 

Don't Miss This Opportunity: 
Order Now! 

Considering that the 
number of U.S. coin collec- 
tors has sharply risen to 
over 50 million today, you 
may never get a second 
chance to take advantage 
of this opportunity. Order 
now while our limited 
supplies last. Now you can 
buy more and save! However, 
due to the scarcity of these coins, 
we must issue a strict limit of 5 coins 
per customer. Why pay $1,500 or more for 
similar coins? Prices and orders subject to 
change, so call today Your satisfaction is 
assured by our 30-day money-back guarantee. 



Order More & Save 





$ per coin 


shipping 


total 


1 Gold St. Gaudens 


$1,295 


$15S&H 


$1,310 


3 Gold St. Gaudens 


$1,265 


FREE! 


$3,795 


5 Gold St. Gaudens 


$1,225 


FREE! 


$6,125 



Call Toll-Free: 



-800-642-9160. 

New York Mint, 5577 W 78th St., Edina, MN 55439 

Not affiliated with the U.S. Government 



ext. 3066 



© 2008 New York Mint 



Horses for Heroes reveals to disabled veterans 
the mysterious wonders of equine therapy. 



BY KEN OLSEN 

Claudia Carreon cannot recall anything about 
the day in June 2003 when her mind shattered. 
She doesn't remember the Iraqi truck careen- 
ing toward the U.S. Army fuel tanker. Nor can she 
remember the driver's attempt to keep the truck 
from hitting the vehicle. The collision that 
slammed her head against the dashboard - or was 
it the windshield? - is also lost. 

Carreon takes notes when she meets people. 
She asks for their business cards; those with 
photos are preferred. Her memory constantly 
erases itself. She religiously videotapes family 
gatherings, birthdays, and the milestones in her 
4-year-old daughter's life. She watches the images 
over and over to remind herself who, among the 
people around her, are kin. Her most likely re- 
sponse to any question about her life is, "I'm sorry, 
I don't remember." 

But when Carreon gets to the horse arena, she is 
transformed. She remembers the names of her 
fellow riders and her instructor at Therapeutic 
Riding of Tucson (TROT). She knows her horse, 
Thunder, without any prompting. She remembers 
how to mount and ride. The cues and commands 
she gives Thunder to guide him through the skills 
course, or out on a trail, come naturally. 



From the time Carreon started taking lessons 
two years ago, "she would get better every cou- 
ple of rides," says Mary Vardi, TROT's director 
of instruction. "She came out here after being 
gone for a couple of months, and she remem- 
bered almost everything. She rode beautifully. 
It was unbelievable." 

Such is the magic of equine therapy and a 
nationwide movement called Horses for Heroes, 
which is changing lives for thousands of disabled 
combat veterans. The program is helping ampu- 
tees learn to walk again, showing traumatic 
brain injury victims how to remember, relieving 
sufferers of post-traumatic stress disorder from 
their demons, and teaching blind veterans to 
live independently. 

Larry Pence, retired National Guard com- 
mand sergeant major, and retired U.S. Navy 
Cmdr. Mary Jo Beckman created Horses for 
Heroes in conjunction with the North American 
Riding for the Handicapped Association. It 
grew out of two desires: to help Iraq and 
Afghanistan war veterans, and to show the 
world there is something extraordinary - if 
scientifically inexplicable - about the healing 
power of horses. 
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With side walker Dick Geohrig, left, Army veteran Claudia 
Carreon - who suffered a traumatic brain injury while serving in 
Iraq - stretches during a horse-riding session. Therapeutic 
Riding of Tucson, Ariz., or TROT, helps restore the confidence of 
disabled veterans. DeanKnuth 

Out of the Gates. Equine, or hippo, therapy has 
been used for decades to help people with muscu- 
lar dystrophy, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, 
autism, learning disabilities, and other physical 
and mental conditions. Riding helps to build core 
muscle strength, improves balance, builds confi- 
dence and reduces stress. 

Col. Paul Brown, a physician at Fitzsimons 
Army Hospital near Denver, observed more than 
500 Vietnam War amputees in the late 1960s. He 
concluded that equine therapy was the single most 
important factor in restoring confidence among 
soldiers who lost limbs from combat wounds. 
One triple amputee purchased his own quarter 
horse and went back to working cattle. A bilateral 
amputee returned to parachute jumping. 

"We were able to stimulate motivation in people 
who had been resigned to being cripples," Brown 
wrote in The Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery. 

Brown encountered vigorous skepticism from 
the commander of the Oakland Naval Hospital, 
who claimed horseback riding and other "extrane- 
ous activities" merely "prolonged rehabilitation" 
and only helped people who had the initiative to 
take up horseback riding without the help of the 
military medical system. Driver's education was 
deemed more beneficial. 

Brown didn't give up. And when Mary Jo 
Beckman heard him speak about using equine 
therapy to help soldiers, during a 1997 therapeutic 
riding conference in Denver, she went home and 
attempted to start a program at Fort Myer, Va., 
for disabled children of servicemembers. 

Because Fort Myer is home to the horses of the 
3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, which pull casket- 
bearing caissons for fallen soldiers at Arlington 
National Cemetery, it seemed the ideal place to 
launch her effort. The plan, however, quickly 
became mired in meetings and promises, and 
didn't get off the ground. 

Beckman never lost her passion for the idea. 
While horseback riding with Pence's wife in 
December 2005, she mentioned her desire to help 
wounded and disabled soldiers returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Peggy Pence suggested that 
Beckman speak to her husband. 

"Larry knew all of the doors to open in the 
Pentagon," Beckman says. "The Army finally said 
I could have four rides to prove it worked." 



Fort Myer was chosen to host the pilot program. 
Its caisson platoon horses are large enough to 
carry adults and, because they are accustomed to 
rifle volleys during funeral services, the animals 
are not easily spooked. Pence raised money to buy 
equipment and build a ramp to help wounded 
soldiers onto their horses. 

Beckman, a master-certified therapeutic riding 
instructor, worked with the 3rd Infantry's horse 
trainer to select four steeds for the pilot program. 
She also trained caisson platoon soldiers as side 
walkers and lead walkers for patients from Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center. One day a week, 
instead of burying their fallen comrades, members 
of the 3rd Infantry would help their wounded 
comrades recover. 

Beckman also arranged for an occupational 
therapist to perform tests on each participant 
before and after the month of weekly riding 
sessions. The results were astounding. One sol- 
dier - whose lower left leg was amputated - gradu- 
ated from the equine therapy program at Fort 
Myer, stayed in the Army and made a parachute 
jump at Walter Reed, when the medical center 
dedicated its new amputee rehabilitation center. 
Another soldier, who also lost her lower left leg, 
went on to run in the New York City Marathon and 
take skiing lessons in Colorado. 

"They learn that they didn't leave the best 
part of their lives on the battlefield," Pence says. 
"It shows the benefits of this program, not just 
physically, but emotionally." Families benefit as 
well, Pence says. "They see their loved one on a 
horse, and they realize that things are not as dark 
as they seem." Water Reed Army Medical Center 
became a strong supporter. Weekly therapeutic 
riding lessons continue at Fort Myer. 




Juemell Ballou, a TROT participant, leans in to hug her horse, 
Julie. An Air Force retiree, Ballou suffered a non-service- 
connected stroke. DeanKnuth 
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Today, Beckman and Pence are united with the 
North American Riding for the Handicapped 
Association to take equine therapy to some of the 
700-plus, NARHA-accredited therapeutic riding 
centers across the nation. They pitched their 
Horses for Heroes program at NARHA's annual 
convention in Anaheim, Calif., last November and 
found hearty enthusiasm. More than 100 equine 
therapy centers have inquired about offering the 
program in their communities. 

VA has given the program its blessing. Then-VA 
Secretary Jim Nicholson visited Fort Myer in 
December 2006 and pledged $50,000 to help get 
Horses for Heroes out of the gates. He also encour- 
aged VA medical centers to link up with local 
therapeutic riding programs. More than 35 VA 
medical centers across the country have expressed 
interest or are already working with equine-thera- 
py establishments. 

This alone won't sustain Horses for Heroes. 
Therapeutic riding centers already have to bring in 
considerable money because horses are so expen- 
sive to raise. Large numbers of volunteers also are 
needed to serve as side walkers and lead walkers 
with each rider. Pence is encouraging therapeutic 
riding centers to seek support and volunteers at 



their local National Guard armories, reserve 
centers and American Legion posts. 

"One thing that can help wounded warriors com- 
ing back from Iraq and Afghanistan is if the side 
walkers and lead walkers are in the military, or are 
veterans," says Pence, whose 28-year military 
career includes two combat infantry tours in 
Vietnam. "Soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines 
have more in common with veterans. It makes 
them feel more comfortable; it provides them with 
an emotional benefit." 

By coincidence, TROT began working with the 
Southern Arizona VA Healthcare System in Tucson 
at about the same time Pence and Beckman were 
developing Horses for Heroes. It is a natural fit. 
Vardi has a degree in special education and 
17 years of experience as a therapeutic riding 
instructor, including a decade working with 
soldiers and children in Israel. 

Veterans who take riding classes at TROT have 
ranged from an 80-year-old World War II veteran 
with early-stage Parkinson's disease to an Air 
Force military policewoman who suffered a stroke, 
from a Desert Shield veteran with chronic rheuma- 
toid arthritis to traumatic brain injury victims 
from the global war on terrorism. 



Founders of Illinois equine center "needed to give something back 7 

Q: What prompted you to start an equine therapy center? 
MG: I'm an ovarian cancer survivor and a lifelong horsewoman. You get to 
wondering, "Why did I survive something most women didn't survive?" 
I decided I needed to give something back. I spent four years researching 
how to establish a nonprofit, and volunteering at another center accredited 
by the North American Riding for the Handicapped Association. 

Q: Why veterans? 

RG: My son suggested we work with vets. That made sense to me. I had 
worked at Hines (VA Medical Center in Chicago) as chief of cardiology. I was 
also on staff as a consultant. Hines also has a spinal-cord injury program. 
So we thought we could offer a carriage-driving program for those patients. 

Q: How did you get the Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs involved? 
MG: U.S. Army National Guard Maj. Tammy Duckworth, a double-amputee 
combat veteran, had just been appointed director. Although she wasn't a 
participant, she became aware of the benefits of equine therapy during her 
stay at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. When we met with her, she said, 
"The good news is I can help you with funding. The bad news is you have 
less than a week to write your grant." The first $100,000 grant allowed us to 
improve our physical plant to accommodate veterans programs. The second 
$100,000 grant gave us operating funds. We don't charge Illinois veterans, 
and we've started a separate scholarship fund for Wisconsin vets. 

Q: What ratio of the people receiving therapy at Brave Hearts are veterans? 
RG: We're dedicated to spending 50 percent of our time and resources with 
veterans. We can handle 50 veterans a week. 



An equine therapy center in 
northern Illinois was one of the first 
riding programs in the country to join 
Horses for Heroes. Marge and Rolf 
Gunnar started BraveHearts Therapeutic 
Riding & Education Center four years 
ago, using borrowed space at the 
stables where Marge boarded her horse. 
Two years later, the retired couple 
purchased 20 acres near Harvard, III., 
and today they offer riding therapy to 
servicemembers receiving treatment 
from VA facilities in Illinois and 
Wisconsin, with support from the Illinois 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The Gunnars grew up around horses 
and are experienced at dealing with the 
medical system. Rolf is a doctor, and 
Marge was his administrative assistant 
for many years. Rolf also deployed as a 
battalion surgeon with the Army's 
2nd Infantry Division during the Korean 
War. The American Legion Magazine 
recently caught up with the Gunnars to 
get more details about BraveHearts. 
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People with COPD breathe better with SPIRIVA. 



If you have a history of smoking and breathing 
problems, it could be COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease). COPD includes chronic 
bronchitis, emphysema or both. 

Ask your doctor about SPIRIVA, because it: 

▲ Is the only once-daily, inhaled maintenance 
prescription treatment for both forms of COPD 

▲ Significantly improves lung function by keeping 
airways open 

▲ Helps you breathe better for a full 24 hours 

▲ Is not a steroid 

You are encouraged to report negative side effects 
of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda. 
gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see brief summary of full Prescribing Information on reverse. 



SPIRIVA does not replace fast-acting inhalers for 
sudden symptoms. Do not swallow the SPIRIVA 
capsule. The most common side effect of SPIRIVA 
is dry mouth. Others include constipation and 
problems passing urine. Tell your doctor about 
your medicines, including eye drops, and illnesses 
like glaucoma, urinary and prostate problems. 
These may worsen with SPIRIVA. If you have 
vision changes, eye pain, your breathing suddenly 
worsens, you get hives, or your throat or tongue 
swells, stop taking SPIRIVA and contact your doctor. 
For more information: 1.877.SPIRIVA or SPIRIVA.COM 

A SPIRIVA HandiHalef 

Make a habit of breathing better (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 




m SPIRIVA HandiHaler* 

(tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 

Spiriva® HandiHaler® (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 

Brief Summary of Prescribing Information 

FOR ORAL INHALATION ONLY 

DO NOT SWALLOW SPIRIVA CAPSULES 

INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is indicated for the long-term, 
once-daily, maintenance treatment of bronchospasm associated with chronic obstructive pul- 
monary disease (COPD), including chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 
CONTRAINDICATIONS 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is contraindicated in patients with 
a history of hypersensitivity to atropine or its derivatives, including ipratropium, or to any com- 
ponent of this product. 
WARNINGS 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is intended as a once-daily main- 
tenance treatment for COPD and is not indicated for the initial treatment of acute episodes of 
bronchospasm, i.e., rescue therapy. 

Immediate hypersensitivity reactions, including angioedema, may occur after administration of 
SPIRIVA. If such a reaction occurs, therapy with SPIRIVA should be stopped at once and alter- 
native treatments should be considered. 

Inhaled medicines, including SPIRIVA, may cause paradoxical bronchospasm. If this occurs, 
treatment with SPIRIVA should be stopped and other treatments considered. 
PRECAUTIONS 
General 

As an anticholinergic drug, SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) may potentially wors- 
en symptoms and signs associated with narrow-angle glaucoma, prostatic hyperplasia or bladder- 
neck obstruction and should be used with caution in patients with any of these conditions. 
As a predominantly renally excreted drug, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment (cre- 
atinine clearance of <50 mlVmin) treated with SPIRIVA should be monitored closely (see CLINI- 
CAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations, Renally-impaired Patients). 
Information for Patients 

It is important for patients to understand how to correctly administer SPIRIVA capsules using 
the HandiHaler inhalation device (see Patient's Instructions for Use). SPIRIVA capsules 
should only be administered via the HandiHaler device and the HandiHaler device should not 
be used for administering other medications. The contents of SPIRIVA capsules are for oral 
inhalation only and must not be swallowed. 

Capsules should always be stored in sealed blisters. Remove only one capsule immediately 
before use, or its effectiveness may be reduced. Additional capsules that are exposed to air 
(i.e., not intended for immediate use) should be discarded. 

Eye pain or discomfort, blurred vision, visual halos or colored images in association with red 
eyes from conjunctival congestion and corneal edema may be signs of acute narrow-angle 
glaucoma. Should any of these signs and symptoms develop, consult a physician immediate- 
ly. Miotic eye drops alone are not considered to be effective treatment. 
Care must be taken not to allow the powder to enter into the eyes as this may cause blurring 
of vision and pupil dilation. 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler is a once-daily maintenance bronchodilator and should not be used for 
immediate relief of breathing problems, i.e., as a rescue medication. 
Drug Interactions 

SPIRIVA has been used concomitantly with other drugs commonly used in COPD without 
increases in adverse drug reactions. These include short-acting and long-acting sympatho- 
mimetic (beta-agonists) bronchodilators, methylxanthines, and oral and inhaled steroids. 
However, the co-administration of SPIRIVA with other anticholinergic-containing drugs (e.g., 
ipratropium) has not been studied and is therefore not recommended. 
Drug/Laboratory Test Interactions 
None known. 

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility 

No evidence of tumorigenicity was observed in a 1 04-week inhalation study in rats at tiotropi- 
um doses up to 0.059 mg/kg/day, in an 83-week inhalation study in female mice at doses up 
to 0.145 mg/kg/day, and in a 101 -week inhalation study in male mice at doses up to 0.002 
mg/kg/day. These doses correspond to 25, 35, and 0.5 times the Recommended Human Daily 
Dose (RHDD) on a mg/m 2 basis, respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated 
due to difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal inhalation studies. 
Tiotropium bromide demonstrated no evidence of mutagenicity or clastogenicity in the following 
assays: the bacterial gene mutation assay, the V79 Chinese hamster cell mutagenesis assay, the 
chromosomal aberration assays in human lymphocytes in vitro and mouse micronucleus forma- 
tion in vivo, and the unscheduled DNA synthesis in primary rat hepatocytes in vitro assay. 
In rats, decreases in the number of corpora lutea and the percentage of implants were noted 
at inhalation tiotropium doses of 0.078 mg/kg/day or greater (approximately 35 times the 
RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). No such effects were observed at 0.009 mg/kg/day (approximately 
4 times than the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). The fertility index, however, was not affected at 
inhalation doses up to 1.689 mg/kg/day (approximately 760 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 
basis). These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring deposit- 
ed doses in animal inhalation studies. 
Pregnancy 

Pregnancy Category C. 

No evidence of structural alterations was observed in rats and rabbits at inhalation tiotropium 
doses of up to 1 .471 and 0.007 mg/kg/day, respectively. These doses correspond to approxi- 
mately 660 and 6 times the recommended human daily dose (RHDD) on a mg/m 2 basis. 
However, in rats, fetal resorption, litter loss, decreases in the number of live pups at birth and 
the mean pup weights, and a delay in pup sexual maturation were observed at inhalation 
tiotropium doses of >0.078 mg/kg (approximately 35 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). In 
rabbits, an increase in post-implantation loss was observed at an inhalation dose of 0.4 
mg/kg/day (approximately 360 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis). Such effects were not 
observed at inhalation doses of 0.009 and up to 0.088 mg/kg/day in rats and rabbits, respec- 
tively. These doses correspond to approximately 4 and 80 times the RHDD on a mg/m 2 basis, 
respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring 
deposited doses in animal inhalation studies. 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. SPIRIVA should be 
used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 
Use in Labor and Delivery 

The safety and effectiveness of SPIRIVA has not been studied during labor and delivery. 
Nursing Mothers 

Clinical data from nursing women exposed to tiotropium are not available. Based on lactating 
rodent studies, tiotropium is excreted into breast milk. It is not known whether tiotropium is 
excreted in human milk, but because many drugs are excreted in human milk and given these 
findings in rats, caution should be exercised if SPIRIVA is administered to a nursing woman. 
Pediatric Use 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler is approved for use in the maintenance treatment of bronchospasm 
associated with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, including chronic bronchitis and 
emphysema. This disease does not normally occur in children. The safety and effectiveness of 
SPIRIVA in pediatric patients have not been established. 
Geriatric Use 

Of the total number of patients who received SPIRIVA in the 1-year clinical trials, 426 were 
<65 years, 375 were 65-74 years and 1 05 were >75 years of age. Within each age subgroup, 



there were no differences between the proportion of patients with adverse events in the 
SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) and the comparator groups for most events. Dry 
mouth increased with age in the SPIRIVA group (differences from placebo were 9.0%, 17.1 %, 
and 16.2% in the aforementioned age subgroups). A higher frequency of constipation and uri- 
nary tract infections with increasing age was observed in the SPIRIVA group in the placebo-con- 
trolled studies. The differences from placebo for constipation were 0%, 1 .8% , and 7.8% for each 
of the age groups. The differences from placebo for urinary tract infections were -0.6%, 4.6% 
and 4.5%. No overall differences in effectiveness were observed among these groups. Based on 
available data, no adjustment of SPIRIVA dosage in geriatric patients is warranted. 
ADVERSE REACTIONS 

Of the 2,663 patients in the four 1 -year and two 6-month controlled clinical trials, 1 ,308 were 
treated with SPIRIVA at the recommended dose of 18 meg once a day. Patients with narrow 
angle glaucoma, or symptomatic prostatic hypertrophy or bladder outlet obstruction were 
excluded from these trials. 

The most commonly reported adverse drug reaction was dry mouth. Dry mouth was usually mild 
and often resolved during continued treatment. Other reactions reported in individual patients and 
consistent with possible anticholinergic effects included constipation, increased heart rate, blurred 
vision, glaucoma, urinary difficulty, and urinary retention. 

Four multicenter, 1-year, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. Table 1 
shows all adverse events that occurred with a frequency of >3% in the SPIRIVA group in the 1 -year 
placebo-controlled trials where the rates in the SPIRIVA group exceeded placebo by >1 %. The fre- 
quency of corresponding events in the ipratropium-controlled trials is included for comparison. 

Table 1 Adverse Experience Incidence (% Patients) in One-Year-COPD Clinical Trials 



Body System (Event) 



Placebo-Controlled Trials Ipratropium-Controlled Trials 



SPIRIVA 
[n = 550] 


Placebo 
[n = 371] 


SPIRIVA 
[n = 356] 


Ipratropium 
[n = 179] 


Body as a Whole 

Accidents 


13 


11 


5 


8 


Chest Pain (non-specific) 


7 


5 


5 


2 


Edema, Dependent 


5 


4 


3 


5 


Gastrointestinal System Disorders 

Abdominal Pain 5 


3 


6 


6 


Constipation 


4 


2 


1 


1 


Dry Mouth 


16 


3 


12 


6 


Dyspepsia 


6 


5 


1 


1 


Vomiting 


4 


2 


1 


2 


Musculoskeletal System 

Myalgia 


4 


3 


4 


3 


Resistance Mechanism Disorders 

Infection 


4 


3 


1 


3 


Moniliasis 


4 


2 


3 


2 


Respiratory System (upper) 

Epistaxis 


4 


2 


1 


1 


Pharyngitis 


9 


7 


7 


3 


Rhinitis 


6 


5 


3 


2 


Sinusitis 


11 


9 


3 


2 


Upper Respiratory 
Tract Infection 


41 


37 


43 


35 


Skin and Appendage Disorders 

Rash 


4 


2 


2 


2 


Urinary System 

Urinary Tract Infection 


7 


5 


4 


2 



Arthritis, coughing, and influenza-like symptoms occurred at a rate of >3% in the SPIRIVA 
treatment group, but were <1 % in excess of the placebo group. 

Other events that occurred in the SPIRIVA group at a frequency of 1-3% in the placebo-con- 
trolled trials where the rates exceeded that in the placebo group include: Body as a Whole: 
allergic reaction, leg pain; Central and Peripheral Nervous System: dysphonia, paresthesia; 
Gastrointestinal System Disorders: gastrointestinal disorder not otherwise specified (NOS), 
gastroesophageal reflux, stomatitis (including ulcerative stomatitis); Metabolic and Nutritional 
Disorders: hypercholesterolemia, hyperglycemia; Musculoskeletal System Disorders: skeletal 
pain; Cardiac Events: angina pectoris (including aggravated angina pectoris); Psychiatric 
Disorder: depression; Infections: herpes zoster; Respiratory System Disorder (Upper): laryn- 
gitis; Vision Disorder: cataract. In addition, among the adverse events observed in the clinical 
trials with an incidence of <1 % were atrial fibrillation, supraventricular tachycardia, angioede- 
ma, and urinary retention. 

In the 1 -year trials, the incidence of dry mouth, constipation, and urinary tract infection increased 
with age (see PRECAUTIONS, Geriatric Use). 

Two multicenter, 6-month, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. The 
adverse events and the incidence rates were similar to those seen in the 1 -year controlled trials. 
The following adverse reactions have been identified during worldwide post-approval use of 
SPIRIVA: application site irritation (glossitis, mouth ulceration, and pharyngolaryngeal pain), 
dizziness, dysphagia, epistaxis, hoarseness, intestinal obstruction including ileus paralytic, 
intraocular pressure increased, oral candidiasis, palpitations, pruritus, tachycardia, throat irri- 
tation, and urticaria. 
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION 

SPIRIVA capsules must not be swallowed as the intended effects on the lungs will not 
be obtained. The contents of the capsules are for oral inhalation only (see OVER- 
DOSAGE section). 

The recommended dosage of SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is 
the inhalation of the contents of one SPIRIVA capsule, once-daily, with the HandiHaler inhala- 
tion device (see Patient's Instructions for Use). 

No dosage adjustment is required for geriatric, hepatically-impaired, or renally-impaired 
patients. However, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment given SPIRIVA should 
be monitored closely (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special 
Populations and PRECAUTIONS). 
HOW SUPPLIED 

The following packages are available: 

carton containing 5 SPIRIVA capsules (1 unit-dose blister card) and 
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-75) 
carton containing 30 SPIRIVA capsules (3 unit-dose blister cards) and 
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-41) 
carton containing 90 SPIRIVA capsules (9 unit-dose blister cards) and 
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VA chooses the riders, Vardi explains. "Then we 
do our own evaluation to decide if they are safe to 
ride. Our goal in working with these veterans is 
providing them with the skills and confidence to 
become independent riders." There are challenges, 
such as how to get Air Force Staff Sgt. Juemell 
Ballou, whose left side was paralyzed by a stroke, 
onto a horse. A ramp, well-positioned volunteers 
and patience are what it takes in that case. Some 
of the challenges are not physical. Spc. Erik 
Castillo, who suffered brain injury in 2004 from 
insurgent mortar fire in Baghdad, confided that he 
was terrified about getting on a horse. 

"He said, Teel my heart beat,' before he got on 
the horse," VA recreation therapist Mandy Perigo 
says. "It was racing. But once he got on the horse, 
he was fine." 

"When I got up there and felt the horse breath- 
ing, I got kind of excited," Castillo says. "It made 
me realize that if I can do horseback riding, 
I can do a lot of things. It gave me the confidence 
to go to the (national) wheelchair games." Riding 
helped Castillo learn to walk, after a year and a 
half in a hospital bed with his brain injury. Ampu- 
tees commonly report they walk better after 
therapeutic riding. 

Navy veteran Rene Suarez, who suffers debilitat- 
ing rheumatoid arthritis, says riding improves 
stability and flexibility. 

Ballou is able to relax, which is not easy since 
the stroke. "Sleep is always elusive for me," she 
says with a gentle laugh. After riding the first 
time, "I felt so relaxed, I almost literally crumpled 
to the ground." It's also an opportunity for veter- 
ans to practice skills they learn in therapy, Perigo 
explains. "They can work on their memory, on 
following directions, on staying focused. We help 
them practice these skills in a real-world situation, 
while giving them a new activity to participate in, 
now that they have a disability." 

Riding class also creates a social network for 
veterans who, because of the nature of their 
injuries, can easily become depressed and isolated. 
"This gets them out," says Perigo, who typically 
attends classes. "I've seen the patients out there 
exchange phone numbers and they call each other 
and talk about how things are going." 

Peace and Freedom. Carreon strides into TROT's 
offices on a flawless blue-sky Friday and greets 
Suarez and Ballou as old friends. She can remem- 
ber them. After catching up, they make their way 
to the arena. Carreon goes straight to Thunder, 
puts her hands on his cheeks and plants a tender 




Rene Suarez, a Navy veteran who suffers from rheumatoid 
arthritis, leads a pack of TROT riders during a Horses for Heroes 
riding session. DeanKnuth 



kiss on his muzzle. Her fellow veterans are also 
attentive to their mounts. 

Once Carreon, Ballou and Suarez are on their 
horses, Vardi starts the drills. 

"OK!" Vardi calls out, "Breathing and stretching! 
Breathing and stretching!" Carreon, ramrod- 
straight in the saddle, throws her arms over her 
head and takes deep breaths. 

"OK, Claudia," Vardi says. "Give him a squeeze. 
Tell him to walk on." Carreon's balance is excel- 
lent. The side walkers don't touch her horse as she 
makes a few passes around the arena at a walk, 
rotating her shoulders, her arms, and then her 
entire upper body. Minutes later, Thunder is off the 
lead rope and Carreon is in command. 

"It's a wonderful experience," Carreon says. 
"It's a feeling of being in charge of myself, of being 
in charge of the horse, the release of tension and 
stress, a feeling of peace and freedom I can't get 
anywhere else. It doesn't matter how many prob- 
lems you have, you forget about them." 

Which is exactly what Horses for Heroes is 
all about. 

"When this program expands across the coun- 
try," Pence says, "there's going to be a wealth of 
more stories just like these." || 

Ken Olsen is a freelance writer living in 
Portland, Ore. 
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State Quarter minting to end, creates 
frenzy to get the final five coins free 

Free giveaway of the final state quarters begins for those who beat 7 day 
order deadline to get all 50 State Quarters in never-circulated condition 




LOOKING IN THE WRONG PLACE: This group of ladies are wasting their time scavenging through loose pocket change 
to complete their state quarter collection. They won't find any valuable never-circulated coins this way. Only readers of 
today's publication who call 1-800-924-2142 to beat the order deadline to claim the entire 50 state collection can claim the 
last 5 state quarters free in brilliant, never-circulated condition. 



By D. L. Cottrell 

UNIVERSAL MEDIA SYNDICATE 

(UMS) You can stop look- 
ing through all that loose 
change to find those wonder- 
ful State Quarters. 

Because those reading this 
magazine will actually get the 
final five State Quarters ever 
to be minted free. 

That's because starting at 
7:00 a.m. today, anyone who 
beats the 7 day order dead- 
line can get the remaining 
five 2008 State Quarters in 
brilliant, never-circulated 
condition for free. 

This is not a mistake. And 
the government is not the 



one to thank. 

It's all because the World 
Reserve has just authorized 
the hand over of all five 
never-circulated 2008 State 
Quarters for free to all who 
cover the one hundred ninety- 
seven dollar release fee for 
the entire collection of all 
the state quarters ever to be 
minted. 

These are no ordinary 
coins, they are in brilliant, 
never-circulated condition. 

This is the last year of re- 
lease for the highly demand- 
ed state quarters. And that 
is likely to have lots of the 
estimated 130 million people 



scrambling to get their hands 
on these free 2008 State 
Quarters while they still can. 

According to one Govern- 
ment official, "The Ameri- 
can people have made the 50 
state quarters the most suc- 
cessful coins in U.S. history." 

"Uncirculated state quar- 
ters are the ones most likely 
to increase in value," said 
Aaron L. Stryker, Execu- 
tive Director of the private 
World Reserve Monetary 
Exchange. 

"And though values al- 
ways fluctuate and there 
are never any guarantees, I 
can tell you that according 



to the Official U.S. Red Book 
Guide to American Coins, 
the never-circulated Ten- 
nessee state quarter has al- 
ready increased in collector 
value by a whopping 1100%," 
Stryker said. 

"Quite frankly, lots of peo- 
ple are putting all their eggs 
in one basket by just saving 
plain old state coins they've 
come across in their pocket 
change. A collection like that 
has virtually little chance of 
ever increasing in value," he 
said. 

"But, when people have 
their entire state quar- 
ter collection in never- 
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circulated condition safely 
displayed in our beautiful 
Presidential Display Chest it 
will take their breath away. 
Owning a complete never- 
circulated collection like 
this will impress everyone," 
Stryker said. 

Stryker went on to explain 
that to keep these quarters 
in their collector preferred 
never-circulated condition 
all the free coins are encap- 
sulated and carefully placed 
into rich royal blue display 
cases that will showcase each 
year's coins. 

"With less than 7 days and 
a limited amount of coins re- 
maining in never-circulated 
condition, the demand is ex- 
pected to reach record lev- 
els. It will be a challenge to 
keep up with the demand," 
Stryker said. 

The World Reserve has 
opened four different claim 
lines to help assist everyone 
to get all the free coins. 

Readers just have to iden- 
tify what zone they fall in and 
call that claim line number 
before the 7 day order dead- 
line expires. 

"We have to put strict 
limits on dealers, but every 
one else who calls should be 
able to get all the free state 
quarters they need," said 
Stryker. ■ 



How to get all of the last State Quarters free 





Locate your zone and call the claim line number within 7 days to 
get the free 2008 State Quarters. If lines are busy, keep trying. 



BLUE ZONE 
call: 1-800-924-214! 

BEGIN CALLING AT 7:00 



142 

) AM | 



(ED ZONE 
call: 1-800-731-4879 

BEGIN CALLING AT 7:00 AM 



GREEN ZO 

CALL: 1-800-918 
BEGIN CALLING AT 



YELLOW ZONE 
call: 1-800-789-3172 

BEGIN CALLING AT 7:00 AM 




FREE COINS: These are the final state quarters ever to 
be minted. Claim line operators are prepared for the rush of 
calls from the estimated 130 million people who are likely to 
be scrambling to get these last remaining state quarters. But 
today's readers can be among the first to move to the head of 
the line and get all five of these never-circulated 2008 State 
Quarters free by just calling their claim order line starting at 
7:00 a.m. today. 




Claim Code: FQ495 



Every reader of this magazine can get all five of the 2008 state quarters free when they beat the 7 day order 
deadline and cover the $197 release fee for the entire collection of all 50 state quarters in brilliant, never- 
circulated condition plus processing and shipping. That's a total of all fifty U.S. State Quarters in brilliant, 
never-circulated condition. By law, minting of the state quarters will permanently cease and there will never 
be any more minted by the U.S. Government. So, once they're gone, they're gone. Regional Zones have been 
established with their own specific claim number. Identify your zone and call that number to claim your free coins. 
THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. THE INCREASE IN COLLECTIBLE 
VALUE OF CERTAIN PRIOR ISSUES OF U.S. COINS AND CURRENCY DOES NOT GUARANTEE 
THAT CURRENT ISSUES WILL ALSO INCREASE IN VALUE. OH RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 
SIX PERCENT SALES TAX AND SORRY NO SHIPMENTS TO VT AND MA RESIDENTS. ALL 
TRANSACTIONS LESS SHIPPING ARE BACKED BY THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE 
WITH A 90 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE OF THE PURCHASE PRICE UP TO $10,000.00. 
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Values for state quarters soar 

Collectors expected to snatch up the last five; then cash in 



"It's staggering how much some of 
the uncirculated state quarters have 
already increased in collector value. 
In fact, the uncirculated Tennessee 
State Quarter has already increased in 
value an astonishing 1100% according 
to the Red Book values. The values of 
the Ohio and Louisiana State Quarters 
have also risen dramatically since 
their release date," confirms Aaron 
L. Stryker, Executive Director of 
the privately owned World Reserve 



Monetary Exchange. 

"It's important to get both mint 
marks. The collector values of coins 
can differ dramatically and there are 
never any guarantees. That's why 
savvy collectors always make sure to 
grab up both mint marks when they 
can get them. And for those who do 
get the 2008 State Quarter Dollars 
it wouldn't be surprising if they were 
worth significantly more at this same 
time next year," Stryker said. 



JACKPOT: This is the entire collection of all 
fifty State Quarters in never-circulated condition. 
All ten Vault Treasuries are safely presented in 
the Official Presidential Display Chest. 




Values Of 
State Quarters 
Have Already 
Skyrocketed 



Tennessee 



Louisiana 



Ohio 



+1100% 



+400% 



+400% 



Source: The Official RED BOOK® A Guide Book of 
United States Coins 2008 (61st Edition). 
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A lot of little girls say their father is their hero. I was no exception. But my father 
wasn't my hero because he bought me a pony (he didn't), or because he helped 
me with my math homework (he did). My dad served in the military for 30-plus 
years, in three major U.S. conflicts, and has been deployed on countless missions 
to serve neighbors in need. He does this every day not for the paycheck but 
because he's passionate about his work and about helping people. 

I've only come to truly appreciate my father's heroism as an adult. His hard work 
and patriotism solidified for me after I saw people my own age, and several years 
younger, deployed with him to Iraq. I knew my dad would look out for these boys 
in the desert, just as he always looked out for me. Over the course of several 
months, these boys would become just as much his family as I am. He became 
their hero as well. 

Ashley Gillen, Brooklyn, N.Y., daughter of Gary J. Gillen 



Sam is my stepfather. 
He married my mother 
21 years ago. Along with 
my mother came a 
stepdaughter, two 
stepgranddaughters 
and me. 

Sam is also a 23-year 
veteran of the U.S. Navy. 
Those years were 
probably a cakewalk 
compared to the trials 
and tribulations of this 
family. 

He has tolerated 
failed relationships, 
financial irresponsibility, 
substance abuse and 
general chaos since 
taking all of us in. 
I wonder how he has 
maintained his sanity. 
He definitely deserves 
hazardous duty pay. 

Sam was a good 
sailor, but he is an even 
better man; without him 
this family would have 
been a ship lost at sea. 

Jim Bob Mullins, 
stepson of Samuel 
Campbell Paterson 



My father was born in County Cork, Ireland, in 1892. He came to the United States in 1913 and received his citizenship 
during the first World War. At the end of the war, he was paralyzed in a German prison camp. Upon returning to the 
States, he was admitted to a VA hospital and told he would never walk again. Over the next 13 years, between the 
medical attention and his own refusal to accept this diagnosis, he walked out of the hospital. 

On behalf of my father and all other veteran fathers who may have passed away, and all of today's veteran fathers 
disabled or hospitalized, every Legionnaire should pay tribute to our veteran fathers. Remember that young Irishman 
who fought for his adopted country, was paralyzed, and fought to walk again. 

Jack Donovan, Alabama, son of William J. Donovan 
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My dad retired after 
nearly 30 years in the Air 
Force. He is a great leader 
who always exhibited 
honesty and fairness to his 
airmen. He did not ask 
anything of them that he 
would not do himself. He 
was commended many 
times for his leadership 
abilities and gained the 
respect of not only his 
superiors but all who came 
in contact with him. 

From my father I learned 
to respect authority, to work 
hard for what I want, and to 
be a fair, honest and good 
person. Today, I own my 
own business. I practice 
with my employees the 
excellent leadership 
I learned from my dad. 
I owe all my success to him. 

Dad is experiencing 
health issues today. I know 
that someday we will be 
handed a folded flag that 
will drape his coffin and hear 
the shots from a 21-gun 
salute that will honor him. 
I will cry and my heart will 
break, but I will know that 
my dad will be with God 
watching over America, as 
he did throughout his life. 

Sherry Stinson Smith, 
Oklahoma City, daughter of 
Command Sgt. 
Maj. Robert L. Snyder 



At 82, my father has been involved in more than 600 military funerals. Though 
he shouldn't be out in frigid weather, he does it because he knows the deceased 
veteran deserves it. It's difficult for him to find volunteers to fill the ranks for a 
proper military burial, yet he forges on. He is a veteran who will never let another 
be buried without honors. 

This is a man who is doing what is right for his comrades, not for his own 
recognition. He is truly one of our last heroes from long ago. There are not many left. 

William L Weger, son of Bob Weger 



In 1966 and 1967, my dad did a tour of duty in 
Vietnam. My mom would often send him 
recorded letters on a small reel-to-reel recorder. 
She would record household sounds: the vacuum 
cleaner, the washing machine, my brother and I 
arguing. One day, I was watching "Batman," the 
ultimate show for a 7-year-old. I told my mom to 
record the opening theme, because I knew that 
when my dad heard it, he would get out of the 
trenches like in the old movies and kick those 
communists out of Vietnam. 

Meelora Bowers Ze rick, Maryville, Tenn., daughter 
of Col. Wilburn Rufus Bowers 




My dad enlisted in the Army in 1942. After basic training as a combat 
medic, he was sent to the Pacific, where he spent the duration of the war. 
At Leyte, he was seriously wounded and lost half his left foot. 

We didn't find out until shortly before his death that he had a great 
number of medals coming. Through the efforts of our senator, Dad 
received the Purple Heart, five Bronze Stars and various others. We are 
very proud of his service and will always miss him. 

Mike McDonnell, Highmore, S.D., son of Leonard McDonnell 



Dad's voice as he read us classic children's poetry is one 
of my earliest memories. Until you hear my dad read 
"Hiawatha" or "Eletelephony," you have not heard it right. 
Before he left for Vietnam, he recorded volumes of poetry 
and fairy tales for my younger sisters and me to listen to 
while he was away. 

He bought a reel-to-reel tape deck in the PX over there 
and continued to record thoughts from the heart for our 
family. Every day he was in Vietnam, he wrote letters full of 
personal advice for six kids ranging in age from preschool 
to high school. 

During the many moves a military family makes, those 
tapes disappeared. I would give anything to have them 
back. Thanks to gracious providence, Dad is still with us, 
and we hope to have him re-record those books of 
beloved children's poems and stories for his great grandchildren. 

He never said much about his time in Vietnam. We're hoping he will open 
up on tape. 

Heather Miller, Commerce City, Colo., 
daughter of John Alexander Mctiardy 
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My father was a U.S. Marine Corps sergeant in World War II. After the war, he 
became a police officer and, ultimately, chief of police. 

Over the years, I have had strangers come up to me and say they joined the Corps 
after my dad arrested them. He didn't drive people straight to jail; he drove them 
around town, discussed life, doing what's right and his experience in the Corps. 

His lessons were also learned at home. Both my brother and I are Marines, 
something my mom said was one of the best gifts we ever could have given him. 

Anthony T. Martinez, Fresno, Calif., son of John C. Martinez 



My father was of the age to have served in Korea 
but was unable to do so, having lost an eye in 
childhood. As the youngest of his seven children, I 
was his baby girl. Through my 16 years in the 
Guard and reserve, a tour in the Persian Gulf and a 
14-month tour in Iraq, my father was one of the 
most supportive people in my career. He didn't 
always understand what it was I was fighting for, 
but he always respected my right to serve, even 
when he knew it put me in harm's way on a daily 
basis. My father was proud of my service in the 
military and shared my latest news with anyone 
who would listen. He raised me to believe I could 
do anything, and that I should always treat others 
the way I want to be treated. 

My father was ill when I left for Iraq and passed 
away two months after I returned. My mother says 
he stayed alive for me. My only regret is that he is 
not here to share his pride over his daughter 
becoming the second of only four female 
command sergeant majors in the Iowa Army 
National Guard. 

Command Sgt Maj. DeanneM. Hosek, HHD, 
109th Medical Battalion (MMB), Iowa City, Iowa, 
daughter of Vince V. Neubauer 



Lt Ant/iony Kulper 




My father was a World War I 
bomber and fighter pilot. 

What stands out strongly in my father's character 
and personality are the values and morals instilled 
and emphasized in him by his military service. Most 
outstanding are respect, honesty and preparedness. 
He taught us by example, not by force. He lived his life 
with good, orderly direction. To this day, at 85 years 
old, my military dad exemplifies the old-world charm 
and grace of a military education, a style that is so 
often lost or overlooked in today's modern high- 
speed world. 

From my father, I have learned the value of fairness, 
kindness and tolerance. I have watched as his fierce 
patriotism is backed by the unshakable belief that the 
United States and its people are strong and good. 

Christine Kulper-Massaro, Sanremo, Italy, 
daughter ofLt. Anthony D. Kulper 
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I am the oldest of 11 children. Just before my father passed away 15 years ago, I procured 
as many cross arrows and other pins of his wartime unit as I could find. I did so in case my 
brothers and sisters would want to wear them at the funeral. I never suspected the impact 
those pins would have. 

Recently, at a meal with some of my brothers and sisters, I noticed my sister was wearing 
the cross arrows on her coat. Another wore a small pin that pictures the shoulder patch of 
the 1st Special Service Force in the center and with U.S. and Canadian flags on either side 
of the patch. One of my brothers wore a Wounded Warrior Project pin, and his daughter 
was wearing a cross-arrow pin. Everyone wore some symbol of military service. I was the 
only person at the table with a single day of active military service. I asked them why they 
still wore them. Each one said it was to honor Dad and his service, and because when 
asked about the pins, wonderful memories of him flood back. At those times, it's like we 
still have Dad with us. 

Retired Army Col. Edward M. Kelly Jr., Mesquite, Texas, son of Edward M. Kelly 
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Give the "Thanks DAD" 10-pack and we'll give you 
a classic Aluminum Travel Case to add to your 
gift FREE, just for taking such good care of Dad 
And remember, at $29.95 it's easy to surprise 
all the "Dads" in your life... father, husband, 
brothers, sons or just treat yourself! 



[THOMPSON/ 

America's Oldest Mail Order 
Cigar Company, Est 1915 
P.O. Box 31274 
Tampa, FL 33631-3274 
Fax:813-882-4605 

©2008 Thompson Cigar Company 



Compare 
at 



Call NOW 1-800-621-5692 

or go online www.thompsoncigar.com 

To get this special offer online, just typeT7865 in our 
home page search bar and click GO 

Order your "Thanks DAD" 10-pack now - supplies are Limited! 

10 premium cigars for $29.95 + $4.95 shipping & handling (#933118). 

OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/08 • NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS AND GOOD ONLY IN THE USA 

(PLEASE, ALL WRITTEN ORDERS MUST INCLUDE YOUR DATE OF BIRTH AND YOUR SIGNATURE) 

(All shipments to AK, HI, Guam, Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico must go priority mail - add an additional $10.00. Florida residents add 6% sales tax + 
appropriate county tax). Remittance of any taxes on orders shipped to a location outside of Florida is the responsibility of the purchaser. In the event we 
are out of a Premium brand, Thompson reserves the right to substitute another premium brand cigar, of equal or greater value. Limit one per customer. 




Do you have diabetes? 
Are you on Medicare? 

If you answered "Yes" to both questions, the cost of your 
diabetes testing supplies may be covered* 

Call 1-800-810-3408 



Know the facts about Medicare 
coverage for people with diabetes. 

You could be eligible for home delivery 
of diabetes testing supplies from Liberty 
Medical— and the costs may be covered 
by Medicare* With many of the new 
Medicare Prescription drug plans, you can 
also have Liberty deliver your prescriptions. 

No up-front costs* With Liberty, you pay 
no money up front for your diabetes 
testing supplies. And with qualified 
supplemental insurance, chances are 
you'll pay nothing at all. 



No claim forms to fill out. Liberty takes 
care of the paperwork and bills Medicare 
and your insurance company for you. 

Free shipping. No-Risk Guarantee.** 

Have your diabetes testing supplies and 
prescriptions delivered to your door, at 
no additional cost to you for shipping. 
We'll even remind you when it's time to 
reorder. With Liberty, you enjoy complete 
satisfaction. Guaranteed. 

A proud sponsor of 

American Diabetes Association 



Get your FREE METER PLUS 
a Free American Diabetes 
Association Cookbook! 

1-800-810-3408 

www. LibertyMedical .com 




* Co-payments, deductibles and some restrictions apply. 

r * Up to 90 days from shipment (a longer period may apply based on law or regulation). Some restrictions may apply. We are unable to accept returns of properly filled prescriptions. 
f Meter offer available to qualified beneficiaries with diabetes. Not available to current Liberty patients. No purchase necessary. Meter shown for illustrative purposes only. Cookbook 

offer dependent on patient enrollment. Combined offer available while supplies last. Terms and conditions apply. 

The Liberty Family of Companies is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1 964. 




The Safety Net 

BY JAY LONDINO 

President Bush says he doesn't want conscription. The 
Pentagon says it doesn't need it. Congress says it won't 
approve it. Still, a growing number of military experts say a 
draft could happen, perhaps unavoidably, because we don't 
know when the global war on terror will end. 

The United States hasn't drafted people into the military 
since 1973. A generation later, U.S. military actions have 
become more like a spectator sport. A smaller volunteer force 
fights the enemy while most draft-eligible citizens remain 
fairly oblivious. 

Many lawmakers worry that U.S. troops are spread too thin 
around the world, forcing many to serve beyond their enlist- 
ment terms. Known as "stop-loss" orders, these extensions of 
duty affect almost 20,000 servicemembers. 

"The Army and Marines are undermanned," writes re- 
tired Army Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, professor of internation- 
al security studies at the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, N.Y. "They are starting to unravel. Support for the 
war is plummeting, along with active-duty and National 
Guard recruiting." 

National Guard and reserve troops, once almost immune to 
activation, now carry an unusually heavy load in Iraq be- 
cause of shortfalls in recruiting. Citizen soldiers now routine- 
ly spend months, even years, in combat zones. Between 1986 



As we continue to wage 
a global war on terror, 
the Selective Service 
stands ready to muster 
draftees, should the 
need arise. 



Many were called, many were drafted 

The first military draft was ordered by President Abraham Lincoln 
in 1863, during the Civil War. In the Union, it was legal for a draftee 
to buy his way out of military service for the substantial sum of 
$300. Draftees could also send substitutes in their places. 

Since then, the United States has used conscription in World War I, 
World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War. By far, World 
War II had the largest number of draftees, with 11,535,000 
(61 percent of all troops who served during the war). Of nearly 
18 million men examined for induction, about 36 percent were 
rejected as physically or mentally unfit for service. 

In 1981, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that women do not have to 
register for the military draft because they are specifically 
excluded from combat, and Congress has the power to establish 
a male-only draft. 



INTERVIEW 



and 1989, the military service of reservists equaled about 
1 million days of work, according to the Congressional 
Research Service. By 2003, reservists accounted for 63 million 
days of active duty - and that figure continues to climb. 

Reliance on Guard and reserve troops to ease the active- 
duty personnel shortage is creating dangerous shortfalls in 
preparedness for emergencies at home. According to the 
Government Accountability Office, the Army National Guard 
in 2004 transferred more than 35,000 pieces of equipment - 
chemical monitors, radios and machine guns - to units 
deploying overseas. These transfers of critical materiel left 
home-based units seriously under-equipped; many units 
lacked one-third of their supply quotas, or more. Such an 
endemic supply shortage leaves Guard units vulnerable in the 
event of a major national emergency. 

Maintaining a state of military readiness in peacetime is no 
longer a luxury. 

"Before 9/11, the military was structured to fight a potential 
World War III," says Thomas F. Hall, assistant secretary of 
defense for reserve affairs. "The thinking was that there 
would be plenty of time to call up the reserves and train 
them. But that scenario is no longer practical/' 

In 1973, our government ended the draft when the last 
U.S. combat troops withdrew from Vietnam. But on Nov. 4, 
1979, Islamic militants stormed the U.S. embassy in Tehran, 
taking 52 U.S. citizens as hostages. About seven weeks later, 
Soviet forces invaded Afghanistan. In the face of these 
overseas developments, President Jimmy Carter reinstituted 





A 35-year veteran of the 
U.S. Marine Corps and Marine 
Corps Reserve, William A. Chatfield 
had built a diverse career in public 
and government service by 2004, 
when he was unanimously con- 
firmed by the Senate to become the 
11th director of the U.S. Selective 
Service System. His experience 
includes a staff position with the 
deputy undersecretary for policy at 
the Defense Department, and a job 
as special assistant to the director of 
the Office of Personnel Management. 

Q: How is the Selective Service 
organized? 

A: We have 136 full-time civilian 
employees, 235 part-time reserve 
officers and 56 state directors - one 
for each state, territory and the 
District of Columbia. Also, Selective 
Service oversees 2,100 local boards 
of five members each, and 96 district 
appellate boards. If Congress voted 
to reinstate a draft, these local 
boards would hear cases in their 
districts and, based on regulatory 
guidelines, determine who would 
receive an exemption or deferment. 

Q: How accurate is the contact 
information for Selective Service 
registrants? 

A: It is highly accurate, because 
Selective Service uses the national 
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If you suffer from 



□ Stress 

□ Headaches 

□ High Blood Pressure 

□ Arthritis 

□ Fibromyalgia 

□ Joint Pain 



□ Constipation 

□ Back Pain 

□ Diabetes 

□ Neuropathy 

□ Edema 



□ Stiff Muscles 

□ Poor Circulation 

□ Insomnia 

□ Sleep Apnea 






You will enjoy using 

the Exerciser 2000 




Receive some of the 
benefits of aerobic 
exercise without stress 
or impact on the joints! 




These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. 
Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any diseases. 



How Does the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ Work? 

Enjoy the benefits of passive exercise — just lie down, place your 
ankles on the ankle rest and let the machine do the work. 

When you turn the machine on, it creates a 2 inch, right to 
left movement that gently moves the body back and forth. 

This gentle swinging motion cycles up through 
the whole body, creating an exercise movement 
without stress or impact on the joints. 



Features 

• Weighs only 
15 pounds 

• 15" wide x 13.5" 
deep x 9.5" high 

•ISO-9001 Certified 

• FDA Class 1 
Registered 

• ETL Approval 

• 5-speed operation 

• 2 pre-programmed 
selections 

— one for relaxation 
and one for energizing 

• Heavy duty, high 
torque DC motor 

• Wide cushioned 
ankle rest 

• 16 minute digital 
timer with safety 
shut-off 

• 4 year parts and 
labor warranty 



Don't be fooled by cheap imitations 



What people are saying about the Exerciser 2000 Elite 



TM 



After using the Exeter 2000 
Plite™ twice a day for one 

to stop and catch ^ ^ 
Thank you. —bhtriey n > 



As a Chiropractor, I would 
like to say that the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ enables people to 
benefit themselves at home. It 
is a valuable asset in moving 
lymph fluid, oxygenating the 
blood, increasing immune 
system function, maintaining 
mobility in the spine, and 
additionally freeing up a spine 
that has become stiff and 
arthritic. — Garry Gorsuch, D. C. 



\ 



i 



After having a stroke, I could no 
longer exercise the way I used to. 
As a result, I developed edema. A 
friend of mine introduced me to 
the Exerciser 2000 Elite™. I loved 
it and I purchased one for myself. 
After using the machine daily 
for a few weeks, my symptoms 
of edema were completely gone. 
I now use the machine twice a 
day for 16 minutes each time on 
speed 3. What a wonderful way to 
-Robert M. 



exercise. 



I am in my late 80's and have diabetes. 
The first thing I noticed when I 
started using my machine was that 
my feet were warm when I went to 
bed. They were always ice cold before. 
Because one of my problems is poor 
circulation, I use the machine three 
times a day for 10 minutes each; in 
the morning, late afternoon and just 
before bed. I almost forgot to mention 
that I have not been able to lift my 
arms above my head. Now I can do it. 
You think that's no big deal until you 
can't do it anymore. — Ralph K. 



The ad I saw almost sounded "too 
good to be true". With your no risk 
money back guarantee I figured I had 
nothing to lose so I purchased the machine... 
and boy, am I glad I did! I am 75 years old and 
suffer from sciatica, which makes my back and 
legs tighten up and causes numbness. I was 
taking 8-10 Aleve™ every day. After using the 
machine for only 4 minutes, I noticed my lower 
back loosening up. Since I have been using the 
machine I haven't taken any pain pills and have 
been pain free. My sciatica is not giving me 
problems anymore and my body stays loosened 
up. I have also had a snoring problem for quite 
some time, however, since using the machine 
my snoring has subsided. My wife is so excited! 
I cannot tell you how much this machine has 
turned my life around. — C. Cummings 



I love using the 
Exerciser 2000 Elite™ 
after my morning 
workout. It is an 
excellent way to cool 
down and it helps 
to start my day off 
right. — Deanna G, Kansas 



A 1 Have been into natural 
My husband and 1 . b£* ^ 
_jLl„rts all of our lives du 



products all ot our ^ erciser 2000 
~ 5 cted us like *e E*^ 
M . My husband ^tketsof 



ever 



flowers. He carr les ^Zh\nc his back 
water. Since using the mach ^ 
hasn't hurt him at dL My £ P ^ 



J have had constipation 
Problems for over 25 
years. Since I have been 

u «ng the Exerciser 
2000EIiteTM IW 

Regular every day 
W begun £ lose 

^exght. This is truly a 

blessing and is so easy 
to use. / 



me dication anymore. to * ^ 
wh en I get :«* f£ „ gteatl Thank 
anymore. At 65, wo , ^ We 

jsnow about it. 



— Cheryl J- 




"$46 



I had suffered with sleep apnea 
for many years and had been 
taking drugs for it. I was told I 
would have to use a breathing 
apparatus. In the meantime, I 
was introduced to the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ and decided to 
purchase one. Within two 
weeks, I was sleeping more 
deeply and restfully than ever 
before. — David B. 



%/ Use code A200 when ordering by phone or website and receive 
a promotional price <^$359«95 an d FREE shipping in the 
Continental United States. 

%/ 90 Day No Risk Money Back Guarantee — You have nothing to lose. 
If you are not completely satisfied y you can return it for a full refund. 
We provide a FREE return shipping label for your convenience. 



Save $90.00 on demo 
units when available. 



1-800-748-7172 

www.clarkenterprises2000.com 



Clark Enterprises 2000 Inc. 

240 Berg Road, Salina, KS 67401 



President Jimmy Carter reactivates the Selective Service registration 
requirement in a signing ceremony at the White House on July 2, 1980. 
Since then, Congress has not yet authorized military conscription, ap 



the Selective Service registration requirement in 1980 for all 
males aged 18 to 25. Although young American males had to 
register for the draft once more, Congress never authorized 
conscription. Essentially, that's where the issue stands today 
in America. It's still the law to register, but the draft remains 
a last resort. 

Penalties for failing to register with the Selective Service 
include, but are not limited to: 

■ Denial of federal education loans and grants. 

■ Loss of eligibility for federal and state jobs. 

■ Denial of citizenship (in the case of resident aliens). 
Registration compliance is actually quite high; about 

91 percent of eligible men have registered. Forty states and 
territories now link government jobs, federally backed 
education benefits and driver's license eligibility. 

Despite increasing pressures on standing U.S. forces, and 
the possibility of unforeseen threats to U.S. security, the 
Selective Service System budget has recently declined. After 
rising from $24.4 million in fiscal 2001 to $26.3 million in 
fiscal 2003, the budget has gradually shrunk to $22 million 
for 2008. That comes out to .000006 percent of federal spend- 
ing, a small price for maintaining a national "safety net" in 
the event of military emergencies. 

What if the Korean War reignited tomorrow, and commu- 
nist forces stormed across the 38th parallel, intent on destroy- 
ing the southern Republic of Korea? And what if, a month or 
so later, Iran launched a full-scale invasion of Iraq - backed 
by Russian arms? The Selective Service would most likely go 
back into action after spending more than three decades in 
bureaucratic mothballs. Would it be ready to do its job? 
Would it operate the same way it did in the days when 
protesters were burning their draft cards? 



change-of-address system employed 
by the U.S. Postal Service. In addi- 
tion, this program is supplemented 
with changes provided by the 
registrant himself by phone, mail 
and Internet. Actual mailings 
average a 98.5-percent successful 
contact rate. Compliance with the 
Selective Service registration require- 
ment is about 91 percent. So our 
procedures are working. 

Q: How do you achieve such a high 
compliance rate? 
A: The two most successful pro- 
grams that foster registration compli- 
ance are state driver's license laws, 
which require young men to register 
for the draft as part of their license 
applications. The other great source 
for registrations are state and federal 
laws that link a young man's eligibil- 
ity for government-funded education 
benefits to the federal registration 
requirement. In addition, we have 
cultivated ties with high-school 
principals, counselors and commu- 
nity organizations that reach out to 
men who are not in the mainstream. 
Finally, we use public-service 
announcements and display booths 
at civic events to get the word out on 
registration requirements. 

Q: What additional methods might 
the Selective Service System use to 
assist recruiting efforts? 
A: One example, which we are doing 
daily, is allowing the Department of 
Defense to piggyback with its 
recruitment literature on our routine 
registration acknowledgment mail- 
ings. So when a young man registers 
with Selective Service, he receives 
his Selective Service number, which 
is important to qualify for many state 
and federal programs and benefits. 
Additionally, our acknowledgement 
mailing includes information on the 
military services, including their 
reserve components. For instance, if 
a man wants information about 
programs in naval aviation, he 
checks off that option on the card 
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Try MAXODERM 
FREE TODAY! 



ADVERTISEMENT 



Dr. Steffanie Seaver PSY.D is an expert in the 
area of interpersonal relationships. Researcher, 
author and accomplished public speaker, she has 
lectured nationwide for over a decade. Dr. Seaver 
has also been involved with several publications 
covering relationship and lifestyle issues. 



For a Limited Time, receive an additional 
$200 in Free Gifts! *See Reader's Note for details. 



Ask The Expert 



• •• 



We Know You Want To 

But Can You? 




New Study Regarding 

Shows Age Doesn't 

Decrease Desire. 



/ 



Dear Steffanie, 
My husband and I have always enjoyed an active 
sex life. Now that the children are grown, we've 
been able to share more intimate, spontaneous 
moments. But sometimes these special moments 
are interrupted by my husband's inability to be 
consistently "in the mood" when it matters most. 
Steffanie, getting older isn y t stopping this couple 
- erratic performance is. I know there are 
pills for this sort of thing but my husband is 
leery of trying a pill because of some other 
minor health concerns. Can you recommend 
anything else? 

"Ready and Waiting" 

|Dear Readers, 

Sometimes when I find a statistic floating around 
the media, I have certain doubts about the 
legitimacy of the results. For instance, when a 
political poll is taken about candidates or their 
policies I understand that whoever conducted that 
poll probably has an agenda and the outcome 
skewed accordingly. 

Other times, however, results come from a 
completely neutral, totally unbiased, and trusted 
source that's dependable. Such was the case 
very recently when the New England Journal of 
Medicine published a federally funded study 
conducted by respected scientists about the 
sexual activity of men and women between 
57-85 years old. 1 



The results were enough to leave 
your grandchildren red-faced. 

Among respondents who were sexually active, the 
frequency of sex was lower among those who 
were 75-85 years of age than among younger 
persons. However, even in this oldest-age group, 
54% of sexually active persons reported having 
sex at least 2-3 times per month, and 23% reported 
having sex once a week or more - that's 77% still 
having sex regularly into their 80' s! 1 But the 
bottom line is that a healthy and active sex life 
does NOT have to end at a random age just 
because society assumes it does. People in their 
50 's and 60 's want to engage in intimate relations 
but as the age increases, the question isn't about 
whether or not you want to - but can you? 

A significant percentage of couples report that virility 
trouble keeps them from experiencing spontaneous 
intimacy - not desire. Where there is a will, there is a 
way . . . MAXODERM™, the PATENTED Instant 
Male Enhancement formula that you see all over TV 
and hear about on the radio all day long, is for any 
man or couple looking for more. 

Recommended by Leading Physician, 
Michael A. Savino, M.D., it's a topical lotion that 
you use when "you need it most". Consumers 
report they LITERALLY START FEELING IT IN 
UNDER SIXTY SECONDS , so there's no "waiting 
game", unlike with pills that could take weeks to kick 



in - or worse cause potential side effects! 

Best of all, MAXODERM is enjoyed by thousands 
of satisfied customers and its WELL-KNOWN 
formula is so unique that it was recently granted a 
PATENT by the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office! 

For over half a decade, MAXODERM has been 
helping couples be ready for those spontaneous 
intimate moments and I've been at this long 
enough to know that if a company lasts that long 
in the Male Enhancement business - it's because 
they're making people happy (very happy) and, in 
my opinion, it's all for the better. 

Want a FREE SUPPLY of MAXODERM? That's 
easy! You can still get one with your order by 
CALLING 1-800-735-9047 TODAY or VISIT 

www.getmaxoderm.com . and for a 

LIMITED TIME, you can still get a FREE SUPPLY 

with your order that are yours to keep! Oh and even 
better, MAXODERM comes with a RISK FREE 
90 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. So call 
now while supplies last - you'll both be glad you did! 
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Patented Formulation! 



READER'S NOTE 
*MAXODERM RISK FREE OFFER 

"We know that once you try Maxoderm you 11 never want to go without it again - it's that simple. We're 
so confident that we're giving an unheard of 90-Day Full Money Back Guarantee! Order 2 tubes 
Risk-Free Today and well throw in a FREE SUPPLY and FOR A LIMITED TIME, you can still get 
$200 worth of Free Gifts with your order that are yours to keep. So join the thousands of satisfied 
customers today and call 1-800-735-9047 or visit WWW.getmaxoderm.com . You have 
nothing to lose and everything to 'gain!" - Barmensen Labs 



Individual results may vary. The information featured above has been compiled from actual letters we've received from a few of our many satisfied customers. Customer testimonial results may not be typical. The pen name Dr. Steffanie Seaver is used for 
privacy purposes. All credentials are actual. Dr. Savino is a compensated member of Barmensen's Advisory Board. AMLE0608 1. 2007, Massachusetts Medical Society. New England Journal of Medicine 2007;357:762-74. 




Men stand in line to register for the draft in 1947. 



A 21st-century draft would be quite different from the one 
many veterans knew in the Vietnam War era. Several reforms 
have made it a more fair and equitable selection process, with 
fewer reasons for rejecting men from service. Back in the 
1960s, when draft dodgers were hitting the road for the 
Great White North, a potential draftee could avoid service 
if he was a full-time college student making acceptable 
progress in his studies. Nowadays, college students can only 
postpone their inductions for one semester (two semesters for 
seniors). It doesn't matter if they are summa cum laude or 
Johnny-come-lately. 

If a military draft kicked into high gear tomorrow, local 
draft boards would be far better equipped to work with the 
communities they serve, according to information published 
by the Selective Service System. Requirements are now in 
place that make the boards much more representative of 
racial and national origins in their communities. 

Future draftees would also cope with fewer uncertainties 
than their Vietnam-era counterparts, who could be drafted 
between the ages of 18 and 26. For example, an 18-year-old 
eligible for the draft in 1964 might not have been drafted 
right away. But he would have remained in the draft pool 
until 1973; not until his 27th birthday would he have been 
100 percent sure of not being drafted. Today, the Selective 
Service uses a lottery system that significantly reduces a 
man's chances, on an annual basis, of being drafted. 

If the draft returns, the Selective Service System won't 
win any popularity contests on college campuses. But it 
will create a safety net of troops in a more fair and represen- 
tative manner. || 

Joseph A. "Jay" Londino is a 24-year veteran of the U.S Army 
and Army Reserve. He is currently a writer and investigator 
in Pittsburgh. 



and returns it to a military 
fulfillment center. That center 
collects the requests and passes 
them on for reply. 

Q: Are there any exceptions to who 
must register with Selective Service, 
and are there any other requirements? 
A: The only exceptions generally 
would be men in the United States on 
valid visas, men on full-time military 
active duty, or young men who are 
institutionalized or confined. All 
other men ages 18 through 25 must 
register, including conscientious 
objectors and those with physical 
handicaps. After registration, the 
only requirement is to keep Selective 
Service informed of address changes 
by mail, phone or Internet. Complete 
information and answers to all 
registration concerns can be found 
online at www.sss.gov. 

Q: What is your greatest priority for 
the remainder of your term? 
A: Well, another 6,000-plus young 
men turn 18 each day in the United 
States. Creating and maintaining 
registration awareness in that age 
group remains a top priority. Directly 
connected to that is improving the 
ability of Selective Service to get the 
word out about registration require- 
ments, even during periods of fiscal 
constraints. 

- Jay Londino 



An artful draft dodger 

Probably the strangest draft dodger in 
U.S. history was Everett Stewart of Valley 
Station, Ky. During World War II, Stewart 
feigned serious illness on several 
occasions, pretending to be various 
members of his own family while 
updating the local draft board on his 
failing health. Stewart even dressed up 
as a woman and tried to pass himself off 
as his own widow to report his supposed 
death. Eventually, he served three years 
in federal prison for draft evasion. 
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Treasure in texas 

Secret Hoard of 110- Year-Old Silver Stuns Coin Experts! 




Larger than actual 
size of 30.6 mm 

AUSTIN, Texas, Tuesday 8:55 AM — For 

years stories have circulated about a huge 
cache of U.S. silver half dollars that had been 
accumulated and stashed away in an unknown 
location by an old-time collector. But it was 
not until our firm was summoned to a tiny 
farm outside Austin, Texas that hearsay 
suddenly became startling fact. 

There, spread before us on a dining room 
table, was a small mountain of silver half 
dollars. But as we began to inspect each 
coin, one by one, our surprise turned to 
shock. For these were not just any old silver 
coins, but rather the very first United States 
commemoratives, the legendary 1893 
Columbian Exposition Half Dollars — over 
a thousand of them! What's more, each and 
every coin was preserved in Very Fine condition. 
The old-timer knew his stuff, and had kept 
only the better coins in collectible grade. 

First Ever, Last Ever? 

This is the first hoard of authentic original 
1893 Columbian silver halves we've ever seen 
of this magnitude, and perhaps the last as 
well. The United States ceased issuing 90% 
silver coins 40 years ago. Since then, millions 
upon millions have vanished forever into the 
melting pot. It is doubtful we will ever chance 
upon a hoard of this size and quality again. 
Due to our private purchase of this major 
find, this may be your last opportunity to 
acquire this historically important and 
valuable collectors coin through a public 
offering such as this. The Columbian Half 

The Columbian Exposition Half-Dollar 

Designers: Charles Barber (obverse) 

and George Morgan (reverse) 
Diameter: 30.6 mm 
Weight: 12.5 grams 
Composition: .900 fine silver 
Status: Legal-Tender Commemorative 
Date: 1893 

©GovMint.com, 2008 



Dollar was issued to celebrate the World's 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago. It was one 
of the great world's fairs of the 19th century. 
Situated on almost 700 acres bordering Lake 
Michigan, the Expo grounds held 150 buildings 
with exhibits from all the nations of North 
and South America. At the fair one could ride 
the world's first Ferris Wheel, or take in such 
sights as a 22,000 pound brick of Canadian 
cheese or a 30,000 pound temple crafted 
entirely of chocolate! 

Thousands of visitors attended the fair during 
1892-93. The official U.S. Mint Columbian 
Silver Half Dollar was sold at the fair 
for the premium price of one 
dollar — equal to about a full M 
day's wages back then. 




Silver Legacy 
of Lasting Value 

Relatively few Silver Columbian Half Dollars 
survived the last century, and fewer yet in Very 
Fine condition. These coins retain their full 
designs in bold relief with complete dates. 
Columbus' ship the Santa Maria sails across 
the reverse side of the coin, with the two 
hemispheres representing the world beneath 
it. This is your chance to acquire a family 
heirloom that will be the cornerstone of any 
collection. The Columbian Exposition Silver 



Half Dollar will always be sought-after by 
collectors for its historic importance as our 
nation's FIRST commemorative coin. Act today 
to become one of the few who has the chance to 
own a coin from this major find before they are 
gone forever. Get one for yourself, your friends 
and loved ones. It will make a gift of lasting 
value that they will treasure for a lifetime. 

Satisfaction Guarantee 

Each original, first-ever 1893 commemorative 
half dollar comes protected in a numismatic 
capsule and housed in a presentation case 
along with a Certificate of Authenticity attesting 
to its age, condition and .900 fine silver 
content. While they last, an original 1893 
Columbian Exposition Half-Dollar is 
£\ just $29.95 plus S/H (see below for 
f ~ | additional savings ) . You must be 
100% satisfied with your order, or 
simply return it within 30 days by 
\y insured mail for a prompt refund of 
the purchase price. 

1893 Columbian Exposition 
Half-Dollar $29.95 plus S&H 
Order More and SAVE! 
3 or More just $27.95 each plus S&H 
5 or More just $25.95 each plus S&H 

Toll-Free 24 hours a day 

1-800-721-0288 



Promotional Code CXD123 

Please mention Promotional Code when you call. 



We can also accept your check by phone. 
To order by mail call for details. 

[ll GovMlNT.COM 

^tjj/ YOUR ONE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. CXD123, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

w w w.Go vMint .com 

Note: GovMint.com is a private distributor of government and 

private coin and medallic issues and is not affiliated with the 

United States Government. Prices subject to change , 

without notice. „ „ . „ __br__ 

Member Better Business Bureau BBB 



The Unabashed Anchor 

CNN host Lou Dobbs built an audience of millions by taking stands on controversial issues. 
Forty-five years ago, before a group of Idaho Legionnaires, he learned how to speak his mind. 



Lou Dobbs can be described as what happens 
when you cross a rural southern Idaho up- 
bringing with a Harvard-educated mind for 
business, economics and astronomy - not the 
world's most common combination. But if the 
Populist Party were to rise again, Dobbs would be 
its man. That's not likely to happen. So, for those 

who believe the 62-year-old 
llSii'it4pltii4FlJ CNN co-founder, author and 
■■■■■■■■■■fl broadcaster belongs in the 

White House, Web sites such as 
www.loudobbsforpresident.org exist to nudge the 
unabashed anchor into the political arena. But 
that's not likely to happen, either. 

What did happen, however, is that Dobbs 
received the National Commander's Public Rela- 
tions Award at the 48th Annual American Legion 
Washington Conference on April 2. 

"Lou Dobbs is a true American patriot," Ameri- 
can Legion National Commander Marty Conatser 
said. "His compassion for America's veterans and 
support for the U.S. military is clear to the viewers 
of 'Lou Dobbs Tonight.' Lou has been a tireless and 
true leader in the fight against illegal immigration. 
America would be better off if lawmakers would 
heed his common-sense solutions to serious 
problems that this nation faces." 



Dobbs' newest book, "Independents Day: Awak- 
ening the American Spirit," was released last 
November. He recently spoke with The American 
Legion Magazine. 

Q: What kind of effect did a rural upbringing 
have on you? 

A: I took my wife about 30 years ago back to Rupert, 
Idaho, to show her where I had grown up. She was 
very anxious to see where I had been raised. I had 
told her stories about rafting on the Snake River, 
fishing and hunting. I showed her around, and 
driving back east, I asked, "What did you think?" 

She said, "Well, hon, I really understand more 
about you. I understand the code of the West you 
grew up with." 

I said, "Well, would you like to buy a place 
out there? A farm?" 

She said, "No, I think we should stay right 
where we are." 

Q: It was in southern Idaho where you had your first 
connection to The American Legion. 
A: My first experience with The American Legion 
was, I believe, when I was 16 years old. One of my 
English teachers asked me to join The American 
Legion speech competition. The discussion was 
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"individual rights and responsibilities." I won the 
state competition in Idaho. So I have always had 
more than a fond feeling for The American Legion. 
That experience was fundamental to my ability to 
communicate in public. 

Q: Did that experience trigger your interest in 
constitutional rights? 

A: No, but it gave me an opportunity to think 
more deeply and to express those rights and those 
responsibilities. It's been an element of my life 
throughout my life. I never think about rights or 
privileges without thinking about responsibilities. 

Q: You describe yourself now as an independent 
What does that mean? 

A: I think there has never been a more important 
time in our history for Americans to be indepen- 
dent. The problems we are encountering right now 
in society are not going to be resolved by partisan- 
ship. They've been created by partisans, by 
Democrats and Republicans, over the course of the 
past 30 years, who've lost sight of American ideals. 

Q: Do you think the major parties and the average 
American have lost contact with each other? 
A: There is no such thing as the perfect American, 
the average American. But there is the American, 
and he or she is not being represented by either of 
these political parties. The fundamental tenet of 
democracy is the rule of the majority. I don't think 
we can claim that we have a democracy today in 
this country because the rule of majority is not 
occurring in this government. 

Q: You have built a huge following with your 
coverage of illegal immigration. What about your 
approach to the subject drives audience interest? 
A: When I talk about illegal immigration, I'm 
talking about national sovereignty. I'm talking 
about respect for our law, respect for our borders, 
respect for our ports, the security of this nation 
and the safety of our people. 

We have laws. If ever there were a time for law 
and order, and recognition of the importance of 
both, it is now. Here we are in a global war on 
radical Islamist terror. Here we are at the end of 
three decades of fighting a war on illegal drugs, at 
the time when Mexico represents the primary 
source of methamphetamines, cocaine, marijuana 
and heroin entering this country. There isn't a 
single parent in this country who should not be 
immediately demanding that that border with 
Mexico be secured, that our ports be secured, so 



that another generation of young people will not 
have to deal, at least in part, with the supply of 
illegal drugs into this country. I think there is a 
special place reserved in hell for those who 
continue to permit it. 

Q: You take on the subject almost every night 
Doesn't that get tedious? 

A: Lesley Stahl of "60 Minutes," a year ago, said, 
"Well, you're very repetitious in your treatment of 
these problems." 

I said, "Well, you know, that depends. If you're 
my critic, I'm repetitious. If you're my friend, I'm 
thorough and ongoing with my journalism." 

I can understand people saying I am being 
repetitious on illegal immigration if I filed a report 
on illegal immigration a week ago, and the prob- 
lem is now solved. But it's not solved. It's worse. 

Q: What has it been like watching CNN grow up? 
A: My first job was to put on the first nightly 
business newscast on television. It was called 
"Moneyline." It was terrific. 

The Gulf War was the turning point in the 
standing of the network. More than a billion 
people were watching CNN and not the other 
networks. That's when CNN came of age. 

Q: What was the U.S. economy like when 
"Moneyline" debuted? 

A: It was the outset of the bull market after the 
disastrous decade of stagflation and recession 
from the 1970s. 

Q: The average American suddenly became more 
deeply affected by the overall economy. 
A: Absolutely. The 1980s and 1990s were unparal- 
leled - a time of real prosperity, prosperity that 
was shared fully throughout the economy. 

Q: In October 1987, however, the fragility of a 
stock-driven economy became glaringly apparent. 
You received the Peabody Award for your coverage 
of Black Monday. Did you see it coming? 
A: In the narrow horizon, yes. I started seeing 
markets becoming increasingly volatile. Alan 
Greenspan had joined the Fed in August of that 
year. The markets were more volatile than I'd ever 
seen them. I positioned live trucks on Wall Street 
because I had seen what was coming. 

Q: How would you describe the U.S. economy right 
now, and what is responsible for its condition? 
A: We are looking at a major crisis on the part of 
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our financial institutions, Wall Street, the credit 
markets. When the fifth largest investment bank 
has to be bailed out by the Federal Reserve, no one 
needs a large signpost saying "economic crisis/' 
When we have a million people, as we do now, 
facing foreclosure over the next four months, we 
have a crisis. And we have a government that is 
not being responsive. This is not an issue of being 
a Democrat or Republican, conservative or liberal. 
These are the facts. We have a lack of leadership in 
responding to these crises. It's intolerable. 



our ports or crossing one of our borders and then 
overstaying a visa. It is mind-boggling. 

George Morehouse at Harvard University did a 
study three or four years ago estimating that 
excess immigration into this country is costing 
American workers $200 billion a year in sup- 
pressed wages. That's a lot of money. Then you 
have overcrowding of schools, particularly in our 
border states, the cost of health care, welfare, all 
sorts of social benefits, including education. The 
cost is incalculable. 



Q: Are we in a recession now? 
A: Absolutely. 

Q: Are we heading into something bigger? 
A: If we do not honestly and 
vigorously deal with the crisis in 
front of us, yes. 



Q: How much of that do yon 
attribute to the outsourcing of the 
U.S. economy to overseas labor? 
A: Well, we have lost more than 
3 million manufacturing jobs in the last five years. 
We have had 3 million jobs outsourced to cheap 
foreign labor markets - middle-class jobs. We have 
watched wages stagnate. The working man and 
woman in this country, trying to provide for their 
families, face inordinate challenges. Higher energy 
costs. Higher tuition costs. A public-education 
system that literally is failing a generation of 
Americans. A work environment where one does 
not have job security. That is not the social con- 
tract that made this a great country. 

Q: What has changed? 

A: There is no longer an allegiance to the worker 
on the part of corporate America. In the late '80s 
and '90s, we heard CEOs talking about the empow- 
erment of the employee - his or her talent, innova- 
tion. We now hear about their efficiency, produc- 
tivity, competitiveness - code words for "How 
cheap can that labor be?" 

Q: How much has illegal immigration contributed to 
the country's economic condition? 
A: Illegal employers are bringing in illegal employ- 
ees. It's a violation of our border security. It's a vio- 
lation of our identity-theft laws. It's a violation of 
the use of Social Security identification. Those who 
talk about amnesty don't realize the number of 
laws that are broken by an illegal alien in this 
country. It is not simply entering through one of 



'Why in the world are we now, 
almost seven years after Sept. 11, 
still not inspecting 95 percent of the 
cargo entering our ports?' 



Q: How do we find our way out? 
A: It's very simple. We have a 2,000-mile border 
with Mexico. Secure the border. That's the first 
thing that has to be done. 

And we are faced with the 
prospect, in the global war on 
terror, of dirty bombs, of biochem- 
ical warfare. Why in the world are 
we now, almost seven years after 
Sept. 11, still not inspecting 95 
percent of the cargo entering our 
ports? It's inexcusable. 



Q: A lot of people may not realize that astronomy is 
one of your big interests. You launched the Web site 
www.space.com and take a great deal of interest in 
NASA. Why? 

A: From the time I was a kid on the plains of 
southern Idaho, I have been fascinated by rocketry, 
fascinated by astronomy. I was an amateur astron- 
omer - that's probably too strong a word for the 
first part of my life, because I could not afford a 
very fancy telescope - but I have always been 
fascinated by it. 

Young folks today don't realize what a big deal 
the space program was. When President Kennedy 
said, "We're going to the moon by the end of the 
decade," that was pretty compelling stuff. Every 
one of those astronauts was a national hero. For 
me, they still are. The Apollo program, Gemini or 
Mercury, or whichever the program, it was a 
magnificent time, a wonderful time in the national 
character, to see what this nation could do. 

That's why I find it so difficult to understand 
why so many people accept our limits as a nation, 
rather than talk about our potential, and the 
opportunities that we should be fulfilling. || 

-JeffStoffer 



For an extended version, visit www.legion.org 
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TO HONOR UNITED STATES MILITARY VETERANS 

UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 

MILITARY SKRVICK RINKS 

★ + ^ Featuring a Solid 1 OKT Gold Service Branch Emblem on Genuine Black Onyx ^ * 





e proudly present our Official U.S. Armed Forces 
Military rings to honor the bravery and patriotism of 
our active and retired Veterans. 

The tops of each ring feature solid 10 KT Gold Service Branch 
Emblems cast in high relief and mounted on genuine black 
onyx stones. (Marine Corps on red stone) 

As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring will be engraved 
on the inner band with your initials, rank and years served. 

The sides of the rings are beautiful, boldly detailed sculptures 
to further signify each branch of service and its achievements. 
Each ring is custom-crafted in America using genuine sterling 
silver, richly layered in 22 karat antiqued gold. 

The inside band is solid and smooth for maximum comfort and 
fit. Our rings are never hollowed out. 
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"Thank you" priced at a remarkably low $199*, an affordable 
payment plan is also available. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 100%. 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return your ring 
within 30 days for replacement or refund - no questions asked. 
So, order yours today! You have earned the right to wear this 
special ring. 





NAVY SEAL, NAVY SEABEE & MERCHANT MARINE 



jl. jl. -JL FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-255-3048 + + * 

^ ^ Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. ^ ^ 



Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings 

Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ Y h> S . I wish to order the following exclusive Military Service ring, 
featuring a solid gold Service Emblem, personalized as follows^ 
FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN WITH EVERY ORDER! 

Ring Size t (if known): 




I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments 
of $49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS(We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name 



Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 
□ Coast Guard □ Navy Seabee □ Navy Seal □ Merchant Marine 



Address _ 



Status: □ Active □Retired 



Initials (3): 



City_ 



. State_ 



Zip. 



Rank:_ 



Years Served: 



_to_ 



] A custom ring sizerwill be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit. 



Signature. 



. Phone # ( 



_)_ 



* Plus SI 4.9 5 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% sales tax. 



FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COA 



Legionnaires, other organizations 
send 5,000 soccer balls to kids in Iraq, Afghanistan. 



BY STEVE BROOKS 

For those who do not believe in a higher 
power, Legionnaire Al Andres believes he has 
enough evidence to prove otherwise. 

Andres was the central figure in a 
sequence of events that, over 11 weeks, led 
to a shipment of 5,000 soccer balls from the 
United States to American troops serving in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. There, soldiers are 
now distributing the balls to local children. 
The American Legion, the American Youth 
Soccer Organization, the Delaware USO, 
Creative Artists Agency in Los Angeles and 
global shipping giant DHL all came together 
to pull off what seemed a nearly impossible 
task - one that, without donations, could 
have cost more than $160,000 and taken 
a lot longer. 

"This was meant to happen/' said Andres, 
commander of American Legion Post 431 in 
Parkesburg, Pa. "There's no other way this 
could have happened in this short amount of 
time. I don't know if you believe in God or 
not, but there was some kind of godly inter- 
vention. It was the AYSO, The American 
Legion, the USO, Creative Artists Agency and 
the military itself all coming together per- 
fectly." 



Everything started with an e-mail sent to 
an employee at Cisco Systems, Inc., from 
U.S. Marine Corps Maj. David Sandvold 
a week before Christmas. Employees at 
Cisco - which has a large veteran contin- 
gent, including Andres - had previously 
sent $6,000 worth of calling cards to U.S. 
servicemembers overseas. Sandvold sent 
an e-mail thanking them, including his 
thoughts on U.S. efforts in Iraq. Sandvold 
said the people of Iraq had welcomed the 
soldiers with a "somewhat distant, reluctant 
acceptance," but that the children "love us 
because we give them happiness wrapped 
in candy. From time to time we will throw 
them a soccer ball - or any kind of ball - 
if we get one in the mail. (Hint, hint!)" 

Cisco employees got the hint and, in 
late January, Andres began making phone 
calls to acquire more soccer balls. Erin 
Murray of Mark's Hope, an organization 
founded in memory of an Army captain 
killed in Iraq in 2004, donated 300 balls 
and sent them to Sandvold. Meanwhile, 
Andres got in touch with Drew Deighan, 
the American Youth Soccer Associa- 
tion's sales and marketing manager. 
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Introducing the world's simplest, cell phone experience — with service as low as $10 a month" 

It doesn't play games, take pictui 
jjjg- or give you the weather 

No. The Jitterbug developed with Samsung. 




It's the cell phone that's changing all the rules, 

For people like me, who want a cell phone that's easy to use. Over the 
years, cell phones have become smaller and smaller with so many complicated 
features.They are harder to program and harder to use. But the Jitterbug* 
cell phone has simplified everything, so it's not only easy to use, it's easy 
to try No crowded malls, no waiting in line, no confusing sales people, 
or complicated plans. Affordable and convenient cell phone service is 
only a toll-free phone call away. 

Questions about Jitterbug? Try our pre-recorded 

Jitterbug Toil-Free Hotline I -866-427- I 479 

The new Jitterbug® cell phone makes calling simple! 

• Large, bright, easy to see display and buttons 

• Comes pre-programmed and ready to use right out of the box 

• No contract required 

• An operator is always available to help you, and will call you by name 

• Push "Yes" to call directly from your personal phone list 

• Soft ear cushion and louder volume for better sound quality 

• Separate Volume Up/Down button on cover of phone 

• Hearing aid compatible 

• Familiar dial tone confirms service (no other cell phone has this) 

• Service as low as $10 a month* 

• Access help wherever you go 



Why pay for minutes you'll never use! 
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Plan + 
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$20.00 
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30 


60 


Operator Assistance 


24/7 


24/7 


911 Access 


FREE 


FREE 


Long Distance Calls 


No add 'I charge 
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Nationwide Coverage ++ 


Yes 


Yes 


Trial Period 
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30 days 



Available in a simple 
12-button Dial phone 
and an even simpler 
3-button OneTouch 
phone for easy access 
to the operator, the 
number of your 
choice, and 911. 




Service as low as $10 a month and a friendly 30-day return policy**. If you've ever wanted the 
security and convenience of a cell phone, but never wanted the fancy features and minutes you don't 
need. . . Jitterbug® is for you. Like me, you'll soon be telling your friends about Jitterbug®. Call now. 
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by ftrsfSTREET 

* for Boomers and Beyond™ 



1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
^Colonial Heights, VA 23834 



Jitterbug® Cell Phone item# Bu-4722 
Call now for our lowest price. 

Please mention promotional code 35648. 

I -866-540-0297 

www.jitterbugdirect.com 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, select calling plans, and credit approval. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. Coverage 
and service not available everywhere. Copyright © GreatCall, Inc. Jitterbug and GreatCall are trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc and 
its related entities. *Not including government taxes, assessment surcharges, and set-up fee. **Applies to phone and monthly service charges only, provided call time usage is less than 30 minutes and 
phone is in like-new condition. Usage charges may apply. tAll plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone. In addition, there is a one time set up fee of $35. ttjitterbug will work almost every- 
where in the U.S. where cellular service is available from most of the major carriers. 





"When I talked to Drew initially, he told me 
he could get us 500 soccer balls/' Andres said. 
"We could handle (shipping those). Then he 
came back later and said he'd underestimated 
a bit; they were giving us 5,000 brand-new 
balls. Shipping those was going to be a bit of a 
problem for us because of the cost." 

Andres learned from DHL that the cost 
would be about $53,000, but he was referred 
to the company's Atlanta office, which ships 
directly to Iraq. Andres received a price quote 
of $14,105 to send the entire shipment of 
soccer balls. 

Even that was a substantial price tag, so 
Andres contacted American Legion National 
Headquarters and was put in touch with Past 
National Commander Ronald F. Conley of 
Pittsburgh. Conley sought and received 
approval for a $14,105 donation from his 
department's general fund to get the soccer 
balls sent to the troops and kids. Now the 
department is looking to its American Legion 
Baseball program to replenish the contribu- 
tion, Conley said. 

"We put the money up front, and now we 
are trying to raise it back," Conley said. "We 
felt it was a good match, giving American 
Legion Baseball players a service project that 
goes beyond baseball. Kids helping kids. Our 
national sport helps their national sport." 

Andres asked Joan M. Cote, CEO and 
president of USO Delaware, to help set up 
delivery points for the balls at Balad, Iraq, 
and Bagram, Afghanistan. The soccer balls 
were shipped Feb. 29, and the first 3,500 
landed in Iraq on March 4. Some of the balls 
were received at Balad-area hospitals. 



A single e-mail from U.S. Marine 
Corps Maj. David Sandy old, second 
from right, triggered a project that 
provided more than 5,000 soccer 
balls for children in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 



Rick Davis, AYSO's national executive 
director, said his organization is glad to be 
part of the effort. 

"AYSO pursues its mission of supplying 
world-class youth soccer programs based on 
five simple philosophies," he said. "The first 
of these philosophies is, 'Everyone plays,' and 
we at AYSO take this very seriously. We 
believe it applies to all children, not just the 
ones in the United States. 

"In addition, many of our volunteers are 
both veterans and active-duty members of 
the military. We felt that donating these balls 
at this time would not only bring some joy to 
the children of Iraq, but that it would also 
have a meaningful resonance with our 
active-duty and veteran members and volun- 
teers. We all know that the mission our 
military has in Iraq is not easy. Drew 
Deighan and the AYSO staff did a great job in 
helping put this together with the other 
organizations. If we can somehow, in some 
small way, help bring a little joy and under- 
standing to that difficult part of the world, 
we're very happy to have done so." 

Andres says he remains stunned that the 
project progressed as quickly and as success- 
fully as it did. 

"Everyone really believed in what (Sand- 
void) and his fellow soldiers over there are 
trying to do with the Iraqi children," he said. 
"It could have been very complicated, but 
things went as smoothly as they could have 
gone. It was amazing to see." || 

Steve Brooks is senior editor of The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER... THE 10 MOST VALUABLE QUARTERS! 



EACH STATEHOOD QUARTER IS RICHLY LAYERED IN 24 KARAT GOLD 



URGENT: Your last chance to own the 10 rarest coins in the historic Statehood Quarters Program. Quantities Extremely Limited! 



All But Impossible To 
Find Anywhere Else. 

Incredible $4^^ 
$130 value, ONLY 

The rarest of the rare. 

ACT NOW, 
While Quantities Last! 




In 2008, the U.S. Mint will issue the final five coins in the Statehood 
Quarters Program, thereby completing the most popular series of coins 
issued over the last ten years. 

These coins have become instant collector items, virtually taken out of 
circulation the moment of their release. Rarest of all are the first five 
coins that launched the series in 1999 — plus five additional coins from 
succeeding years. 

In fact, these ten coins are so rare that their value in the collector market has 
absolutely skyrocketed. By acting now, you will receive all ten coins — the 
rarest and most valuable in the entire collection — in a single shipment. . . 
a $130 value, yours for the special introductory price of just $10! 
Each coin is in Brilliant Uncirculated condition, sought after by the most 



Visit us at 
www.morganmint.com 



knowledgeable collectors. And adding to its value and scarcity, each is lavishly 
layered in 24 karat gold by The Morgan Mint. 
Plus, you will receive a handsome cherrywood-finish display — a $50 value, 
YOURS FREE! 

This could be your LAST CHANCE to acquire the most sought-after coins in the 
most popular coin collection in recent memory. Place your order now! This offer 
is limited to new buyers only — and only while quantities last. Limit three (3) 
sets per collector at this special price. 

TO ORDER BY MAIL Send your name, address and number of sets requested 
to the address shown below. Include a check payable to The Morgan Mint 
for $10* per set plus $10* postage and handling (total of $20* per set) for 
your FREE museum-quality display case. 



For fastest service, 

use your credit card and call toll-free: 

1-800-414-1198 

Dept. GS107 

Mon.-Thu. 9am-9pm ET • Fri. 9am-6pm ET 
Sun. 9:30am-8pm ET 



To order by mail, 

send name, address, phone no. & check 
for $20* per set to: 

The Morgan Mint 

Dept. GS107 

290 Duffy Avenue, Hicksville, NY 11801 
*NY, NJ, PA & NV state residents add applicable sales tax. 
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FREE BONUS 

with your purchase! 

An educational booklet 
^7 with valuable 
information 
about each 
quarter design. 



SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 



Restore 
intimacy 



Discreet | Simple | Spontaneous | Reliable 



The Revolutionary New 

Vacurect 1 



If your relationship has suffered because of Erectile Dysfunction 

(ED) for any of the following: 

Diabetes Prostate Cancer 

High Blood Pressure Vascular Disease 

Medications Aging Process 

Lifestyle Habits Spinal Cord Injury 

The Vacurect™ Vacuum Erection Device offers a solution which is 

non-invasive and has NO side effects with over a 96% success rate. 



Approved by Medicare & Most Insurance 




BONRO 

MEDICAL 



Call today 

TOLL-FREE! 

877-266-7699 

BONRO Medical Inc. 
4490 Washington Rd., 
Bldg. 100, Suite 16 
Evans, GA. 30809 

Visit our website: 
www.bonro.com 



□ Yes, I would like to receive a free patient information kit. 

Name 

Address 

City 



_ State . 



- Zip _ 



Phone 

Email 

Please fax (706) 21 0-4740 or mailcompleted coupon to: 
BONRO Medical: P.O. Box 1880 Evans, GA 30809 AL0608 
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[WASHINGTON CONFERENCE] 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

Legionnaires hear how Washington 

has responded to Walter Reed's stormy 2007. 

The 48th Annual Washington Conference and Legislative Rally 
March 30 to April 2 brought together a broad range of voices - doc- 
tors, generals, politicians, bureaucrats, broadcasters and veterans 
alike - to speak on America's need to live up to Lincoln's ageless 
promise to "him who shall have borne the battle." 

The event at the Renaissance Hotel in Washington, D.C., was little 
over a year removed from a media firestorm after unsanitary condi- 
tions were revealed at an outpatient facility near Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center. Much of the conference focused on improvements 
the government has made, or is in the midst of making, to better 
serve wounded and sick troops and veterans. The conference includ- 
ed forums on seamless transition from DoD to VA, traumatic brain 
injury, and improved out-processing at Walter Reed. 

More than 1,000 American Legion family members were dis- 
patched to Capitol Hill by National Commander Marty Conatser to 
press their congressional delegations on issues of importance to 
veterans. He implored them not to leave their message - and their 
passion - on the Hill. "I can only do so much," Conatser said at the 
April 1 Commander's Call. "You can only do so much. Together, we 
can do so much more. When we get back home, if we can all work 
together - posts, units, squadrons - dreams can become reality." 



"Regardless of the policy differences we may 
have had about the war in Iraq ... weoweit 
to our troops to make sure that when they go 
into battle, they have the equipment and 
training that they need and the time needed 
between deployment and redeployment. We 
owe it to our troops to have a plan and a 
strategy for success." 

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
who was honored for her leadership in improving 
VA discretionary funding 



"My story was pretty typical. An I ED, lost a 
limb. ToLandstuhl, Walter Reed and 
occupational therapy. The commonality is the 
commonality of frustration, whether it's 
losing a limb, career changes, cooking ... 
Ultimately, success comes when you are no 
longer thought of as that guy with one arm or 
that injured veteran, and they just think of 
you as a good person, coworker, a friend." 
Steve A. Clark, Iraq veteran who lost his right arm in 
combat, speaking in a forum on seamless transition 




"We need to find out what we know, what we 
do not know and what we need to find out. 
TBI has caught us a little by surprise." 

Dr. Michael Selzer, director of rehabilitation research 
and development at VA, during a TBI panel discussion 

"Importantly, the wounded soldier has a 
mission: to heal." 

Brig. Gen. Michael S. Tucker, assistant surgeon 
general for warrior care and transition 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center 

"We can help them survive. We know how to 
keep people alive. What we don't know yet is 
how to make them thrive." 

Dr. Lynda Davis, who heads DoD's case-management 
reform effort for wounded and ill troops 

"I really want to erase those lines." 

VA Secretary James B. Peake, on the transition 
between DoD and VA health care 

"There is no substitute for neighbors helping 
neighbors." 

Secretary of the Army Peter Geren on The American 
Legion's role in helping wounded warriors readjust 



[MILITARY AFFAIRS] 



PENTAGON EYES 
2009 BUDGET 



DoD is requesting $515.4 billion for the coming year, 
a 7.5-percent increase over 2008. Among the highlights: 



$20.5 billion to increase the 
size of the Army and Marine 
Corps, including resources 
to recruit, train and equip 
65,000 more active-duty 
soldiers and 27,000 more 
Marines over five years 

$10.5 billion for missile 
defense 

$3.2 billion for housing 



$389 million for the 

military's new Africa 
Command (AFRICOM) 

3.4-percent pay increase for 
U.S. military members 

$183.8 billion for 

modernization, including 
$16.9 billion for the CVN-21 
aircraft carrier, a next- 
generation surface 



combatant ship, two littoral 
combat ships, two joint 
high-speed vessels, two 
auxiliary cargo ships, and 
one Virginia-class 
submarine; $45.6 billion for 
new F/A-18 Hornet fighters, 
E/A-18G Growler planes, F-35 
Joint Strike Fighters, V-22 
Osprey vertical-lift aircraft, 



additional unmanned aerial 
vehicles, recapitalization of 
missiles and other weapons; 
and $10.7 billion to 
strengthen space-based 
capabilities 

In addition to the 
$514.4 billion budget 
request, the Pentagon is 
asking for a $70 billion 
emergency allowance for 
the global war on terror. 

Source: Department of Defense 
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American Legion National Commander 
Marty Conatser addresses more than 
1,000 Legionnaires who gathered in 
Washington from March 30 to April 2. 



"Our veterans deserved every dime of that 
Every dime. This is about something more 
important than numbers. It's about respect." 

Rep. Chet Edwards, D-Texas, recipient of 
The American Legion Distinguished Service Award 
and chairman of the House Appropriations Subcommittee 
that approved a record $11.8 billion increase 
in discretionary VA funding this year 

"These men and women - who have already 
served our country in the military -now 
provide significant contributions to job 
growth and local economies. The least we can 
do is help them succeed in those efforts." 

Rep. Nydia Velazquez, D-N.Y., who was honored by 
The American Legion Economic Commission for her work 
to pass legislation improving entrepreneurial 
opportunities for veterans 



"The World War II Gl Bill was one of the most 
important pieces of legislation in our nation's 
history. For every dollar the program invested 
in veterans, $7 were generated. It is time 
again for this nation to put forth education 
benefits that reflect the sacrifices our young 
men and women have made." 

Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, D-S.D., 
on legislation she introduced to strengthen the Gl Bill 
so it better matches the needs of the 21st-century veteran 

"Our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan are driven 
by exactly the same thing that drove American 
soldiers in the Revolutionary War more than 
230 years ago: a love of freedom, and a desire 
to protect their families and neighbors and 
the country they love. They volunteered to 
serve. They believe in their cause. They're 
heroes. They're doing an outstanding job. 
Our nation owes them its unequivocal, 
unflinching, un apologetic support -and it 
shouldn't be shaped by election-year politics." 
House Minority Leader John Boehner, R-Ohio, 
speaking during the April 1 Commander's Call 

"Irrespective of the views one has on illegal 
immigration, there isn't a single parent in this 
country who should not be immediately 
demanding that that border with Mexico be 
secured, that our ports be secured, so that 
another generation of young people will not 
have to deal, at least in part, with the supply 
of illegal drugs into this country. I think there 
is a special place reserved in hell for those who 
continue to permit it." 

CNN television host Lou Dobbs, who received 
the National Commander's Public Relations Award 
for his support of the U.S. mission in Iraq and for his 
opposition to illegal immigration 

"The best tool we've got is the truth." 

Brig. Gen. Greg J. Zanetti, deputy commander 
of Joint Task Force Guantanamo Bay, referring to public 
perception of detainee treatment there 



[MILITARY AFFAIRS] 

Never forget 

TheUSS A/ew//or/c(LPD-21), 
forged with 7.5 tons of steel 
from the World Trade Center's 
ruins, has been christened in 
Avondale, La. Emblazoned with 
the words "Never Forget," the 
amphibious assault ship will be 
able to deliver 700 Marines, 
along with landing craft and 
helicopters, onto foreign 
shores. The New York will carry 
a crew of 360 sailors. 





[SPACE] 

Hitching a ride 

If something doesn't change - 
and fast - the United States is just 
two years from having no way to 
deliver its astronauts to the 
International Space Station. That's 
due to the scheduled retirement of 
the space-shuttle fleet, which 
NASA is grounding in 2010 because 
of age and safety concerns, The 
Washington Post reports. 

Thus, the United States will have 
to rely on Russia or Europe to carry 
Americans into space from 2010 to 
2015, when a shuttle replacement 
should be ready. 

NASA administrator Michael 
Griffin told the Post that NASA 
could have its space shuttle 
replacement - the Orion Crew 
Exploration Vehicle, or CEV - 
ready by 2013, if the agency 
receives an extra $2 billion to 
speed up the project. 



[ENVIRONMENT] 

File under H for hypocrisy 

A December U.N. summit on the 
environment and climate change 
in Bali, Indonesia, generated the 
equivalent of what 20,000 
automobiles produce in a year, 
according to a report in the 
Bloomberg News. 

Each summit delegate 
accounted for an average of about 
four metric tons of carbon dioxide 
(C02), the compound blamed by 
many for causing global warming. 
The summit's main goal was to set 
a new deadline for limiting global 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

To offset the release of so much 
atmospheric poison, Indonesia 
promises to plant 79 million trees. 
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[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 



Castro brothers must answer for '96 shootdown 





BYPAULCRESPO 

On Feb. 24, 1996, Cuban Air Force 
MiG-29 jet fighters ambushed and shot 
down two small, unarmed U.S. civilian 
aircraft in international airspace near 
Cuba. The single-engine, propeller-driv- 
en Cessna 337s were flown by the 
humanitarian anti-Castro organization 
Brothers to the Rescue. 

A third plane, carrying Brothers to 
the Rescue leader Jose Basulto and 
two observers, managed to escape, 
allowing them to provide eyewit- 
ness testimony. The Clinton 
administration, which had been 
seeking an accommodation 
with Castro, refused to 

respond to the attack in any 
u meaningful way. 

Among the three Ameri- 
cans and one legal U.S. 
resident murdered that day 
was Armando Alejandre Jr., a 
former U.S. Marine noncom- 
missioned officer and 
decorated Vietnam War 
veteran. Last winter, the 
Cuban American Veterans 
Association (CAVA) present- 
ed U.S. Attorney General 
jj Michael Mukasey with a petition 
i on Alexandre's behalf asking that 
the Department of Justice convene 
a grand jury to investigate 
and indict Fidel and Raul 
Castro for the murders. 

After years of pressure by 
Cuban American and veter- 
ans groups, three officers in 
Cuba's Air Force were finally 
indicted in 2003 by a federal grand jury 
in Miami. Gen. Ruben Martinez Puente, 
then the head of the Cuban Air Force, 
and brothers Lorenzo Alberto Perez- 
Perez and Francisco Perez-Perez, who 
are accused of piloting the Cuban MiG 
jets that destroyed the U.S. planes, are 
charged with murder, conspiracy to kill 
U.S. citizens and destruction of aircraft. 



If tried and convicted, they would face 
up to life in prison or the death penalty. 

Many had hoped that this would be 
the first step toward indicting the 
Castro brothers as well. Yet, the real 
culprits - Raul Castro, Cuba's president, 
and Fidel Castro, who stepped down 
Feb. 19 - have remained immune from 
U.S. prosecution. 

"It's critical now that the world be 
reminded that Raul and Fidel jointly 
orchestrated this deliberate and premed- 
itated act of state-sponsored terrorism 
against Americans," says CAVA Secre- 
tary Andres F. Garcia. 

Events since then have only rein- 
forced Cuba's culpability. In 1997, the 
families of three of the slain flyers - 
Carlos Costa, Mario de la Pena and 
Armando Alejandre Jr. - sued the 
Cuban government in federal court and 
won $188 million in damages. In April 
2000, a judge awarded them $38 million 
from frozen U.S. bank accounts belong- 
ing to Cuban telephone companies. 

Perhaps the most important develop- 
ment in the shootdown case occurred in 
1998 when the FBI uncovered "Red 
Avispa," or the Wasp Network, the 
largest Cuban spy ring ever discovered 
in the United States. Several spies fled to 
Cuba, five pleaded guilty, and five were 
ultimately tried 
and convicted. 

In the course 
of its investiga- 
tion, the FBI 
learned that the 
shootdown was 
part of a conspiracy, code-named 
Operation Scorpion, orchestrated 
directly from Havana and involving 
Cuban spies in Miami. 

Federal investigators concluded that 
the mastermind behind the premedi- 
tated ambush was "MX," the code name 
for the head of Castro's Directorate of 
Intelligence (DI). According to the 



QUICK LINKS 

Cuban American Veterans Association 
www.veteranscava.org 

'The Shoot Down" 
www.theshootdown.com 
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indictment, his agents in Miami helped 
lay the groundwork for the ambush. 
They also acted as agent provocateurs 
to discredit the Cuban-American 
community, spied on anti-Castro groups 
and filed reports on U.S. military 
activities in southern Florida. 

The indictment also accused the 
Wasp Network ringleader of conspiracy 
to commit murder. The Cuban Intelli- 
gence captain, who used fake 
U.S. passports in the name of Manuel 
Viramontes, was identified in the 
indictment as Gerardo Hernandez. 

Hernandez was convicted in 2001 of 
conspiracy to commit murder by 
warning agents to stay off the group's 
planes days before the planes were shot 
down. The spy ring conspired to lure 
the Brothers to the Rescue aircraft "into 
flying on the day of the shootdown by 
ensuring that the FBI would not stop 
the flights," said Marcos Jimenez, U.S. 
attorney at the time. 

Another Castro agent - Juan Pablo 
Roque, a Cuban fighter pilot who earlier, 
pretending to be a defector, had pen- 
etrated the Brothers to the Rescue - pro- 
vided Havana with details of the group's 
flight plans. He fled back to Cuba at the 
time of the attack to be used by Castro 
in the post-attack disinformation 
campaign. Embarrassingly, Roque also 
duped the FBI, which had been paying 
him to be an informant. 

A week after the ambush, Cuban 
intelligence sent its Miami agents a 
coded congratulatory message through 
a numbers radio station: "We have dealt 
the Miami Right a hard blow, in which 
your role has been decisive." Later, in 
1996, Fidel Castro admitted to Dan 
Rather in a CBS interview that he gave 
the order for the shootdown. Many 
believe it is finally time to hold him, 
and his brother Raul, responsible for 
that order. 

Paul Crespo, a former officer in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, is a Miami-based 
writer and consultant. 



Farewell to Fidel 

World reaction was mixed when 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro announced 
Feb. 19 that he would not seek 
re-election, ending nearly a half- 
century of rule. China hailed Castro as 
an "old friend" who is "deeply loved 
by the Cuban people," and Vietnam 
praised him for his "extremely great 
contribution to the cause of building 
and protecting" his country. 

Others, including the U.S. 
presidential candidates, expressed 
hope for democratic reforms. 

President George W. Bush 

"Eventually, this transition ought to lead to 
free and fair elections - and I mean free and 
I mean fair, not these kind of staged 
elections that the Castro brothers try to foist 
off as being true democracy." 
Sen. Hillary Clinton 
"The new leadership in Cuba will face a stark 
choice - continue with the failed policies of 
the past that have stifled democratic 
freedoms and stunted economic growth, or 
take a historic step to bring Cuba into the 
community of democratic nations." 
Sen. John McCain 
"Freedom for the Cuban people is not yet at 
hand, and the Castro brothers clearly intend 
to maintain their grip on power. That is why 
we must press the Cuban regime to release 
all political prisoners unconditionally, to 
legalize all political parties, labor unions and 
free media, and to schedule internationally 
monitored elections." 
Sen. Barack Obama 
"The prompt release of all prisoners of 
conscience wrongly jailed for standing up for 
the basic freedoms too long denied to the 
Cuban people would mark an important 
break with the past." 

Cuban dissident Jose Gabriel 
Ramon Castillo, living in Spain 

"What has happened is a change of power in 
name only. Castro still holds real power." 

Former Polish president 
Lech Walesa 

"It's too much to call this a step, it's only 
thinking about taking a step ... At this 
rate he's only going to really step down 
in 200 years." 



[ON AIR] 
Bird's-eye view 
of a dogfight 

"Showdown: Air 
Combat," a new Military 
Channel series featuring 
recreations of history's 
most compelling 
dogfights, will premiere 
at 10 p.m. June 15. 

From the Red Baron's 
German Fokker Dr-1 
triplane to the modern 
U.S. Air Force F-22A 
Raptor - viewers can 
watch a variety of aircraft 
take to the sky in mock 
battle. Series host U.S. Air 
Force Maj. Paul "Max" 
Moga offers commentary 
from a chase plane 
alongside the historic 
war birds. 

The Military Channel 
is a media partner of 
The American Legion. 
military.discovery.com 



[VERBATIM] 

"Do you think we are going to 
supply you with a translator 
all of your life?" 

Luzerne County, Pa., Judge 
Peter Paul Olszewski Jr., ordering 
three Spanish-speaking defendants to 
learn English or go to prison. The men 
were charged with criminal 
conspiracy to commit robbery. 

"Stop exercising double 
standards on human-rights 
issues and wrongly 
meddling in the internal 
affairs of other countries." 

Qin Gang, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, responding to a 
U.S. report labeling Beijing an 
authoritarian regime 

"When I asked the troops if 
they wanted to go home as 
soon as possible, they said 
that they miss home but feel 
invested in Iraq. They have 
lost many friends and want 
to be a part of the 
humanitarian progress they 
now feel is possible." 

Film actress Angelina Jolie, in a 
Washington Post editorial 
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VETERANS & BUSINESS 



RAPID FIRE 



[ECONOMICS] 

Seize opportunities to take 
small business global 

As the dollar struggles against foreign markets, U.S. 
entrepreneurs might use this time to export. Europeans 
are flocking to the United States looking for deals and 
spending plenty of euros, so how can veterans' small 
businesses participate in the 
global marketplace? 

The first thing you need to do is 
determine your export potential. 
If your product or service does 
well domestically, there's a good 
chance you will be needed 
abroad as well. 

Next, develop an export plan. 
Once you figure out what it is you 
plan to sell, visit the Census 
Bureau's Web site to determine your product's unique 
"export code." 

You will need to answer these questions: 

■ What modifications, if any, must be made to adapt 
the product for overseas markets? 

■ Which countries are targeted for 
sales development? 

■ In each country, what is the 
basic customer profile? What 
marketing and distribution 
channels should be used to reach customers? 

■ How will the product's export sale price be 
determined? 

Small-business specialists called foreign-service 
officers work for the Department of Commerce. 
Stationed in nearly every country, their primary 
responsibility is to help U.S. businesses succeed in their 
areas of operation. 

Successful export operations is an indicator of a strong 
company and can increase your chances when applying 
to sell to the government. You should also be aware of 
the Buy American Act, found in the Federal Acquisition 
Regulations 25.1. And every state has an international 
export office that offers training, assistance and a host of 
local resources. 

Businesses that will be most successful as exporters 
are businesses that are already stable. If you are looking 
into exporting as a way to revitalize or save a declining 
business, be careful. Getting your first successful contract 
and sale can take weeks or even months. During this 
start-up period, you will need to tie up a sizable portion 
of capital. Be sure to use the free assistance that the 
government provides; it's the best deal going. 

Readers are welcome to send their questions for "On Point" 
directly to the author at lcelli@nevbrc.org. Louis J. CelliJr. 
is a retired Army master sergeant who has started, built and 
grown businesses and has counseled hundreds of veteran 
entrepreneurs. He is CEO of the Northeast Veterans Business 
Resource Center. 



QUICK LINKS 

www.export.gov 
www.doc.gov 
www.sba.gov/ 
internationaltrade 




The French Will Never Forget, 



I Never Forget, Inc. 



[GALLERY] 

'Thank you, America' 

On June 30, 2007, more than 2,500 French citizens met on 
Omaha Beach in Normandy to send a message of gratitude to 
the United States. Participants formed a human chain to spell 
out "France Will Never Forget." The message was shown in TV 
and print media on July 4. During World War II, more U.S. 
soldiers were killed in a single day on Omaha Beach than at any 
other location in France. View the video online. 
www.thefrenchwillneverforget.com 



[TEMPORARY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE] 

Quietly giving 

For 82 years The American Legion Endowment Fund 
has provided for America's veterans and their children. 

Since 1925, The American Legion has donated more than 
$9 million through its Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) 
program to provide hundreds of thousands of veterans' 
children with clothing, shelter, utilities, food and medical 
care when their parents or guardians were unable to do so. 

Yet, many Legionnaires have no idea that TFA's primary 
source of funding is interest derived from The American 
Legion Endowment Fund, says Past National Commander 
William Detweiler, president of the fund's board of directors. 
Established in 1925, the fund has also provided the financial 
means for the National Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
Division to support a number of initiatives, including: 

■ Department Service Officer schools. VA&R annually 
conducts two training schools to instruct DSOs about the 
latest changes in VA and U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims regulations, procedures and laws. 

■ The American Legion and National Veterans Legal 
Services Program Internship Program, which trains Legion 
staff assigned to the Board of Veterans Appeals and to DSOs 
on temporary assignment to the board. 

■ Memorandum of Agreement with the National 
Veterans Legal Services Program, which provides training 
of Legion service officers and for legal representation before 
federal courts on veterans' and claimants' appeals 
considered to be of a precedent-setting nature. 

All of the funding comes directly from interest earned on 
the fund, and all donations go directly into the principal. 
"Because of that, the interest income continues to grow," 
Detweiler said. "Every donation is perpetual giving." 

A donation form is available online at www.legion.org. 
Contributions are tax-deductible and will be acknowledged 
in writing. 
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2 Tablets Per Day 



Coenzyme Q1 0 
100 mg 



Triple-Strength 

Glucosamine Chondroitin & MSM 

2 Tablets Per Day 



Two tablets contain: 

Glucosamine 1500 mg 

Chondroitin 1200 mg 

• Clinically tested dosages 

• Promotes joint comfort 

• Encourages mobility 



One softgel contains: 

Coenzyme Q1 0 1 00 mg 

• Supports heart health 

• Higher daily dosages of CoQ10 
may provide even more benefits 
than dosages below 100 mg 



Two tablets contain: 
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Chondroitin 1200 mg 

MSM 500 mg 

• Promotes joint comfort & mobility 



Call Now 1-888-722-4029 

www.healthy-america.com 
OUR MANUFACTURER 



✓ Has an FDA drug license 

✓ Is the largest softgel maker in the U.S.A. 



✓ Has the production capacity of over 1 billion 
softgels, capsules, and tablets a month 
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Healthy America believes healthy choices 
should be affordable. Save on hundreds 
of quality products at incredible prices. 
Experience Healthy America's quality for 
yourself through this special offer. 

Call now for a FREE catalog or visit 
www.healthy-america.com 



Money-Back 
Guarantee! 



If you are not completely satisfied 
with your Healthy America 
supplements, we offer a one-year, 
money-back guarantee. Simply 
return your purchase within one year 
to receive a refund for the unused 
portion. 

Our FDA-registered manufacturing facility is proficient 
in current Good Manufacturing 
Practices (cGMP) and has been issued 
a Drug Manufacturing License by the 
State of California. 




Call Now or Mail Today to: 

Healthy America 

8939 S. Sepulveda Blvd. #110-1021 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 

Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

1-888-722-4029 

www.healthy-america.com 
Hurry! Offer expires 7/27/08. 

Other restrictions may apply. 
Not available in Iowa. 
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[MEMORIAM] 



Rogers: 'A gentleman personified' 



American Legion Past National 
Commander William J. Rogers passed 
away April 2 at age 87. He served as the 
Legion's leader from 1976 to 1977. 

Past National Commander John 
"Jake" Comer, who received his first 
national appointment from Rogers in 
1976, called him "a great friend and a 
true gentleman personified." 

Rogers' year at the top was a tumultu- 
ous one for the United States. The 
country was considering pulling troops 
out of South Korea, which Rogers and 
the Legion vehemently opposed. Rogers 
also urged caution during the SALT II 
treaty talks, saying that while any step 
to avert a nuclear confrontation with the 
Soviet Union was a step in the right 
direction, SALT II needed to "guarantee 
the continued capability of the United 
States to discourage and deter aggres- 
sion from any quarter - and guarantee 
its overwhelming defeat." 



Born in Maine to a Legion and 
military family, Rogers was the son of a 
World War I veteran and member of 
Post 153 in New Auburn. 

After receiving a Navy commission, 
Rogers served in the Pacific theater of 
operations, where he flew F6 Hellcats, 
F7F Tigercats and F8 Bearcats while 
serving on the aircraft carriers Bon 
Homme Richard and Shamrock Bay. 
When he left the Navy in 1946, he had 
flown more than 30 combat missions, 
and earned an Air Medal and presiden- 
tial unit citation. 

Rogers retired from the United States 
Brewers Association, Inc., in Washing- 
ton, as vice president of public relations. 
When he returned to Maine, he took a 
position with the U.S. Department of 
Labor as the state's veterans employ- 
ment and training service director. 

Rogers is survived by his wife of 63 
years, Connie, and four children. 



Dean: 'He got things done' 



Past National Commander James P. 
Dean, a 53-year member of The Ameri- 
can Legion, passed away April 19 in 
Corinth, Miss. He served as national 
commander from 1986 to 1987. 

Past National Commander John H. 
Geiger said, "He didn't just take a 
title and sit with it. He got things done, 
and he did them in a very conscien- 
tious way." 

After serving in the Army during the 
Korean War, Dean was handed a Legion 
membership card by his parents when 
he stepped off the train in Corinth 
following his enlistment. He belonged 
to Perry A. Johns Post 6 in Corinth and 
served as both post and department 
commander before being elected 
national commander in Cincinnati. 

Dean served in the Mississippi House 
from 1960 to 1964 and in the Mississippi 
Senate from 1964 to 1968. He also 
served as a municipal judge in Corinth 
for more than 29 years and until his 



death was the attorney for the Alcorn 
County Election Commission. 

One of Dean's key focuses during 
his tenure as national commander was 
political and social unrest in Cen- 
tral America. Soviet Union-backed 
Sandinistas battled for control, threaten- 
ing to put a communist government at 
America's "back door." Dean made 
two trips to get firsthand accounts, 
then lobbied for support for the Contras 
in their fight against the Sandinistas 
and for providing economic aid to 
the region. 

Under Dean's leadership, the Legion 
hit a 30-year membership high of more 
than 2.7 million in April 1987. But Dean 
didn't want the organization to settle. 
"That we've made significant steps up 
the ladder to 3 million members doesn't 
mean we can rest," he said. "It means 
we just take a deep breath and keep on 
climbing." Two years later, in 1989, the 
Legion reached 3 million members. 
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Love Potion #7? 

The New Science of Love with a little wizardry 
thrown in. 



In every great fairy tale, the sorcerers take a little 
science and throw in a little magic to create the 
perfect brew that brings two lovers together. 
Romance is all about chemistry and these seven brilliant 
stones can add just the right magical fire to raise the 
temperature of your secret potion. In today's most 
important design called the "River of Love", this pendant 
of 2 carats t.w. of graduated DiamondAura stones is the 
perfect blend of science and sorcery. Our Gemologists 
have broken the code to create an impeccable stone with 
even more fire and better clarity than mined diamonds. 
Of course, the DiamondAura stones are hard enough to 
cut glass and they are so clear and white that they rival a 
"D Flawless" diamond in terms of color and clarity. In the 
laboratory, we have found a way to match the brilliance 
and stunning reflective qualities of a diamond by using 
science and thus we avoid the outrageous price. 

Perfection from the laboratory. We will not bore you 
with the details of the Kf^Wffff^Pf^fWH&tSKffHU 

ingenious process, BSfflWinElSIBMfflW 

but will only say that 

it involves the use of EE 

rare minerals heated KSjB K2jS 

to an incredibly high SS ===== EhSSppb 

temperature of over ESS BSSB BBB 

5000 F. This can only eSSs 5b9 

be accomplished inside HiillillilBBMflHlii^^^MBBHB 

some very modern and expensive laboratory equipment. 
After cutting and polishing, scientists finally created a 
faultless marvel that's optically brighter and clearer 
with more flashes of color. According to the book Jewelry 
and Gems-the Buying Guide the technique used in 
DiamondAura offers, "The best diamond simulation to 
date, and even some jewelers have mistaken these stones 
for mined diamonds. " 

The 4 Cs. Our DiamondAura jewelry retains every 
important specification: color, clarity, cut, and carat 
weight. In purely scientific measurement terms, the 
fire is actually superior to that of a diamond. Fire is 
the dispersion of white light into a rainbow of color. 
Our team of cutters and polishers artistically performs 
the symmetrically brilliant, 58-facet cut to maximize 
the light reflection and refraction. 

Buying naturally mined diamonds can be a dangerous 
journey. Prices are high and often fixed, quality is subjective 
and the origins of the stones may be in doubt. Do you 
really want to worry about that or do you just want a 
look that is spectacular. 

The "River of Love" is for that love of a lifetime. If 

you're looking for the most fire, carat weight, brilliance 




Receive these scintillating 
DiamondAura 18k gold over 
sterling silver stud earrings 



Read details below. 



\^ ^^^^^^ anc l c i ar ity for a magnificent 

price, the 2 carat DiamondAura 
"River of Love" 7 stone necklace is mounted in 18k gold 
fused over sterling silver for only $129.00! Just to make 
the magic more tempting, we will include the .86 total 
carat weight DiamondAura stud earrings for FREE! 
If you are not thrilled with the brilliant romance of the 
DiamondAura "River of Love" necklace, return it within 
30 days for a refund of your purchase price and keep the 
stud earrings as our gift. 

Not Available in Stores 

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer. 

DiamondAura "River of Love" necklace 

2 ct. t.w. DiamondAura 18" gold pendant with 7 stones 
$129 + S&H 

.86 ct. t.w. DiamondAura gold stud earrings when 
ordering the "River of Love" necklace - a $69.95 value! 
Call to order toll-free, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week. ^ %, j\ Uv I 



888-201-7059 

Promotional Code ROL348-02 

Please mention this code when you call. 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. ROL348-02 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www. stauer. com 
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[LIVING WELL] 



Vitamin D shines in studies 



BY JOEL KUPERSMITH 

Besides the pleasant sensation, sunlight enables our bodies 
to produce vitamin D. Long known for its role in strong 
bones, this vitamin is now emerging as a "super nutrient" 
that may help fight cancer and boost cardiac health. 

Still, too much UV radiation raises the risk of skin cancer. 
All types are on the increase, and dermatologists worry that 
too many Americans fail to protect themselves from the sun. 

So how much sun is too much? And is sunlight the best 
way to ensure adequate levels of vitamin D? If not, should we 
all eat more vitamin-D-rich foods or take supplements? 

Last fall, in the Archives of Internal Medicine, a team that 
analyzed 18 studies involving more than 57,000 people found 

that vitamin D supplements 



[POLITICS] 

Upload your video 
to the candidates 



Enjoy the sun wisely 

While recognizing the need for 
adequate vitamin D intake - 
including supplementation if 
necessary - the American 
Academy of Dermatology still 
recommends the following 
precautions regarding sun 
exposure: 

Apply a water-resistant, broad- 
spectrum sunscreen with an SFP of 
at least 15. 

Wear protective clothing. 

Seek shade. 

Avoid tanning beds. 

Check your "birthday suit" 
annually for any changes in your 
skin. Skin cancer is very treatable 
when caught early. 



reduced the overall death 
rate by 7 percent. Another 
study, published in Circula- 
tion, linked vitamin D 
deficiency in patients with 
high blood pressure to 
increased rates of heart 
attack, heart failure and 
stroke. 

Finally, a landmark 2003 
VA study on colorectal-can- 
cer prevention found that 
men consuming more than 
645 international units of 
vitamin D per day were 
significantly less likely to 
have cancerous or pre-can- 
cerous colon polyps. Numer- 
ous other studies suggest a 



link between vitamin D and 
the prevention of breast, prostate and other cancers. 

Many doctors agree it's time to rethink our stance on 
vitamin D, but they are reluctant to send people out into the 
sun to enhance their supply. Dermatologists still advise the 
use of sunscreens that block as much UV light as possible, 
even though this prevents vitamin D synthesis. 

The bottom line? Speak with your doctor about whether 
you may need to boost your intake of vitamin D. And don't be 
afraid to enjoy the sun, as long as you do so in moderation. 

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research and development officer 
for the Veterans Health Administration. 

This article is designed to provide general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when they have health problems. 




The American Legion 
Magazine and partner 
Military.com are 
teaming up to help 
troops and veterans 
put their faces, voices 
and most burning 
election questions in front 
of the U.S. presidential 
candidates. Visitors to www.military.com/ 
presidential-debate will find easy-to- 
follow instructions to submit their digital 
video questions for "Debate 2008." 

Selected questions will be delivered to 
the presidential candidates themselves, and 
their video responses are set to appear on 
www.military.com and in a forthcoming 
article in The American Legion Magazine. The 
candidates will be asked to respond directly 
to approximately six submitted questions, 
but many more video questions will be 
displayed on the Military.com Web site, 
which has approximately 10 million 
members. The videos will also be accessible 
by linking through www.legion.org. 

www. military, com/presiden tiai- debate 



[LEGION RIDERS] 

Veterans riding for veterans 

Adopted as an official Legion program 
last October, American Legion Riders are 
40,000 members and 800 chapters strong. 
The Riders support Legion programs such 
as Heroes to Hometowns and The American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund. 

Since 2006, the Legion Riders have raised 
more than $598,000 on two cross-country 
Legacy Runs for children of active-duty 
U.S. military personnel who have died on 
or since Sept. 11,2001. 

For the 2008 Legacy Run, the Riders plan 
to "posse up" in Indianapolis on Aug. 16, 
depart Aug. 17 and arrive at the 90th 
National Convention in Phoenix on Aug. 22. 
Their goal is to raise another $350,000 for 
the Legacy Scholarship Fund. 

Legacy Run donations 

2006 $189,000 

2007 $409,301 

www.legion.org/legacyrun 
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• LEGAL NOTICE • 



If you have been diagnosed with 

Mesothelioma 

or another asbestos-related cancer, 
your primary concern must be obtaining 
the best medical treatment possible. 

Your second concern must be to protect your legal rights, by hiring a qualified and 
experienced law firm to achieve maximum compensation for your injuries. 

Weitz & Luxenberg is committed to see your case through to completion, and can 
offer you a track record of achieving over $1 Billion in asbestos verdicts and 
settlements for thousands of clients and their families all across the USA. 

Don't gamble with your family's financial well-being! Put Weitz & Luxenberg's 
talent and passion for excellence to work for you. 



WEITZ LUXENBERG 

POLLUTANTS • DRUGS • ACCIDENTS • INJURIES • MALPRACTICE 



180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

1.888.411. LAWS • www.weitzlux.com 

Future verdicts or settlements cannot be predicted from prior results. 



Call now for a 
free consultation 

Free booklet on 
Asbestos litigation 



burner $j\,v 



or Small Lawns! 



Mara I 



The Neuton Battery-Powered Mowers 

use no gas or oil, so they're quiet, clean, 
and start instantly — every time! They're 
lightweight, and easy for anyone to A 
use and economical, too. It costs only a 
about 1 0C to mow your lawn and 
never need a tune-up. It's the only 
lawn mower that will also TRIM 
around trees and EDGE 
along your walk 
driveway. 




Get a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

01 1-800-731-0399 



FREE 
OR VISIT: 



neutonmowers.com 



We'll send you complete details including 
model specifications, low, factory-direct 
prices, and our 6-Month Risk-Free 
Trial guarantee! 



neuton 



Medicare Covers 

Erectile Dysfunction Correction" 

wha„s vacuum n, W apyT At little or NO COST to you 

Vacuum therapy is the safest, most effective form of impotence treatment. It is over 95% successful. 
If used properly, the system will work for virtually all men. 



Doctor Recommended 

So advanced It's 

Patented 



Why this is the choice for you: 

• Battery operated system (no embarrassing manual pumping) 

• Compact design for discretion and easy storage 

• Patented Ring Ejector system to minimize erection loss 

• More ring sizes to guarantee a perfect fit 

• We have always offered a 100% money back guarantee 

• LIFETIME Manufacturers Warranty 

Bring back the joy... 

Countless couples have brought the joy back into their lives. You 
and your partner will be able to control when, where, and how 
long you want to be intimate. 

Because it's routinely covered by Medicare and many other insurance 
plans don't settle for a cheap system when you can get the best 
quality product with PROVEN results. 

Call TODAY! 1 -800-276-1 982 

www.edcorrect.com 



Customer Feedback 



"I tried other devices before and 
they required a lot of dexterity 
with all the manual pumping. With 
the new battery operated system 
there is no more embarrassing 
pumping and its faster." 

- Richard T. 

"....You've made me feel young 
again!" 

- Kenneth L 



Discount Diabetic has earned 
, j The Joint Commission's Gold 
'Jj Seal of Approval™ 




Serving Central and Northern Arizona 



Discount Diabetic also provides Diabetic testing supplies and Arthritis heating pads at NO COST to you.* 

You do not have to have diabetes to receive the vacuum therapy system *deductable and copay may apply 



How to submit a reunion 



The American Legion Magazine pub- 
lishes reunion notices for veterans. 
Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: Reunions, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 



will publish a group's listing only once a year. 

Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho- 
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi- 
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem- 



berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 

Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 

5th AF 43rd Bomb Grp (H), 63rd, 64th, 65th & 
403rd Sqdns, Atlanta, 9/17-21, Sam Commons, 
(215) 836-4158; 6th Bomb Wing, Roswell, NM, 
9/19, Bobby Pike, (479) 452-7191, bbpik@aol.com; 
7th AF 11th Bomb Grp (H), Branson, MO, 9/17-21, 
Phil Gundenschwager, (480) 945-9119, philgu@ 
cox.net; 13th Bomb Sqdn, Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/10-14, Brian Parker, (979) 776-0207, btparker13@ 
suddenlink.net; 20th & 81st Tact Ftr Wing Grp, 
Galveston, TX, 9/25-28, Hank Eilers, (409) 737-1955, 
cy@sandnsea.com; 24th Bomb Sqd, Roswell, 
NM, 9/18, Warren Harris, (928) 567-3485, chub@ 
commspeed.net; 40th Bomb Grp (VH) B-29s 
(WWII), St. Louis, 10/16-20, Jean Suitt, (800) 
959-2582, jsuitt@crescent.com; 42nd Bomb 
Wing -17th BG, 319th BG, 320th BG (WWII) & 
17th/452nd BW (Korea), Dayton, OH, 9/4-6, Alex 
Brast, (941) 639-8616, adbrast@embarqmail.com; 
57th Bomb Wing B-25 Grps 31 0, 31 9, 321 
& 340 (Mediterranean, WWII), Colorado 
Springs, CO, 9/4-9, Nick Loveless, (609) 882-9108, 
nicolasloveless@aol.com 
64th TCG, Wichita, KS, Oct, Vern Montgomery, 
(317) 439-3420; 80th Inf Div "Blue Ridge," 
Carlisle, PA, 8/13-16, Eugene O'Neil, (301) 
627-1793, eo1793@aol.com; 90th Strat Recon 
Wing (Forbes AFB, KS), Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/2-7, Chuck Hale, (785) 865-5794, chuckhale@ 
earthlink.net; 90th Tact Ftr Sqdn, Dallas, 6/22-25, 
Jack Doub, (229) 259-9399, wgfp@mchsi.com; 
92nd Periodic Maint Sqdn (Spokane, WA), 
Dayton, OH, 9/16-18, Dan Strauss, (440) 984-2575, 
ask4jls@aol.com; 98th Bomb Grp/Wing Vets 
Assn, Cincinnati, 10/14-19, Kenneth Laninga, 
(269) 751-8231, bombgrp98secy@charter.net; 
136th Comm Sec Sqdn, Covington, KY, 9/3-8, 
Tony Lemons, (727) 736-1993, lemonsap2692@ 
aol.com; 374th Aerial Port Sqdn, Dover, DE, 
8/15-17, Tom Shepke, (410) 703-0045, ekpehs- 
mot@comcast.net; 450th Bomb Grp (H) (WWII), 
Milwaukee, 9/24-28, Al Goodman, (847) 543-8381, 
gobaral@aol.com; 463rd Airlifters Assn, Pigeon 
Forge, TN, 8/25-28, V.G. Bristol, (269) 646-2462, 
shaky52601@aol.com; 491st Bomb Grp (H) 8th 
AF (England, WWII), Washington, 9/24-28, Chris 
Dracopoulos, (781) 324-1100, chrisdracopoulos@ 
aol.com 

525th FIS, F-86 & F-102, Biloxi, MS, 10/24-26, 
Frank Litt, (817) 294-1136, 525bulldogs@ 
sbcglobal.net; 6147th Tact Control Grp 
"Mosquitos," San Antonio, 9/30-10/ 5, Jack 
Fisher, (610) 926-3588, deeandjack@comcast.net; 
6922nd Sec Wing (Philippines, 1968-1972), 
St. Louis, 9/25-28, Don Orbin, (636) 978-4031, 
don@completetransport.com; AC&W Sqdn 
610th, 618th & 527th AC&W Grp 43rd Air Div 
(Japan), Williamsburg, VA, 9/22-24, John Rosso, 
(661) 832-6036, godfather1501@hotmail.com; 
Air Rescue Assn, San Antonio, 9/17-21, Marilyn 
Nicholas, (316) 686-0430, mjnyk@sbcglobal.net 



Air Weather Assn, Tacoma, WA, 8/6-1 0, Kevin 
Lavin, (434) 296-2832, airweaassn@aol.com; 
B-66 Destroyer Assn (All Personnel), Colorado 
Springs, CO, 9/4-7, George Ciz, (949) 855-8754, 
dsparkles42@yahoo.com; Base Air Depot #2 
(Warton, England, WWII), Chicago, 9/4-6, Dick 
McClune, bad2trsr@cox.net; Berlin Airlift Vets 
Assn, Rapid City, SD, 9/29-10/3, J.W. Studak, 
(800) 452-0903; FTMA 7330th Flying Tng Wing 
(MAP) & Attached Units (Furstenfeldbruck 
AB, Kaufburen AB & Landsberg AB, Germany, 
1953-1960), Rohnert Park, CA, 9/22-25, Jack 
Krout, (707) 762-8613, jackkrout@comcast.net; 
Pleiku AB (1962-1972), Fredericksburg, VA, 
9/17-21, Harry Beam, (724) 745-9129 
Postal & Courier Assn (AFPCA), Niagara Falls, 
NY, 9/14-17, Frank Vasquez, (407) 657-6957, 
pipomac@embarqmail.com; Prop Wash Gang, 
Baltimore, 8/30-9/2, Larry Tart, (814) 238-7067, 
larrytart@aol.com; RAF Burtonwood Assn, 
Shreveport, LA, 10/7-11, James R. Bentley, 
(813) 689-0199, jbent0214@aol.com; Sampson 
AFB Vets Fellowship (NY), Rome, NY, 9/29-10/3, 
Walt Steesy, (607) 532-4204, samafbvet@aol. 
com; Torrejon, Spain, AB (All Years), Omaha, 
NE, 8/29-31, Genevieve Davis, (402) 291-8426; 
Vietnam Sec Police Assn, Albuquerque, 
NM, 10/15-18, Steve Gattis, (254) 898-2647, 
sgattislm49@vspa.com 

ARMY 

1/9 Cav 1st Cav Div (Vietnam & Iraq), Dothan, 
AL, 10/9-12, Larry Wright, (334) 692-5140, 
larryw9thcav6566@aol.com; 1st Bn 8th Cav 1st 
Air Cav Div (Vietnam), Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/17-21, 
James Knafel, (260) 244-3864, jjknafel@myvine. 
com; 1st Eng Cbt Bn, Junction City, KS, 9/7-9, Ron 
Labinski, (913) 362-6468, rlabinski@kc.rr.com; 1st 
Armd Div Assn (All Eras), St. Louis, 8/17-23, Joe 
Sachen, (310) 645-1334, docsachen@sbcglobal. 
net; 2nd Armd Div Assn All Units (All Bns, Rgts, 
Cos), Louisville, KY, 9/10-13, Lewis F. Bogart, (570) 
546-9415; 2nd Eng Special Bde, San Francisco, 
9/15-18, Paul Lieberman, (561) 482-9862, 
seahorse2esb@aol.com; 2nd Inf Div Assn (All 
Eras), Baton Rouge, LA, 8/17-20, Bill Acebes, 
acebes175@coastalnow.net; 3rd Bn 1st Inf 11th 
Inf Bde Americal Div (Hawaii & Vietnam, 
1966-1969), Atlanta, 10/17-19, Tim Cook, (701) 
774-0598, thirdfirstreunion@yahoo.com; 3rd Bn 
71st Air Def Arty, Branson, MO, 10/18-22, Howard 
Webb, (479) 709-0069, lajoywebb@cox.net; 6th 
Armd Div Assn, Niagara Falls, NY, 10/1-5, Jerry 
Shiles, (800) 725-6100, jshiles@parmanlaw.com; 
6th Inf Div, Bloomington, MN, 10/8-12, Russ 
McLogan, (517) 437-2768, terruspress@dmci.net; 
7th Army 25th Sig Bn, Washington, 9/26-28, 
Chester Moody, (301) 332-4323, 
reunion25thsignal@yahoo.com; 7th Sig Bn 
(Shape HQ, Paris), Gettysburg, PA, 9/17-21, Dick 
Tanczos, (410) 745-6595, r.tanczos@attglobal. 
net; 8th FA Obsn Bn (WWII), Springfield, MO, 



9/19-21, Clarence Anderson, (580) 479-3272, 
smokey1@pldi.net; 9th Inf Div & Attached 
Units (WWII), Orlando, FL, 8/22-25, William 
Robey, (301) 567-4290, billrobey@aol.com; 14th 
FA Rgt Assn, Killeen, TX, 6/27-29, Rex Weaver, 
(254) 634-0208; 17th Armd Eng Bn, Louisville, 
KY, 9/10-13, John A. Shields, (724) 287-4301; 27th 
FA Rgt Assoc (All Bns), West Point, NY, 9/5-7, 
James R. Suessman, (973) 742-3474, jrs.cpa@ 
verizon.net; 28th Gen Hosp (Croix Chapeau, 
France), Lafayette, IN, 10/15-18, Floyd J. Friloux 
Sr., (985) 764-6030, ffriloux@cox.net; 29th Inf 
Rgt Assn, Columbus, GA, 9/25-28, Frank C. 
Plass, (706) 561-0774, the29thinregtassn@att. 
net; 35th Inf Div, Springfield, IL, 9/3-7, Robert 
Dalton, (785) 267-3295, covanmy@hotmail.com; 
40th Inf Div 160th Rgt Co A (Japan & Korea, 
1950-1954), Reno, NV, 9/8-10, Roger Lueckenhoff, 
(573) 364-4145, lueck@fidnet.com; 44th Eng Bn 
Assn (Korea, Vietnam & Iraq), San Antonio, 
9/23-27, Kenneth D. Jobe, (747) 428-0328, 
kejo425@aol.com; 47th Eng Camo Bn (Fort 
Riley, KS, Nov 1950-Nov 1952), Grand Island, 
NE, 9/1 6-1 8, Ted George, (308) 382-6278 
50th AAA AW Bn (SP), Charleston, SC, 9/21 -9/25, 
Charles Baumgarner, (803) 266-4366, baumalou@ 
tds.net; 52nd CAB & 170th AHC, St. Louis, 
8/7-10, Henry Winther, dachskreiger@yahoo. 
com; 56th Amph Tank & Tractor Bn (Korea), 
Jamestown, NY, 8/11-14, Paul J. Mason, (716) 
569-5041; 62nd Assault Heli Co (AHC) A Co 
502nd Avn Bn (1964-1965), Harrisburg, PA, 
9/11-15, Al Moist, (850) 482-5605, myranell@ 
digitalexp.com; 63rd Inf Div Assn, Indianapolis, 
8/20-25, Donna LaCosse, (219) 285-2861, 
hlacosse@netnitco.net; 68th Assault Heli Co 
"Top Tigers" (Vietnam), San Antonio, 10/8-12, 
Dave Green, (361) 578-2498, ddgreenn@yahoo. 
com; 71st Inf Div & Gunskirchen Lager 
Concentration Camp Survivors, Virginia Beach, 
VA, 9/10-14, Mickey Dorsey, (843) 768-2199, 
mickey@mickeydorsey.com; 73rd AAA (AW) 
Bn (SP), Pekin, IL, 9/18-20, Jim Robison, (309) 
353-3305; 82nd Abn 507th Para Inf Rgt (WWII), 
Atlanta, 10/15-19, Kathy Gault, (732) 350-4241, 
kathleen.gault@us.army.mil; 91st Chem 
Mortar Bn (WWII), Salisbury, NC, 10/2-4, Joe 
L. Harrell, (704) 279-5729; 114th Inf Rgt 44th 
Div, Bloomington, MN, 9/18-20, John E. Meyer, 
(763) 571-5328, jemeyer4@comcast.net; 120th 
Avn Co (Vietnam), Springdale, AR, 6/20-22, 
Chet Gandy, (928) 476-3745, chetandkaren@ 
netzero.com; 157th Eng Bn (WWII), Hershey, 
PA, 9/28-30, Barbra Nadin, (717) 872-8927; 183rd 
Recon Airplane Co Seahorses, Charleston, 
SC, 10/2-5, Mack L. Gibson, (704) 655-8584, 
mgibson55@roadrunner.com; 187th RAKKASAN, 
Indianapolis, 9/23-28, Arnon W. Cool, (330) 
848-3136, arnoncool187@earthlink.net; 196th 
Rgt Cbt Team (Alaska, 1951-1953), Sioux Falls, 
SD, 9/17-20, Richard E. Monhaut, (574) 546-3104; 
202nd AAA (AW) Bn, Nashville, TN, 9/22-24, 
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Elmer K. Krebsbach, (810) 736-5683; 224th Heavy 
Mortar Co 40th Inf Div, Las Vegas, 9/14-18, Bob 
Humble, (626) 966-6897, rih1930@verizon.net; 
249th Eng Bn Assn, Dayton, OH, 9/11-13, William 
Baird, (218) 832-3420, toutpartout@bigfork. 
net; 281st MP (TRUST), St. Louis, 9/11-13, Jim 
Herring, (727) 786-2088; 372nd Radio Research 
Co (RRC), Arlington, VA, 8/15-17, Bill Jacobson, 
(703) 476-0980, wmjake01@cox.net; 428th MP 
Eng Co, Atlanta, 9/26-28, J.W. Burson, (770) 
786-2219, jwandruthburs@aol.com 
440th Signal Bn, Branson, MO, 9/30-10/2, 
George Owens, (423) 246-4926, rusmarge@ 
chartertn.net; 507th Parachute Inf Rgt (WWII), 
Atlanta, 10/15-19, Kathy Gault, (732) 350-4241, 
jegault@bellatlantic.net; 512th MP Co, Fort 
Huachuca, AZ, 9/19-20, B.J. Searcy, (520) 456-1229, 
dbjsearcy@powerc.net; 538th MAM Ord Co 
(Korea), Bloomington, MN, 9/22-25, Roy Richter, 
(507) 357-4433, krichter@eat-fleet.com; 605th 
Tank Destroyer Assn (WWII), Findlay, OH, 
8/30-9/1, Lawrence Montgomery, (269) 685-8729, 
monty605@mycidco.com; 630th Eng Light 
Equip Co (Korea), Branson, MO, 9/8-10, Oscar 
Viehland, (636) 285-4402, ogvccv@att.net; 816th 
FA Arty, Altoona, PA, 9/19-21, George Lynch, 
(814) 944-5665, drglynch@netzero.net; 820th 
Eng (Beale AFB, CA), Gardendale, AL, 10/10-11, 
Robert Shamber, (713) 473-5051; Amph Attk 
Boats LCVP/LCM Higgins Boats, Fort Pierce, FL, 
11/8-10, Ed Brisbois, (508) 943-5173; C 2/1 196th 
LIB, Hilton Head, SC, 9/19-21, Larry Harper, (719) 
324-5737, sgtfury@centurytel.net; D Co, 122nd 
Maint Bn, Pigeon Forge, TN, 8/21-22, Pete Hill, 
(610) 932-6713, kenneth.hill3@us.army.mil 
E Co 179th Inf Rgt 45th Inf Div (Korea), Branson, 
MO, 10/16-18, Penn Rabb, (580) 357-1796, rabbp@ 
prodigy.net; HQ 10th Corps & Service Support 
Units, Medford, OR, 9/4-7, John G.J. Pimentel, (541) 
476-7898; Med Cmd Japan Assn, San Antonio, 
8/13-17, Charles W. S. Jezycki, (707) 257-6818, 
charleswsj@msn.com; Ranger Assn Muster, 
Lake George, NY, 9/15-19, W. Eckhardt, (301) 
370-3444, waltrgr3@att.net; SHAEF/ETOUSA Vets 
& Friends Assn (WWII), Dearborn, Ml, 10/10-12, 
Jackie Voelkl, (949) 552-5246, sargelstcls@aol. 
com; Society of the 5th Div & Steel Tigers, 77th 
Armd, Arlington, VA, 8/28-9/1, Jim Spiller, (301) 
788-5459, spiller612@msn.com; Vietnam Delta 
Avn (Mekong Delta, Vietnam, 1961-1975), Fort 
Rucker, AL, 6/6-8, Stan Gause, (561) 952-1675, 
sgause101@bellsouth.net; WAC Band, Anniston, 
AL, 10/7-11, Dixie L. Jensen, (256) 820-5329, 
karenstoy@aol.com 

COASTGUARD 

Cavalier PA 37, Westlake, OH, 9/18-21, Herb 
Cohen, (702) 873-7941, cavalierww2@cox.net; 
Chief Petty Officers Assn, Houston, 8/18-22, Tim 
Sheffler, (504) 232-7856, cpoa.conv@yahoo.com; 
Wakefield A? 21, Catskill, NY, 6/20-22, Carmine A. 
Ciampa, Unit 305, 303 Brooksby Drive, Peabody, 
MA 01960 

JOINT 

Alaska Mil Vets, Denver, 9/8-12, Don Retchlag, 
(847) 608-4570, lindasd5@yahoo.com; Brady 
AB/Camp Hakata, Japan (All Eras), Branson, 
MO, 10/13-17, Ray Mitchell, (360) 466-1842, 
rjmitch@serv.net; Columbus CA 74/CG 12/SSN 
762, Dayton, OH, 10/1-4, Allen R. Hope, (260) 
486-2221, hope4391@comcast.net; Iwo Jima 
Vets, Indianapolis, 9/28-10/1, Dick Moore, (817) 
795-1198, madgemoore@sbcglobal.net; Mount 
McKinley AGC/LCC 7 (1944-1970), Reno, NV, 
9/7-11, Lee Temanson, (763) 425-6315, lateman@ 
comcast.net; Old Antarctic Explorers Assn, 
Pensacola, FL, 11/5-7, Les Liptak, (850) 492-1666, 
lcliptak@cox.net; Point Defiance LSD 31, 
Charleston, SC, 9/24-28, John Nicolosi, (978) 
532-0717, pointdefiance@yahoo.com; Wasp 
CV/CVA/CVS 18 (1943-1972), Branson, MO, 
9/28-10/3, Richard G. VanOver, (716) 649-9053 

MARINES 

1st Mar Div, Nashville, TN, 8/26-30, Len Hayes, 



(760) 967-8561, oldbreed@sbcglobal.net; 2nd Bn 
26th Mar (Iwo Jima, Vietnam), Atlanta, 1 0/2-7, 
Harvey Lang, (575) 542-8085; 2nd Bn 4th Mar 
Assn, Angel Fire, NM, 8/20-24, Jack Petrowsky, 
(505) 373-8621, nyjack_9@msn.com; 3rd 8-inch 
How Btry (SP) FMF Pac, Arlington Heights, 
IL, 9/12-14, Paul D. Smigowski, (906) 296-0204, 
smigp@up.net; 6th Mar Div, Oklahoma City, 
9/16-20, Joan Willauer, (405) 292-3184, bloustine@ 
triadenergy.com; 12th Defense AAA Bn, 
Washington, 8/14-16, Ray Boner, (505) 522-2292; 
31st Mar Amph Unit (1980-1984), Glendale, AZ, 
7/25-27, Stephiania Williams, (619) 441-0826; Air 
Trans Assoc, Granbury, TX, 9/25-28, Con Shuck, 
(817) 326-6132, conshuck@mcata.com; Anti-Tank 
Co 5th Mar (Korea), Memphis, TN, 9/18-20, Chuck 
Batherson, (734) 721-0764, chuckandbarb51@ 
sbcglobal.net; Cbt Heli Assn, Washington, 
8/14-17, Larry Zok, (703) 915-1019, popasmok@ 
aol.com; Cbt Heli Assn, Washington, 8/14-17, Buz 
Shantry, (586) 443-5917 
Det League Recruits & DIs (Parris Island, 
SC, Aug-Oct 1966), Quantico, VA, 9/29-10/2, 
William Simon, (856) 767-1318, mgy.simon@ 
comcast.net; E-2-7 1st Mar Div (Korea, 
1950-1954), Oceanside, CA, 6/10-13, Troy Watson, 
(469) 831-7744, e27gunner@gmail.com; Mar 
Barracks (Bermuda), Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/9-12, 
Taunya Lay, (800) 432-4202, taunya@ 
bransonticket.com; Marines of Long Ago 
(1 940-2008), Fredericksburg, VA, 9/24-27, Joe 
Cullen, (203) 877-0846, aircooledmg7@aol.com; 
Motor Trans Assn, Kilauea, HI, 9/14-17, Terry 
Hightower, (910) 324-7281, secretary@usmcmta. 
org; Panama Mar, San Diego, 9/25-27, Jim 
Anderson, (800) 454-6270, jim@aitwood.com; 
SATS/EAF, San Diego, 9/4-6, Scott Damrauer, 
(619) 886-5105, tugbird@yahoo.com 

NAVY 

87th Seabees (WWII), Baltimore, 9/2-4, Marvin 
Guthrie, marvinguthrie@live.com; Abbot DD 629, 
Charleston, SC, 10/2-4, Ted Karras, (508) 771-4161, 
thekar@msn.com; Adhere AK 71 (WWII), Golden, 
CO, 5/16-18, Harry Christen, (415) 897-5965, 
christen08@comcast.net; Amph Force Vets 
Assn, Washington, 9/2-7, John J. Walsh, (732) 
367-6472, apa224vp16@comcast.net; Assn of 
Minemen (AOM), Charleston, SC, 10/10-12, 
Willie Wilson, (732) 787-5519; Barry DD 933, 
Charleston, SC, 9/11-15, Larry Loss, (818) 549-9439, 
larrydd933@yahoo.com; Barton DD 722, Baton 
Rouge, LA, 9/17-21, Gene Palinski, (419) 433-2778, 
dd722ski@aol.com; Bogue CVE 9, Bremerton, 
WA, 10/12-16, Julian R.Allen, (865)463-0449, 
boguereunion@tds.net; Bon Homme Richard 
CV/CVA 31/LHD 6 & Air Grps, St. Cloud, MN, 
8/7-9, Franklin Pulliam, (417) 927-3471; Braine DD 
630, Pensacola, FL, 11/14-19, Jim Rountree, (207) 
470-7438, dd630@yahoo.com 
Cabildo LSD 16, Newport, Rl, 9/8-12, Dale Bittle, 
(417) 581-1335, dbittle@centurytel.net; Cabot CVL 
28, Richfield, OH, 10/5-9, Marie Saraceni, (484) 
494-5533, msaraceni729@comcast.net; Caliente 
AO 53, San Antonio, 10/9-12, Bob Howard, (925) 
939-3662, rhoward328@aol.com; Canopus AS 
34/9, Jacksonville, FL, 9/1 1 -14, Richard Retin, 
(503) 689-1712, usscanopus@mail.com; Caperton 
DD 650, Wells, ME, 9/11-13, Neil Tracy, (207) 
646-2684, janeil59@maine.rr.com; Carp SS 338, 
Memphis, TN, 10/2-4, James Burkholder, (865) 
671 -6229, jmsburkholder@yahoo.com; Carter 
Hall LSD 3, Mobile, AL, 9/28-10/2, Wayne Mulkey, 
(281) 292-6210, waynemulkey@sbcglobal.net; 
Co 130 (Great Lakes, 1946), Atlantic Beach, NC, 
7/4, Sam Johnson, (919) 787-0603, sjohnson@ 
jhvgglaw.com; Columbus CA 74/CG 12/SSN 
762, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Allen Hope, (260) 
486-2221, hope4391@comcast.net; Corson AVP 
37, Branson, MO, 10/23 -27, Bob Poole, (540) 
343-4906, rpdeeseman@cox.net; David W. Taylor 
DD-551, Branson, MO, 9/21-24, Richard V. Roelofs, 
(661) 284-6757, rvroelofs@earthlink.net; Edmonds 
DE 406, Galveston, TX, 10/8-11, Bob Hawkins, (910) 
425-0190, rhawk1933@nc.rr.com 



Eldorado AGC 11, Springfield, MA, 9/9-12, 
Bill Speight, (413) 525-6222, reappl@aol.com; 
Enoree AO/TAO 69, Kansas City, MO, 10/2-6, 
Floyd Carriker, (714) 534-3025; Essex CV/CVA/ 
AVS 9/LHD 2, Seattle, 9/8-14, G. McDonnell, (734) 
455-1341, mcdonellg@juno.com; Estes AGC/LCC 
12, Grand Rapids, Ml, 9/3-6, Noah Joyner, (252) 

536- 4283, noahjoyner@earthlink.net; Fred T. Berry 
DD/DDE 858, Pittsburgh, 10/9-12, John Titsworth, 
(203) 531-6618, skiptonit@aol.com; Frederick 
Funston APA 89, Norfolk, VA, 9/21 -24, Walter 
Schwarting, (262) 367-0055, saltyv10@aol.com; 
George A. Johnson DE 583, Albany, NY, 9/22-26, 
Walter Grinspan, (516) 681-1464, kidklip@aol.com; 
Grand Canyon AD/AR 28, Indianapolis, 9/16-20, 
Robert T. Dunn, (317) 881-8866, roberttdunn4217@ 
sbcglobal.net; Guam LPH 9, Corpus Christi, TX, 
9/22-26, Frank Walker, (816) 238-4894, 
sugamums2@aol.com; Guantanamo Bay Nav 
Base, (Cuba), St. Augustine, FL, 10/22-25, Shelia 
Evans, (573) 322-5396 

Guantanamo Bay Nav Base (Cuba), Toledo, 
OH, 9/18-22, Stanley Hunt, (419) 882-1723; 
H.R. Dickson DD 708, Fort Myers Beach, FL, 
11/2-5, Gerry Karph, (239) 731-7254, qmhrd@ 
embargmail.com; Honolulu CL 48/SSN 
718, Virginia Beach, VA, 9/17-21, Thomas N. 
Suddarth, (602) 266-4513, jks1234@yahoo. 
com; Hull Assn DD 350/945, San Diego, Oct, 
Bob Modell, (818) 701-0882, 2008reunion@ 
usshullassociation.org; Intrepid CV/CVA/CVS 
11, San Diego, 10/15-20, Gene Mohler, (650) 
948-71 32, gmohlerl 23@comcast.net; J. Franklin 
Bell APA 16, Danville, KY, 10/22-26, Doug Webb, 
(925) 934-6005, dgwjr@infionline.net; James C. 
Owens DD 776, Reno, NV, 10/6-9, Keith Nelson, 
w.nelson@att.net; James C. Owens DD776, 
Reno, NV, 10/6-9, W. Keith Nelson, (719) 635-7667, 
sec@jcowensdd776.org; Jonas Ingram DD 
938, Philadelphia, 10/16-19, Pete Ventola, (201) 
738-3839, pete.ventola@att.net; Juneau CLAA 
119, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/10-14, Edwin Cox, (843) 

537- 5848, edwincox@bellsouth.net; Kearsarge 
CV/CVA/CVS 33/LHD 3, Seattle, 9/28-10/2, Ed 
McKee, (307) 632-0743, lomck3@aol.com 
Kearsarge CVA 33, Bremerton, WA, 9/28-10/2, Ed 
McKee, (307) 632-0743, lomck3@aol.com; Kenton 
APA 122, Kansas City, MO, 9/4-6, H.E. Stroud, 
(805) 653-5117, harrison_stroud@hotmail.com; 
Kermit Roosevelt ARG 16, Branson, MO, 9/21-24, 
Robert M. Simpson, (952) 881-2436, rms952@ 
earthlink.net; L.Y. Spear AS-36, Washington, 
10/16-19, Bill Barnard, (404) 374-5687, bilz52@ 
hotmail.com; Lackawanna AO 40, Milwaukee, 
9/7-12, Harold Williams, (775) 841-4567, hbagnes@ 
charter.net; Lewis Hancock DD 675, Nashville, 
TN, 9/18-21, Patsy lapalucci, (724) 834-0370, 
iapal@verizon.net; Libra AKA 12 (WWII & Korea), 
Branson, MO, 9/22-26, Robert C. Platz, (845) 
469-4980, rjrplatz@optimum.net; Lindenwald 
LSD 6, Cincinnati, 9/18-21, Bill Breitzig, (440) 
543-0378, bbreitzig@adelphia.net; Loeser, St. 
Louis, 9/10-14, Debbie Bueckman, (314) 727-2400, 
debbie@destinationstlouis.com; Mohan DD 
364/DLG 11/DDG 42/72, Corpus Christi, TX, 
9/24-28, Jim Storey, (817) 915-2418, jrs5546@ 
yahoo.com; Massey DD 778, Traverse City, 

Ml, 9/20-10/2, Gordon Risk, (284) 650-5138, 
gordonteri@netzero.net 

McNair DD 679, Cedar Rapids, I A, 10/23-27, Arthur 
Underwood, (319) 472-2724, und121230@msn. 
com; Mona Island, Boston, 8/8-11, Donna Rumrill, 
(860) 923-3532, geolee51@yahoo.com; Montpelier 
CL 57, Washington, 9/19, Jackie Frazier, (513) 
231-4402, jackiefrazier@aol.com; Mount McKinley 
AGC/LCC 7, Reno, NV, 9/7-11, Lee Temanson, 
(763) 425-6315, lateman@comcast.net; NAS New 
York (Floyd Bennett Field), Virginia Beach, VA, 
10/23-26, Chet Atkinson, (757) 495-1338; NAS 
Twin Cities, Minneapolis, 8/23, Jack Iverson, (952) 
322-1249, thetarjei@charter.net; Nav Weather 
Serv Assn, Waukesha, Wl, 9/9-1 3, Don Cruse, (703) 
524-9067, don.cruse@verizon.net; Navarro APA 
215, Branson, MO, 10/6-10, Robert Robison, (573) 
636-2587, bbrobison@hotmail.com; Oberon AKA 
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14 (WWII & Korea), Clarksville, IN, 9/25-27, Jim 
Frain, (609) 660-5761, junewf@aol.com 
Okanogan APA 220, Mesa, AZ, 9/14-18, Dick 
Palazzolo, (410) 822-7129, dpalaz@gmail.com; 
PictorAF 54, Kansas City, MO, 9/10-14, John 
Tollefson, (307) 382-2293, jtollefs@wyoming. 
com; Pine Island AV 12, Altlantic City, NJ, 
10/14-16, Susan Crotzer, (205) 621-3106, reztor@ 
bellsouth.net; Pollux AKS 2/4, KY, 10/8-12, Glen 
Broxson, (850) 994-0416, glenbroxson@aol.com; 
Pursuit AM 108/AGS 17, Branson, MO, 11/9-12, 
John Schulz, (951) 682-1743, jcsgunner@aol. 
com; Robert H. McCard DD 822, Gettysburg, 
PA, 6/18-22, Wendell McElwee, (513) 528-2067, 
blplante@comcast.net; Rochester CA 124, 
Washington, 10/2-6, Ed Willis, (703) 683-8885, 
willis885@verizon.net; Sabine AO 25, San Diego, 
9/22-24, Charles Parker, (281) 351-1425, crp2615@ 
aol.com; Sailfish SSR 572 "Plankowners," 
Indianapolis, 9/8-10, Frank Dorchak, (518) 
483-6272, ss572dbf@twcny.rr.com; Savage DE/ 
DER 386, Buffalo, NY, 9/29-10/2, Rich Cornall, 
(315) 252-5232, der386usa@yahoo.com; Skill 
MSO 471/AM 115, Akron, OH, 9/14-17, Bill Parthe, 
(800) 600-4206, banjobil@nacs.net; SLCU 36 
Boat Pool Baker, Siloam Springs, AR, 9/19-21, 
Donald A. Brown, (501) 767-5341; Snowden DE 
246, Gettysburg, PA, 9/14-18, Jack Coyle, (732) 
257-8031; Soubarissen, Branson, MO, 9/14, Tom 
Hullett, tom1926@suddenlink.com; Stribling 
DD 867, Laurel, MD, 10/15-18, Pete Grare, (252) 
637-0545, grare@embarqmail.com; Susan B. 
Anthony, Boston, 8/8-11, Donna Rumrill, (860) 
923-3532, geolee51@yahoo.com; laconic AGC 
17, Washington, 10/2-6, Chuck Teimeyer, (727) 
869-1977, ctmyer@welotv.net; Terrell County 
LST 1157, Branson, MO, 10/2-4, Clovis Long, (417) 
766-2031, clovis43@hotmail.com; Tripoli CVE 
64, Fort Mitchell, KY, 9/17-20, Paul E. Long, (717) 
390-2861, daddyolong@comcast.net; Uhlmann 
DD 687, San Diego, 9/1 8-22, Bob Jimenez, (530) 
325-1883, bg.jim@hotmail.com 
"Unholy Four" - Crescent City APA 21, President 
Adams APA 1 9, President Hayes APA 20, 
President Jackson APA 18, Chattanooga, TN, 
8/7-9, Mort Edginton, (723) 856-7182, blueruns@ 
aol.com; Valencia AKA81, Bridgeport, NJ, 10/2-5, 
Ernest Brattstrom, (856) 223-1989, ebratt2@ 
comcast.net; Valley Forge CV/CVA/CVS 45/LPH 
8/CG 50, Renton, WA, 9/17-21, George Wakefield, 
(360) 532-3047; VF-213 "Blacklions," Minneapolis, 
9/19-21, Joyce Heiland, joyceheiland@gmail. 
com; VFAW-3, Branson, MO, 6/1 8-22, Sid Graham, 
(210) 344-2625, vfaw3@flash.net; Virgo AKA 
20/AE 30, Jacksonville, FL, 9/10-14, Ed Wood, 
(904) 628-0093, mariewood07@comcast.net; 
VP-92/91 1/91 2/91 3/91 4/91 5 (All Years), Bedford, 
MA, 9/20, William Hanigan, (781) 585-4950, 
haniganwilliam@aol.com; VPB/VP-26, Rapid City, 
SD, 9/21-25, Larry Nelson, (612) 716-4687, lnelson@ 
itctel.com; Waddell DOG 24, San Diego, 10/9-12, 
Tom Jones, (248) 624-9376, jantomwalledlake@ 
prodigy.net; Wayne APA 54, Providence, Rl, 
9/10-14, J. Rodes, (515) 953-0424, ssjjmor@ 
msn.com; Weeden DE 797, Sandy Springs, 
GA, 9/16-18, Howard Green, (727) 791-0196, 
dusty4321@verizon.net; West Point A? 23, Fresno, 
CA, 9/21-25, Claude Williams, boondock2@aol.com; 
Wilkes-Barre CL 103, Washington, 10/9-12, 
Bob DiDonno, (860) 690-9215, vntgguitar@aol. 
com; William Sieverling DE 441, Preston, MN, 
9/6-8, 0.R. Gallentine, farmaroura@lisco.com; 
York County LST 1 1 75, York, PA, 1 0/1 8-21 John 
Schlagel, (610) 529-1175, john@lst1175.com; Zellars 
DD 777, South Portland, ME, 9/25-29, Robert 
McLaughlin, (207) 685-4018, mcbobpat@aol.com 



IN SEARCH OF 

1 st Air Resupply Det 456th ARS Grp/HQ IX Trp 
Carrier Support Wing (Greenham Commons, 
England, June 1944-April 1945), Pedro 
Constantopoulos, doreen.cole@unh.edu 

1st Cav MP Det (Korea, 1962-1963), George 
Leishing Sr., (417) 673-0624, gleishing@ 
sbcglobal.net 



2nd Bn 3rd Mar 3rd Mar Div H&S Co (West 

Pacific, June 1966-July 1967), Donnell A. 

Mann, (757)461-4666 
3rd Bn 2nd Mar 2nd Mar Div H&S Co (Camp 

Lejeune, Mar 1965-April 1966), Donnell A. 

Mann, (757)461-4666 
9th MAB Recep Stn (Camp Hague, Okinawa, 

Apr 1969-Apr 1970), Edward Plumley, (864) 

859-0800 

13th Eng Bn (Camp Casey, Korea, 1961-1962), 

Jack W. Robinson, (480) 515-1544, jachack@ 
cox.net 

14th AC Rgt Wrestling Team (Fulda, Germany, 

1958-1961), Charles Scott, (757) 497-8684 
17th Sig Bn B Co Motor Message Pit (Karlsruhe, 

Germany, 1959-1961), Larry Fruhwirth, (701) 

223-3419, lcfruhwirth@bis.midco.net 
20th AF Sunsetters Baseball Team (Northwest 

Field, Guam, 1947-1948), Bill Frazer, (330) 

867-3099, shwmfrazer@yahoo.com 
22nd Replacement Bn (Cam Ranh Bay, 

Vietnam, Oct 1967-Mar 1968), George Jordan, 

(573) 738-3157, geprgerkprdam1@dishmail.net 
34th AAA HQ Bn (Fort Totten, NY, Jan 

1955-May 1956), Don Taylor, (319) 233-7227, 

dandmtaylor@mchsi.com 
74th Ord Co (SD) (Fort Bliss, TX, Jan 1962-Aug 

1964), Kenneth E. Ruben, (412) 341-8455 
83rd Air Serv Sqdn 325th Ftr Grp 15th AF 

(Italy, WWII), Steve Caloviras, (301) 460-3724, 

stevcalol @verizon.net 
90th Strat Recon Wing (Forbes AFB, Topeka, 

KS, 1951-1961), Chuck Hale, (785) 865-5794, 

chuckhale@earthlink.net 
322nd Sig Bn A Co (Germany, 1951-1952), Hugh 

Kinniburgh,(845) 398-1920 
327th Cbt Eng C Co (Colburg, Germany, 1945 

& Munberg, Germany, 1946), Jim Huse, (765) 

296-9601 

376th Field Maint Sqdn 366th Bomb Wing 

(SAC) (Barksdell AFB, 1951-1952), Bill Francis, 

(817) 559-5331 
459th Sqdn 330th Bomb Grp (Almagordo 

Army Air Field, 1 942), Rick Webster, (603) 

487-9956, ghwnh@aol.com 
523rd Sig Bn Co A (Chu Lai, Vietnam, 

1967-1968), Dave Rose, (740) 483-1150, 

jcrose1973@earthlink.net 
554th MP Co (North Point, Germany, Nov 

1966-May 1968), Jim Deitrick, (171) 920-1518, 

jimbarb66@juno.com 
589th Eng Power Distribution Team (An Khe, 

Vietnam, Mar-Sept 1968), George Jordan, 

(573) 738-3157, georgerjordan1@dishmail.net 
903rd Heavy Ord, Ernest Perri, (732) 323-9097, 

carlcap123@yahoo.com 
1141st Spec ActivSqd (Fountainbleu, France, 

1958-1960), Len Gustafson, (815) 970-2431, 

tootsngus@aol.com 
3345th WAF Sqdn Weather School Grads 

(Chanute AFB, IL, 1950-1955), T. Deas, (662) 

489-5928, garnet1@afo.net 
3902nd ABW (SAC) 30th Comm Sqdn (Offutt 

AFB, NE, 1953-1957), Paul Guyette, (231) 

420-1896, stressedout222@yahoo.com 
6922nd Radio Grp Mobile (Kadena AB, 

Okinawa, 1959-1961), Joe Kirsch, bballjoe56@ 

hotmail.com 
Antietam VIH Div (1951-1952), Dale A. Hancock, 

(208) 362-9330 
B Co 1st Bn 52nd Inf (Fort Hood, TX, 

1962-1964), Frank Magerko, (724) 245-7266, 

robinvictor@verizon.net 
C/S Co 1st BG 32nd Inf APO 7 USARPAC (Fort 

Benning, GA, 1960, Camp Casey, Korea, 1961 

& Camp Hovey, Korea, 1962), Tommy Beasley, 

(479) 938-7140, tbeasleysr@yahoo.com 
CBMU 614 (Saipan, 1944-1946), Bill Pokluda, 

(817) 626-0726 
CBMU 615 (Okinawa & Japan, 1944-1946), S.L. 

Centanni, rosalcent@aol.com 
Co 320 (NTC San Diego, 1951), Don Flanagan, 

(913) 592-2338, woodworker1@embarqmail.com 
Co 4277 Boot Camp (Bainbridge, MD, May 

1944), Hugh Watson, (412) 371-6937, 

hughwatson@verizon.net 



D Btry 701st AAA Bn (Broughton, PA, 

1954-1955), Warren Johnson, (360) 748-8708, 

johnson2@compprime.com 
Dayton CL 105 (1947-1950), Walter Kiernan, 

(727) 393-8507, waltkiernan@aol.com 
Edgewood Volunteers (1955-1975), Eric P. Muth, 

eepmuth@nyc.com 
Fit 495 (Sampson AFB, NY, July-Sept 1951), 

Herbert A. Lopez, (718) 782-3511 
ForrestalQMA 59 5th Div Gunnery (Norfolk, 

VA, 1961-1964), Ronald DiPaula, (315) 

789-0755, santal 23@rochester.rr.com 
HHT 3/3 ACR Support Pit (Kaiserslautern, 

Germany, 1966-1968), James White, (256) 

356-9210, jcmwhite@hiwaay.net 
HQ Det 19th Ord Bn (Manheim, Germany, 

1964-1 965), Tom Tate, tomjanettate@aol.com 
ITR H Co (Camp LeJeune, Oct-Dec, 1968), 

Edward Plumley, (864) 859-0800 
Montrose APA 212 (San Diego, Japan, Korea & 

Philippines, 1950-1953), John Burston, (801) 

763-5792 

Moroccan Vets (All Years), Robert Sieborg, P.O. 

Box 13362, Omaha, NE 68113 
Pit 115 (Parris Island, SC, Aug-Nov 1955), 

George Carpenter, (772) 283-1163, gmc4567@ 

peoplepc.com 
Pit 2254 (MCRD San Diego, Mar 1969), Mike 

Morningstar, (760) 544-7047, 

michaelmorningstar@hotmail.com 
Pit 393 (Parris Island, SC, July-Oct 1968), 

Edward Plumley, (864) 859-0800 
Rifle Range C (Camp Lejeune, NC, 1956-1958), 

George Carpenter, (772) 283-1163, gmc4567@ 

peoplepc.com 
V Corps Pistol Team (Hanau, Germany, 

1959-1960), Geno Coats, (352) 302-5570 
Vietnamese Language School (Monterey, 

CA, Jan-April 1969), Edward Plumley, (864) 

859-0800 

Weather School Class (Chanute AFB, IL, June- 

Oct 1956), John F. Wagner, (413) 593-0060 
YMS 329 (Pacific Theater, 1943-1946), Mel 

Bailey, (360) 274-3227 



LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Post 12, CA: Scott Bailey, John McGee, Johnny 
Smith, Cheryl I. Stewart 

Post 328, CA: Greg D. Olson, James E. Walsh 

Post 496, CA: Bill Clapp 

Post 22, MA: Richard J. Cameron, Charles A. 
Crayton, Americo J. Durante, John L. Lenoci, 
John J. Maloney 

Post 21, ME: Donald Allisot Sr., Summer Archer, 
John Babine, Stuart Bailey, Eugene Bergeron, 
Durell Bissenger, Donald Blake, Donald 
Brassard, Gerard Brassard, John Cakouros, 
David Calhoun, John Chaffee Jr., Kenneth 
Chubbuck, Donald Colby, J.W. Craig, Frank 
Danforth, Ronald Densmore, John Descoteaux 
Sr., Merrill Dickinson, John Doyle, Charles 
Dutton, Paul Flaherty, Richard Footer, P. 
Lee Frederick, Napoleon Gagne, Richard 
Giberson, Florence Greenlaw, Amos Greenleaf, 
Frederick Haggett, Royden Haines, Cyrille 
Hamel, Irving Hanna, Charles Hinckley, James 
Hughes, Russell Irish, Albert King, Amos King, 
Richard Kingsbury, Milton Kinney, Richard 
Largay, Richard MacDonald, Elmer Mank Jr., 
Donald Marston, Jack McCall, John Moffitt, 
John Morris, Almon Morton, Edwin Morton 
Sr., Anthony Oulette, Leslie Patterson, Leon 
Pennell, T. Scott Phillips, Daniel Poulos, John 
Rapa, Gary Roberts, Warren Rogers, Donald 
Sanford, Charles Sawyer, Williard Simmons, 
Wilbert Small, Robert D. Stevens, Edward 
Strozier, Arthur Sturtevant, Kenneth Sylvester, 
Kazimerz Szczepanski, Leo Tanger Jr., Howard 
Thomas, Richard Thomas, Edward Thompson, 
Edward Torrey, Edward Ward, Clarence Warner 
Jr., Herman Wright III, Irving Wright, George 
Wyman, Forest York 

Post 71, MN: Brenda J. Haase 

Post 1688, NY: Maurice S. McLaud, Raymond 
Schloupt, Elmer C. Spoor 

Post 9, Puerto Rico: Carlos Orria 
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TOUGH ON UNRULY PROPERTY. 



TAPS 



Jack E. Abele, Dept. of Pennsylvania. Nat l 

Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 

1992- 1997, Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. Memb. 
1997-2001 and Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. 
Memb. 2001-2008. 

Willard Beam, Dept. of Ohio. Nat'l 

Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 

1995-2002 and Nat'l Counter-Subversive Activ. 

Cmte. Memb. 2002-2008. 
L. Harry Easley, Dept. of Washington. Dept. 

Cmdr. 1996, Nat'l Homeland Sec. & Civil 

Preparedness Memb. 1996-1999, Nat'l Exec. 

Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1997-1999, Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 

1999-2000, Nat'l Merchant Marine Cmte. 

Memb. 2000-2001, Nat'l Law & Order Cmte. 

Memb. 2001-2005, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 

2001- 2002 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

2002- 2003. 

Charles W. Ferris, Dept. of Colorado. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1964-1966 
and 1967-1968, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1972-1973 and 1974-1975, Nat'l & 
Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1979-1980 
and 1982-1990, Dept. Cmdr. 1985-1986 and 
Nat'l Cemetery Cmte. 1992-1998. 

Dr. Robert P. Foster, Dept. of Missouri. Nat'l 
Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1964-1965, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cmsn. 
Memb. 1970-1998, Nat'l Foreign Relations 
Cmsn. Chmn. 1972-1993, Dept. Cmdr. 
1978-1979 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 

1993- 1994. 

Adolph J. Halverson, Dept. of Wisconsin. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1993-1994 and Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1993-1994. 

Harvey W. Hull, Dept. of Georgia. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1958-1960, 
Nat'l Sec. Tng. Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1959-1961, 
Nat'l Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1961-1962, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 
1961-1962, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 1962-1990, 
Nat'l Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 1972-1973, 
Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1973-1975, 
1976-1978 and 1981-1982, Aide to Nat'l Cmdr. 
1990-1991 and Nat'l Public Relations Cmsn. 
Memb. 1991-2008. 

William J. Rogers, Dept. of Maine. Nat'l 
Security Tng. Cmte. Memb. 1950-1954, 
Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1954-1959, Dept. Cmdr. 1955-1956, Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Alternate Memb. 1958-1960, Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1958-1960, 
Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1960-1965, Nat'l 
Public Relations Cmsn. Liaison Memb. 
1960-1963, Nat'l Resolutions Subcommittee 
Memb. 1962-1965, Nat'l Public Relations Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Chmn. 1963-1965, Nat'l Vice 
Cmdr. 1965-1966, Nat'l Convention Cmsn. 
Consultant 1966-1971, Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Chmn. 1971-1974, Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 

1974- 1976, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

1975- 1976 and 1978-1979, Nat'l Advisory 
Cmte. to Nat'l Cmdr. Memb. 1975-1976, Nat'l 
Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Memb. 

1976- 1979, Nat'l Cmdr. 1976-1977, Nat'l 
Finance Cmsn. Ex-Officio Memb. 1976-1977, 
Nat'l Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Chmn. 
1976-1977, Nat'l Overseas Graves Decoration 
Trust Vice Chmn. 1977-1980, Nat'l Advisory 
Cmte. to the Nat'l Cmdr. Chmn. 1977-1978, 
Nat'l Advisory Cmte. to the Nat'l Cmdr. Vice 
Chmn. 1978-1979 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1983-1990, 1993-1994 and 2001-2007. 

Arnold W. Zeile, Dept. of Michigan. Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Memb. 1969-1970, 
Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 
1975-1976, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 
Cmsn. Memb. 1984-1986, Dept. Cmdr. 
1986-1987, Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1986-1987 and Nat'l Foreign Relations 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1993-1995. 




EASY ON YOU! 

It's easy to pick up the pace 
with our newest Self- Propel led 
DR® TRIMMER/MOWER. 



I ALL MODELS FEATURE: 



POWERFUL ENGINES, for TRIMMING 
and MOWING tough vegetation that would 
quickly clog and stall any hand-held trimmer. 

DURABLE CUTTING CORDS that hold 
up against fences, rocks, foundations, etc. 

INSTANT-ADJUSTMENT 

cutting height. No tools required. 

LIFETIME-WARRANTY on the lightweight 
aluminum mainframe. Plus, you can try any 
model for 6 months — RISK-FREE! 

SELF-PROPELLED model has 
POWERED WHEELS — so it's even tougher 
on unruly property and easier on you! 




Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 

with details on the original trimmer on wheels including models, 
factory-direct prices, and your 6-Month Risk- Free Trial guarantee! 

Xkk 1-888-212-8703 

www.DRtrimmers.com 



Live your life, 
Love your bath tub. 




Put the smile back into bathing 
with a Premier Walk-In Tub. 

If you struggle taking your bath, talk to us at 
Premier about our extensive range 
of walk-in tubs. 

• Enjoy a relaxing bath again, without the 
fear of slipping or falling. 

• The walk-in door feature allows 
easy access and exiting at all 
times when taking a bath. 

• Hydrotherapy jets option to 
soothe aches and pains. 



... 



CALL NOW • TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 

SOURCE CODE 10068 



f Please send me a FREE Premier 
brochure today! 

Name 
Telephone 



Address 



City 




Send to: Premier Bathrooms Inc, 2330 South Nova Rd 
.South Daytona, Florida 32119 



LEGION SHOPPER 



IMPOTENCE 
SOLVED 



HEARING AIDS 
ipto60% SAVINGS 



COVERED BY MEDICARE 

If you have Medicare or 
Insurance, you may be eligible 
to receive the NEW Encore 
Deluxe Erection System at 
little or no cost. The NEW 
Encore Deluxe System has both 
a manual and battery pump. 

RATED #1 BY UROLOGISTS 

Encore is the only manufacturer 
that offers both pumps as one 
Deluxe System. 

For more information call: 

1-800-475-3091 

encCTf 



7696 15th St. E. • Sarasota, FL 34243 




30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, R0CKF0RD, IL61126 
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 



For purchase of 
Legion Racing Merchandise 
Visit www.legionracing.org. 

For bulk purchase call 
1-704-658-9988. 

Help support the 
#76 American Legion Freedom Car. 



Ratchet 1 
Belt ™ 

Dress or Casual, 
the best belt you 1 11 ever own 
Marine, Infantry, Cavalry & Others 
www.ratchetbelt.com 
888-729-8222 





SjHg sr-Q 



s 25 



PULL f ABS 
JAR TICKETS 
PUNCH BOARDS 

FREE CATALOG 
1-800-233-0828 

WWW. KARDWELL.COM 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
FREE SHIPPING! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 I 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
I WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: Ms. 
Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott Company, Inc., 
626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA 90017. 
(213) 624-0900, Ext. 1219, FAX (213) 624-0997. All 
classified advertising is payable in advance by check 
or credit card. Please make remittance payable to 
"The American Legion Magazine." RATES: $35 per 
word. Count street addresses and box numbers 
as two words; all city, state and zip codes as three 
words. 3 word minimum. CIRCULATION: 2,500,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must be 
received 60 days before cover date of issue desired. 
All advertisements are accepted at the discretion of 
the publisher. 

APPAREL 

JUMPSUITS - Large selection. Also, warmup suits, 
knit shirts. Catalog, (800) 397-3086, 
www.myjumpsuit.com. 

SHOP AMERICAN, www.USAb2c.com. 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip™" clip. Catalog, (800) 
700-451 5, www.suspenders.com. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com. 
COINS & COLLECTIBLES 

DISCOUNT COINS, (21 2) 567-621 3. 
MISCELLANEOUS 

OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! Oxlife's 



lightweight, American-made oxygen concentrators 
produce 1-6LPM continuously. Runs in home, car, 
even overseas. (800) 780-2616, www.oxlifeinc.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

www.BeholdJesus.org. 

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tablets $5, 
30 tablets $44.95. (800)458-1613. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931 ) 879-4625. 

SELF-IMPROVEMENT 

MAKE A DONATION to disabled veterans. 
Visit www.hardysvitamins.com. 

TRAVEL/RECREATION 

R.V. OWNERS. Visit website: www.rvsaddle.com. 
WANTED 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

OLD RADIO TUBES, microphones, Altec, Western 
Electric, Hifi, recording, theatre sound equipment. 
Toll-free, (888) 715-8823, Don. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

VIOLINS, (800) 451-9728. 

WOOD STAKES DISTRIBUTORS, 
stakesupply@bellsouth.net. 




FLAG CO., INC. 

1210 1st Ave. North - Fort Dodge, IA 50501 

800-992-3524 



M "Ask for our Colorful Catalog Today" 
ALL KINDS - ALL SIZES - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



LEADING IN SERVICE AND PRICE SINCE 1' 



Propecia, Chanti 



m 




iUuikiiJ Mil wu/¥.„ 

ORDER NOW HlMlHf 

Se habla espahol! 




SAFE • SECURE • DISCREET 
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With This They Will 
Remember Forever 



FREE Color 
Catalog 

•Medals 
•Displays 
•Patches 
•Badges 




Mecais of 1-800-486-1651 



America 



Shop www.usmedals.com 



Rose Parade 

+ Las Vegas Tou r - 9 Days from $948* 

Depart December 30, 2008; includes 3 nights in 
LA, 2 in Laughlin & 3 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Includes: RESERVED GRANDSTAND ROSE 
PARADE SEATS, pre-parade float viewing; 
choice of three hotel packages; baggage 
handling; desert motor coach sightseeing from 
LA to Vegas; city tour of LA, Hollywood, Beverly 
Hills; Glory of Christmas optional tour. 
*Per person, double occupancy, airfare is extra. 

For information & brochure call: 
YMTVacations 1-800-736-7300 



Rings to Honor 
Your Service 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-608, 
Hannibal MO 63401 . |codeA-608| 



www.ClassicRings.coi 



"E 



VIAGRA 



Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative 
Without Prescription! 

(30 tabs) - blue ioomg $89.95 
(60 tabs) - save $40.oo $129.95 
(90 tabs) - save $70.00 $179.95 
Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

S 1-888-527-0870 extu 2. 

Supplies or Send Check or M.O. To: Free 
Limited! p £ LABS, 1025 SW 59th st Shi PP in 9 ! 

viap O^AHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902 



WWW.USAVEONPILLS.COM 



If you, or a loved one, has been 
diagnosed with Mesothelioma, 
please contact us for your: 

FREE OFFICIAL 
MESOTHELIOMA 
BOOKS 



MfMiiHMimiAlViu >> 



QUESTIONS 




Toll Free (888) 891-2200 
Visit our website at: 

www.mesotheliomaoptions.com 

Robert L. Steinberg is licensed to practice law in 
the State of Texas and in the State of New York. 
Principal office located in Houston, Texas. 
Local counsel will be associated in the client's 
state filing. Cases are likely to be referred. 

Robert L. Steinberg is licensed by the Texas Supreme Court. 





Moving? 

Legion members can save on 
Real Estate, Mortgage and Moving! 



• Professional Moving Services 

with discounts on long distance moving. 

CZ 

ALLIED northAmerican, 

1.800.871.8864 1.800.524.5533 

• Expert Real Estate Services 

plus up to $1 ,000 or more in 
cash rewards. 

• Easy Mortgage Financing 

with great rates and $300 closing reward. 

Legion Home Benefits 

1.866.813.3620 
http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 

Allied Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 076235 
North American Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 070851 



• HAT PINS 

</> 
UJ 
X 

o 

i 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



2 Seater 




www.palmcrind.com 1 

One hand operated 
Electric 1, 2, 3 or 4Seaters 
Free Brochure 800 847 1304 



Palmer Industries 



VL\JSN P O Box 5707AMW T<xrt 
Endicott NY 13763 ^ 

Also Pedal/Electric 1 <& 2 Seaters <& 
^^andcydes^ElectricKitsf 
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Why don't you ever hear about 
"gruntled" employees? 

A BAND performing at an outdoor concert 
kept playing, although the crowd had 
dwindled down to one man. Finally, the 
tired musicians told the man that if he left, 
they could all go home. "It's up to you," he 
answered. "I'm just waiting to put away 
these folding chairs." 

EVERY NIGHT, a doting father would sing 
his two young sons to sleep, until one day 
he overheard the 4-year-old telling the 
2-year-old, "If you pretend you're asleep, 
he'll stop." 




"Anything you say can and will be used against you on YouTube.' 



AN ACCOUNTANT is someone who solves a 
problem you didn't know you had in a way you 
don't understand. 



A FELLOW was sitting in the doctor's waiting 
room, saying to himself every so often, "Lord, I 
hope I'm sick!" 

After about the fifth or sixth utterance, the 
receptionist couldn't stand it any longer and asked, 
"Why in the world would you want to be sick?" 

The man replied, "Well, I'd hate to be well and 
feel like this." 

A FATHER in a hurry, taking his 8-year-old son to 
school, turned at a red light, where it wasn't 
allowed. 

"Great, I just made an illegal turn," he muttered. 
"That's OK, Dad," his son said. "The police car 
right behind us did the same thing." 



f * * t 





ONE SUNDAY, Johnny came home with an ice- 
cream cone. 

"Where did you get that?" his mother asked. 

"I bought it with the $5 you gave me," he replied. 

"That money was for Sunday school." 

"I know, but the minister met me at the door and 
got me in for free." 

"THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION wants our 
nation's 80 million recreational boaters to help 
fight terrorism by watching out for small boats 
that could deliver a nuclear bomb. Well, that 
should work out well, huh? You got a bunch of 
beer-drinking fishermen in bass boats with rifles. 
What could go wrong there?" - Jay Leno 
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Asbestos 
JPancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



, ; COOL NO-KON SLACKS 





i Matching 
Shirts 
Only $ 12.99 each 

Handsome mix of plain & textured 
knits. 2 handy pockets! Roomy fit 
banded bottom. Soft cotton/polyester. 

Imported. 100% Wash & Wear. 
Sizes: S(34-36) M(38-40) L(42-44) 
XU46-48) 2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) & 
4XU58-60) All sizes $12.99 each! 



You'll love the comfort! 

Waist gives & takes with your 

every move! Light weight, 
quick-dry cotton & polyester is 
100% NO IRON 
PERMANENT PRESS! 

• 4 Deep No-Hole pockets 
• Snap Closure • Indestructible 
nylon Zipper Fly • XTRA Sturdy 
Belt Loops • Convenient 
Golfer's Locker Loop! It's all 

100% EASY CARE 
MACHINE WASH & WEAR! 

COOL, COMFORTABLE, 
S-T-R-E-T-C-H COMFORT! 
If you wonder how other men 
look so good, ask them about 
Haband! Better yet, see for 
yourself! Be amazed at our Fast 
Reliable Service! 
No Risk 
Guarantee!! 
$ 14.99 1 / 2 per pair! 
Hurry! 



and 



Postage! 




Duke Habernickel 
#1 Bargain Place 
Jessup, PA 18434 



3 for 42.65 4 for 55.25 5 for 67.25 New Customer Offer 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 
shirts & slacks. I enclose $ purchase 



Send 

price plus toward postage. Postage is FREE on this order! 

In GA 
add 
sales 
tax. 



FOR MAXIMUM COMFORT, ORDER YOUR USUAL WAIST SIZE! 
Waists: 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
*Big Men ($4 more per pair): 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 62 



0n-Line 
Quick 



Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) 
XL (33-34) (XL inseam available in 32-44 waists only) 



□ Visa 
Card # __ 



© 7TN-0750A 


WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


© 


7TN-14C29 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 


02 1 TAN 








LS 


SPICE 






5J| I 






09 


WHITE 






06 


GREY 








05 








8M 










6C 


SILVER 






04 










02 


TAN 







□ MC □ Discover® Network □ AmEx □ Check 



Exp.: 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address 

City & State _. 



_Apt. # . 
Zip 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or 
Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



1-800-543-4810 



Haband. com| | 



